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Project Manager’s Message

Hello everyone and welcome to the
August 2026 edition of the Walled
Town Crier.

We have not one but two map-related
features in this issue: a behind the scenes
look at how the core Irish Historic Towns
Atlas maps are put together and an update
on Cork County Council’s Cork Town Walls
GIS Project.

We also have a round-up of some of the
many wonderful events taking place in
IWTN member towns for National Heritage
Week, which range from walking tours and

Athlone Castle Visitor Centre are staging an epic chess battle between the Connaught and Leinster sides of Athlone this Heritage

lectures to week-long festivals and an epic
chess battle!

Finally, we have an assortment of news
and updates from within and without
the network, including a lovely Creative
Schools project in Kilmallock and
announcing a new Walled Town Crier
series.

Warmest Regards,
Eimear

Eimear O’Connell,
IWTN Project Manager

Week, complete with live chess pieces. The event will take place on 23 August. Image: Athlone Castle Visitor Centre.



Mapping the Irish Historic Towns Atlas

Readers will know that the Irish
Historic Towns Atlas (IHTA) volumes
are an invaluable resource for those
towns lucky enough to have one.
Here Sarah Gearty, Cartographic

and Managing Editor for the IHTA,
gives us an insight into the process of
developing the classic red and green
“Map 2” for each volume.

Many of you will be familiar with the core map
of the Irish Historic Towns Atlas, referred to
as Map 2 but also commonly known as the
‘red and green map’ because of its distinctive
colouring, which differentiates buildings and
urban features from gardens and other open
spaces. Produced for all towns in the atlas
series, behind the apparently simple design
lies a process of historical interpretation

and cartographic compilation based on

Cork in 1842, Map 2 in IHTA, no. 31 Cork/Corcaigh by H.B. Clarke and Maire Ni Laoi (RIA, Dublin, 2024).



nineteenth-century Ordnance Survey and
Valuation Office sources.

Map 2 is the principal interpretative map of
the Irish Historic Towns Atlas and is central to
the atlas’s aim of documenting and comparing
the historical topography of Irish towns. Each
town is represented at a similar time and

uses a common style, scale and methodology
allowing for meaningful comparison between
different Irish towns and with other Historic
Towns Atlas projects across Europe.

Unlike a reproduction of an historic map, Map
2 is a carefully compiled and edited map that
brings together information from several
complementary sources and depicts the town
in the mid-nineteenth century. The starting
point is the unpublished large-scale Ordnance
Survey manuscript town plans of the 1830s
and 1840s, usually at the scale of five feet to one
mile (1:1056), the originals of which are held in
the National Archives of Ireland (NAI OS 140).

Youghal, extract from
manuscript valuation

town plan, 1853, with later
annotation (NAI, OL/5) used
in compilation of IHTA Map 2.

Youghal, extract from
manuscript Ordnance Survey
town plan, 1841 (NAI, OS 140)
used in compilation of IHTA
Map 2.

Because these manuscript plans are not
sufficiently accurate in planimetric terms and
often omit details such as internal property
boundaries, they are combined with other
sources. The manuscript town plan is plotted
onto the later Ordnance Survey or Tailte
Eireann maps that provide a more accurate
spatial framework, while contemporary
Valuation Office plans (originals also in the
National Archives of Ireland, OL/5) supply the
property divisions and plot boundaries that
are essential for understanding the urban form
and morphology of the town.

On Map 2, buildings are categorised as public
(red), private (pink) or ruins (diagonal lines
over buildings), gardens are distinguished
from arable, pasture, meadow, parkland and
woodland in shades of green (with symbology),
and water features are indicated in blue.
Pathways are indicated with a dashed line, and
gateways, pumps/wells and graveyards are
depicted with symbols.



Youghal in 1841, extract from Map 2 in IHTA, no. 27 Youghal by David Kelly and Tadhg O’Keeffe (RIA, Dublin, 2015).

Town walls and their associated mural towers
and gates are included as a linear block shaded
inred if they were visible and mapped as part
of the nineteenth century survey. Names are
recorded as they are given on the original town
plan.

The creation of Map 2 has always involved an
element of interpretation. Historically, the first
draft was produced by hand using pen, ink and
coloured shading on permatrace (specialist
drafting film). The cartographer carefully
traced boundaries from the manuscript town
plan - solid lines to represent features still
extant by the time of the later, more accurate
survey, and dotted lines to indicate doubt,
where the feature had disappeared by the
later map. Once the interpretative draft

was complete, the map entered a process of
digitisation and refinement. For many years
this was undertaken by the Ordnance Survey
of Northern Ireland, who converted the hand-
drawn compilation into a publishable digital
format.

In recent years the Irish Historic Towns Atlas
has adopted a GIS-based workflow, allowing
the early Ordnance Survey and Valuation town
plans to be georectified, digitised and analysed
against modern Tailte Eireann large-scale data
in Arc GIS Pro. While GIS technology offers

greater precision and opportunities for future
digital outputs, the fundamental principles of
Map 2 creation remain unchanged. Historic
maps must still be interrogated, compared
and interpreted and editorial judgement
remains central to deciding how evidence is
represented.

Each of the printed Irish Historic Towns Atlas
fascicles (nos 1-32) contain a Map 2 alongside

other maps, illustrative material and detailed
text. It is also freely available online in various
formats via ihta.ie. Nos 1-15 have also recently
been made available in the Digital Repository
of Ireland (doi.org/10.7486/DRI.gqn604046z).

The Irish Historic Towns Atlas is a research
programme of the Royal Irish Academy. It
covers 16 of the Irish Walled Towns Network
member towns: Athlone, Bandon, Carlingford,
Carrickfergus, Cork, Derry/Londonderry,
Drogheda, Dublin, Fethard, Galway, Kells,
Kildare, Kilkenny, Limerick, Trim, Youghal; with
New Ross due for publication in 2027.

Sarah Gearty is Cartographic and managing
editor with the Irish Historic Towns Atlas in the
Royal Irish Academy. This text has been edited
forinclusion in the e-zine by the IWTN Project
Manager. Any errors or omissions PM’s own.


https://www.ria.ie/research-programmes/irish-historic-towns-atlas/
file:///Users/ianbarry/Desktop/My Work/heritage/IWTN ezine/August 26/doi.org/10.7486/DRI.qn604046z

Cork Town Walls GIS Project

At the launch of Phase 1 of the project, in Youghal. Image: Cork County Council.

Cork County Council recently
announced the successful completion
of Phase 1 of the Town Walls of County
Cork GIS Project. This is an initiative of
County Archaeologist Annette Quinn,
working with the Historic Monuments
Advisory Committee, the Heritage
Section of Cork County Council and
AMS Archaeological Management
Solutions.

The first phase of the project focused on the
historic town walls of Bandon and Youghal.
It has resulted in the creation of detailed
GIS mapping for both walled circuits, which

includes both the outline of the circuits as

a whole and individual data points where
archaeological excavations relevant to the
town walls have taken place. Planning is
currently underway for Phase 2 of the project,
which will focus on Buttevant and Kinsale.

The project team looked at historic maps,
documentary evidence, published research
and excavation reports for sites on the walled
circuit or related to the walled town.

This information has now been compiled into
a comprehensive GIS database and integrated
into Cork County Council’s mapping portals.
The digital record includes information on



GIS data for Youghal town wall as it appears on Cork County Council’s planning viewer.

surviving wall structures, towers, gates and
archaeological investigations, providing an
important resource for heritage management,
research and public engagement.

The mapping data is editable and can be
updated as new information becomes
available.

Speaking at the launch of Phase 1 of the project,
Chairperson of the Historic Monuments
Advisory Commiittee, ClIr. Alan Coleman
remarked that “Our historic town walls tell the
story of the development of Cork’s towns over
many centuries. This project will help ensure
they are better understood, protected and
enjoyed by future generations.”

Readers can view the data on Cork County
Council’s planning viewer by selecting the
relevant layers.

Edited by the IWTN project manager based
on text provided by Cork County Council. Any
errors or omissions PM’s own.

GIS data

for Bandon
town wall as

it appears on
Cork County
Council’s
planning viewer.


https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/b1b8ba0ee5964d469806e69d3276d8da#widget_7=active_datasource_id:dataSource_5,center:-873538.4642864637%2C6791935.722649233%2C102100,scale:5822.797557796036,level:16.71005491195484,rotation:0,viewpoint:%7B%22rotation%22%3A0%2C%22scale%22%3A5822.797557796036%2C%22targetGeometry%22%3A%7B%22spatialReference%22%3A%7B%22latestWkid%22%3A3857%2C%22wkid%22%3A102100%7D%2C%22x%22%3A-873538.4642864637%2C%22y%22%3A6791935.722649233%7D%7D,layer_visibility:%7B%22widget_7-dataSource_5%22%3A%7B%22widget_7-dataSource_5-Youghal_Town_Walls_Defences_1902%22%3Atrue%2C%22widget_7-dataSource_5-Youghal_Town_Walls_Defences_1695%22%3Atrue%2C%22widget_7-dataSource_5-Youghal_Town_Walls_Defences_8663%22%3Atrue%2C%22widget_7-dataSource_5-Youghal_Town_Walls_Defences_6468%22%3Atrue%7D%7D
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/b1b8ba0ee5964d469806e69d3276d8da#widget_7=active_datasource_id:dataSource_5,center:-873538.4642864637%2C6791935.722649233%2C102100,scale:5822.797557796036,level:16.71005491195484,rotation:0,viewpoint:%7B%22rotation%22%3A0%2C%22scale%22%3A5822.797557796036%2C%22targetGeometry%22%3A%7B%22spatialReference%22%3A%7B%22latestWkid%22%3A3857%2C%22wkid%22%3A102100%7D%2C%22x%22%3A-873538.4642864637%2C%22y%22%3A6791935.722649233%7D%7D,layer_visibility:%7B%22widget_7-dataSource_5%22%3A%7B%22widget_7-dataSource_5-Youghal_Town_Walls_Defences_1902%22%3Atrue%2C%22widget_7-dataSource_5-Youghal_Town_Walls_Defences_1695%22%3Atrue%2C%22widget_7-dataSource_5-Youghal_Town_Walls_Defences_8663%22%3Atrue%2C%22widget_7-dataSource_5-Youghal_Town_Walls_Defences_6468%22%3Atrue%7D%7D

Heritage Week Events in Member Towns

15-23 August

National Heritage Week takes place from 15-23 August this year and as always the member
towns of the IWTN are well-represented. Here we’ve compiled just a selection of the many,
many events planned. We’ve also included two events that fall outside of Heritage Week:
Youghal Medieval Festival, which traditionally kicks off the IWTN festival season on the August
bank holiday weekend, and the Sean Corcoran Series Arts and Heritage Day, which for the last
number of years has closed out the season in early September. For the most up-to-date events
listings see heritageweek.ie. Best of luck to all the organisers.

02 August
15 August
15 August
15 August
15 August
15 August
15 August
15 August
15-22 August
15-23 August

15-23 August

15-16 August
16 August
16 August
16 August

Youghal Medieval Festival

Medieval Dublin Walk

Medieval Day at Cork Public Museum

Cork Heritage Open Day

Wexford’s Walled Town Medieval Day

Mapping Medieval Carrickfergus

Medieval Kilkenny Walking Tour with Prof. Tadhg O’Keeffe

Kilkenny’s Medieval Heritage in its European Context
Kildare: One of Ireland’s Oldest Towns — Guided Walk

Bandon Walled Town Festival

Urban Fossil Walks in Athlone, Cork, Dublin, Galway, Kilkenny,
Limerick, Waterford & Wexford

John Dwyer Trad Weekend, New Ross

Athenry Walled Town Day: Celebrating 20 Years

Walking Tour of Medieval Athenry

Dancing the Walls of Limerick Festival, Irishtown, Limerick City



https://livingyoughal.ie/things-to-do/youghal-medieval-festival/
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/medieval-dublin-walk
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/medieval-day-at-cork-public-museum-2
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/cork-heritage-open-day
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/mapping-medieval-carrickfergus
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/walking-tour-with-professor-tadhg-okeeffe
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/kilkennys-medieval-heritage-in-its-european-context
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/kildare-one-of-irelands-oldest-towns-a-guided-walk
https://www.bandonhistory.com/
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings?q=urban+fossil+walk#listings
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings?q=urban+fossil+walk#listings
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/john-dwyer-trad-weekend
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/athenry-walled-town-day
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/walking-tour-of-medieval-athenry
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/dancing-the-walls-of-limerick-festival-2

17 August
17-21 August
18 August
18 August
18 August
18 August
18 August

18-22 August

19 August

19-20 August

20 August
20 August
20 August
21 August

21 August

22 August
22 August
22 August
22 August
22 August

23 August

23 August
23 August

Guided Tour of Drogheda’s Town Walls

Medieval Town Wall Kids’ Dig at the Black Friary, Trim

Walking Tour of the Walled Town of Athlone

Walls that Shaped a City: Excavating Cork’s Medieval Defences
Guided Walk of Trim’s Medieval Town Walls

Waterford Antiquities Roadshow at Reginald’s Tower

Richard Boyle and the Making of Youghal

Exhibition of Student Posters on Kilmallock’s Cultural Heritage
Grannagh, Kilmacow and Dunkitt Pill: A Fading River Placename
Community Archaeology Post-Excavation at the Black Friary, Trim
Street Names and Stories Walk of New Ross Town

Clonmel Hidden in Plain Sight Walk

St. Feichin’s Mill, Fore: Its History and Conservation
Wildlife of Historic Walls, Waterford

Exploring Kilkenny’s City Walls: Conservation, Archaeology and
Ecology

Fore Junior Archaeologist Challenge

Castledermot: Exploring the Medieval Heart of a Modern Town
Wild Child Nature Detectives at Pearse Park, New Ross

Ask the Archaeologist at Loughrea Library

The Decorative and Building Stones of Athlone
Checkmate: An Epic Live Chess Battle between the Connaught and

Leinster Sides of Athlone

Tour of Old St. Michael’s Graveyard, Athy
A Waterford Wall Walk

06 September

Sean Corcoran Series Arts and Heritage Day, Drogheda

At the Dancing the Walls of Limerick Festival during National Heritage Week 2025. Image: Kieran Ryan-Benson. Courtesy Limerick
City & County Council.


https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/guided-tour-of-the-droghedas-town-walls
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/medieval-town-wall-kids-dig-at-the-black-friary-trim
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/a-walking-tour-of-the-walled-town-of-athlone
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/walls-that-shaped-a-city-excavating-corks-medieval-defences
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/guided-walk-of-trim-town-walls
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/antiquities-roadshow-2
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/the-great-earl-richard-boyle-and-the-making-of-youghal
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/exhibition-of-posters-on-kilmallock-cultural-heritage-by-students-from-scoil-mocheall%C3%B3g-and-col%C3%A1iste-i%C3%B3saef
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/grannagh-kilmacow-and-dunkitt-pill-a-fading-river-placename
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/community-archaeology-post-excavation-at-the-black-friary
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/street-names-stories-walk-of-new-ross-town
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/clonmel-hidden-in-plain-sight-walk
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/st-feichins-mill-its-history-and-conservation
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/wildlife-of-historic-walls
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/exploring-kilkennys-city-walls-conservation-archaeology-and-ecology
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/exploring-kilkennys-city-walls-conservation-archaeology-and-ecology
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/fore-junior-archaeology-hunters-challenge
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/castledermot-exploring-the-medieval-heart-of-a-modern-town
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/wild-child-day-nature-detectives
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/ask-the-archaeologist-2
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/the-decorative-and-building-stones-of-athlone
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/checkmate-an-epic-live-chess-battle-between-the-connaught-and-leinster-sides-of-athlone
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/checkmate-an-epic-live-chess-battle-between-the-connaught-and-leinster-sides-of-athlone
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/tour-of-old-saint-michaels-graveyard-athy
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/a-waterford-wall-walk-2
https://seancorcoranseries.com/

News and Updates

Young Voices Bring Medieval Kilmallock to Life

Some of the creative students at their project launch.
Image: Adrian Butler. Courtesy Limerick Leader.

Students from 5th Class at Scoil Mocheallog,
Kilmallock, have unveiled Walls of Work and
Wonder: Uncovering Medieval Life in Kilmallock
(Phase 1), a unique child-led heritage and
storytelling project developed as part of the
Arts Council of Ireland’s Creative Schools
Programme.

Working alongside Creative Associate Chelsea
Canavan, lead teacher Miriam Rainsford,

and with mentorship from Local Authority
archaeologist Sarah McCutcheon of Limerick
City and County Council, students explored the
rich medieval history of Kilmallock through
research, creative writing, illustration, and
storytelling. Inspired by local landmarks,
folklore, daily medieval life, and the surviving
architecture of the historic walled town, the
children collaboratively created a series of
original fictional stories grounded in real
historical research.

Limerick City and County Council Archaeologist Sarah
McCutcheon with project participants at the launch.
Image: Adrian Butler. Courtesy Limerick Leader.

The resulting publication and accompanying
audio pieces transport listeners and readers
into medieval Kilmallock through the eyes of
merchants, apprentices, servants, soldiers, and
townspeople. Themes explored include trade,
disease, hurling, craftsmanship, family life,
rebellion, and survival within one of Ireland’s
most important medieval settlements.

The audio works created by the students

are now available as a YouTube playlist,
allowing audiences to experience the stories
themselves.

Support for the project was provided by
Scoil Mocheallog, the Arts Council’s Creative
Schools Programme, and Heritage Keepers.


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIXZP1oWHolX8SkTvot6oHcyQnR7j636c

Introducing a new Walled Town
Crier series

Over the course of the past 33 issues of the Walled Town
Crier we’ve profiled each of our fabulous member towns,
from Athboy to Youghal. Starting from issue 35, we’ll be
introducing a new series: IWTN People. This will focus on
the people who make up the Irish Walled Towns Network
and the work that they do. Leading by example, we’ll kick
off the series with our current Chair, Mr. Paul Moynihan.

Europa Nostra Heritage Masterclass

Europa Nostra has launched a new 12-
partvideo series “European Heritage
Masterclass” with Prof. Dr. Hermann
Parzinger. The series is available
online and free of charge.

Across twelve concise lessons,

the Masterclass explores cultural

heritage as a living force in society. It

moves from fundamental questions

of identity, ethics and ownership to
urgent challenges such as war, climate change, digital transformation, social media, governance,
European cooperation and the future of heritage.

The series is designed for heritage professionals, students, volunteers, cultural organisations,
civil society actors and engaged citizens who wish to deepen their understanding of heritage
and turn that knowledge into action.

View the videos here.

2027: European Year of the Normans official launch

The official launch of 2027: European Year of
the Normans took place in Caen on 2-3 July. As
part of the launch Région Normandie unveiled
an interactive online events map, which can be
added to as plans for the year develop.

Access webmap and search for events.



https://www.europanostra.org/agora-2025-2028/partnerships/european-heritage-masterclass/
https://irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie/e-zine/
https://irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie/e-zine/
https://www.millenium.fr/en/events?view=map#/search@0.0000000,0.0000000,2.00

The Normans in Wales

Speaking of the Normans: Some of you may
enjoy this panel discussion, recorded at the
Hay Festival in May. Misha Glenny and guests
discuss the impact of the Norman invasion on
the people and land of Wales and across the
modern border with England.

Listen here.

NMS Annual Conference

The 9th National Monuments Service Annual
Archaeology Conference will take place on 10
October 2026 at the Edmund Burke Theatre,
Trinity College Dublin. The theme for this year
is Pastimes: The Archaeology of Recreation.

Programme details and booking here.

Social Media

Thanks to everyone as always for sending on

social media content. Please continue to use the
hashtag #IWTN on all network-related posts and

to tag the relevant Heritage Council account:

X @HeritageHubIRE

ﬂ TheHeritageCouncil

O| @theheritagecouncil



https://www.bbc.com/audio/play/m002wt1v?mc_cid=b5bf5f31b0&mc_eid=1a26f8b68a
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/9th-national-monuments-service-annual-archaeology-conference-tickets-1988552293440?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwY2xjawTG4DtleHRuA2FlbQIxMABzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeZv5z8eMCId-rwgOmbZHGWCOeeBT_YdrmzWfSYV-ouqkEvcgoQEEzXuk2Qv4_aem_Lr0542cTBC7Aup0Zszpz8g

Heritage Week Event at Talbot’s Tower, Kilkenny: Image: Réisin Murphy O’Sullivan.

Contact Us:

Please do get in touch at
iwtn@heritagecouncil.ie

if you would like us to promote news or
projects happening in your walled town
over the coming months.

www.irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie

OX00

The IWTN is funded by the Heritage

Council and delivered in partnership with
Local Authorities and community groups.

An Chombhairle Oidhreachta
The Heritage Council


https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheHeritageCouncil

