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Project Manager’s Message

Hello everyone and welcome to 
the June 2026 edition of the Walled 
Town Crier. 

Summer is upon us and with it European 
Archaeology Days, which we feature in 
this issue; our regular ‘Getting to Know...’ 
section takes us to Athboy, Co. Meath; 
and there’s the usual round-up of news 
and updates from within and without the 
network. 

I know that many of you are busy getting 
grant-aided projects up and running at the 

moment, and it’s been great to hear about 
how those are all progressing.

It was also lovely to catch up with some 
of you in person at the recent joint Irish 
Historic Towns Atlas/IWTN Seminar in 
Dublin. There’s a link to the recordings in 
our ‘News’ section for those who missed it. 

 
Warmest Regards,  
Eimear 
Eimear O’Connell,  
IWTN Project Manager

Sheila Pratschke, Heritage Council Board Member, gives some opening words at Water, Town and Topography II on 20 May. 
Image: RIA. 



Our newest member town joined 
the Irish Walled Towns Network in 
2025. Located on the western side of 
County Meath, close to its border with 
Westmeath, Athboy is a small town with 
a long history.

Tlachtga (known locally as the Hill of Ward) 
to the east of the present-day town is thought 
to have been an important gathering place 
from as early as the Bronze Age. The site 
survives today as a quadrivallate (four-
ringed) enclosure or ringfort. Archaeological 
investigations have shown evidence of activity 
there from the Bronze Age right up to the early 
medieval period. An important assembly site 

within the kingdom of Míde (along with Tara, 
Tailtin and Uisneach), Tlachtga is particularly 
associated with the celebration of Samhain. 

The Annals of the Four Masters record a 
number of encounters between the armies 
of Máel-sechlainn II (Malachy Mór) of Meath 
and the Norse of Dublin at Tlachtga in the 
11th century, and a major ecclesiastical synod 
in 1167. When the Anglo-Normans arrived in 
Meath, the king of Bréifne was reportedly killed 
at Tlachtga during a meeting there with Hugh 
de Lacy. De Lacy – who ruled Meath from Trim 
Castle - granted Athboy to William de Muset 
in 1171. It subsequently passed to the Tuites, de 
Loundres, Prestons and Browns. 

Getting to Know Athboy

Meath ACO Robert Miles, Cllr. David Gilroy & 
Members of Athboy 100 local history group, 
outside the town walls. Image: Eimear O’Connell.    

https://www.oxbowbooks.com/9798888570449/excavations-at-tlachtga-hill-of-ward-co-meath-ireland/
https://www.oxbowbooks.com/9798888570449/excavations-at-tlachtga-hill-of-ward-co-meath-ireland/


A church dedicated to St. James was founded 
c.1200 - likely at the same location as the 
present-day Church of Ireland church – which 
indicates some level of urban development on 
the site of the current town by that date. The 
earliest reference to any Norman fortification 
at Athboy is in 1212, to a ‘castle’ – which may 
have been a motte and bailey rather than 
a stone building and is likely to have been 
located at or near Tlachtga. The first reference 
to the fortification of the town itself is a 
murage grant dating to 1306. A Carmelite friary 
was founded in 1317; the exact location of this 
is a matter of some debate. The town was 
incorporated as a borough in 1337. 

Athboy’s location at the border between Gaelic 
and Anglo-Norman territory (later, the Pale) 
gave the town a certain amount of strategic 
importance, both defensively and in terms of 
trade. In a charter dated 1407, Henry IV granted 
to the town’s residents the right to form a 
guild of merchants. Sixteenth-century records 
show significant quantities of goods imported 
into Athboy from England – via the port at 
Drogheda. 

There is some disagreement about the 
exact route of the town’s walled circuit 
when complete. There is no indication of 
defensive walls in any of the known early 
maps of the town. John Bradley (in 1984) 

Meath ACO Robert Miles and members of Athboy 100 local 
history group on the roof of the present-day St. James’s 
Curch, Athboy. Image: Eimear O’Connell.

Athboy as represented in the Down survey (1656-58). Image: 
www.downsurvey.ie

An event at Tlachtga/the Hill of Ward during Púca festival in 2024. Image: Courtesy Failte Ireland. © Failte Ireland.



proposed a smaller circuit, with the Athboy 
river forming a natural boundary to the 
northeast. Avril Thomas (in 1992) proposed 
a larger circuit, extending either side of the 
river and significantly further to the west than 
Bradley’s. The two overlap at and to either 
side of a surviving stretch of wall at southeast, 
and at one additional point on the northwest 
boundary.

Today there is one substantial surviving 
section of wall, which includes an open-backed 
mural tower, as well as potential surviving 
medieval fabric within the boundary wall of St. 
James’s Church of Ireland Church.

Lord Justice Pelham, writing in 1579, described 
Athboy as “a very ancient and well-built town 
for one street” and the description still rings 

Image from Athboy Town Walls Conservation 
Management Plan, (Research + Dig for Meath 
County Council, 2025) showing Bradley and 
Thomas’s proposed circuits. Image: Research + Dig.

Surviving stretch of town wall, 
including mural tower, partially 
obscured by vegetation.  
Image: Eimear O’Connell.



true today. Although the town has developed 
beyond its main street, the wide central 
thoroughfare, running northeast-southwest, is 
still its most characteristic feature.

In recent years, the town has built on the 
historic association between Tlachtga and 
Samhain to capitalise on Fáilte Ireland’s 
Home of Halloween brand. The annual Púca 
festival, spread between events in Athboy and 
neighbouring Trim, draws large crowds to the 
town each October. 

By contrast the Blue Jean Country Queen 
festival, organised by Meath Macra na Feirme 
and volunteer-run, has been taking place in 
Athboy each June Bank Holiday weekend 
since 1987. 

Athboy 100 was a local history project based 
around the centenary of the 1916 Rising that 
has since developed into an active community 
group. The group has developed a heritage trail 
in the town, in collaboration with Athboy Tidy 
Towns, as well as a series of online resources. 
In 2025 the group engaged with Meath County 
Council and consultants Research + Dig on a 
Conservation Management Plan for Athboy 
Town Walls.

This text has been compiled by the IWTN 
Project Manager from information contained 
in: The Medieval Walled Towns of Meath, Abarta 
Heritage for Meath County Council, 2025 and 
Athboy Town Walls Conservation Management 
Plan, Research + Dig for Meath County Council, 
2025. Any errors or omissions PM’s own.

Athboy c.1900. Image: Robert 
French, from The Lawrence 
Collection, National Library of Ireland.

Samhain Fires Ceremony at the 
Fair Green, Athboy, during Púca 
Festival 2024. Image: Courtesy 
Harris PR. © Harris PR.

https://pucafestival.com
https://pucafestival.com
https://athboy100.com/


The 12th, 13th and 14th of June 2026 
are European Archaeology Days. 
It’s a European-wide initiative that 
started in France in 2010 and now 
includes events in at least thirty 
countries across Europe.  

In 2010 the National Institute for 
Preventive Archaeological Research 
(INRAP) in France launched a 
nationwide event to promote all aspects 
of archaeology and increase public 
awareness of archaeological heritage. 
This took place on one Saturday in June. 
It included open days at museums, 
research institutes and archaeological 
sites as well as community digs and 
children’s activities. Such was the interest 
that the following year the programme 
was extended to two days and then 
again to three days (with a Friday added 
specifically to focus on engagement with 
schoolchildren).  

Spotlight on: European Archaeology Days

In 2019, the initiative was extended to Europe 
under the banner of European Archaeology 
Days and the patronage of the Council of 
Europe. In 2025, thirty European member 
states participated.  

European Archaeology Days are coordinated 
in Ireland by the Heritage Council. Since 2023, 
the Heritage Council has held a Heritage 
in Schools Archaeology Day at its Kilkenny 
headquarters on the Friday of the European 
Archaeology Days weekend. Children and 
teachers from local primary schools are invited 
to attend and learn about archaeological 
heritage and research in Ireland with taster 
sessions from Heritage in Schools Specialists 
on topics such as: ‘Viking Archaeology’, 
‘Medieval Manuscripts’, ‘Historic Weaponry’, 

Left: Young visitors to Heritage in 
Schools Archaeology Day 2025. 
Image: The Heritage Council.



‘Blacksmithing’, ‘Rocks and Fossils’ and lots 
more.  The event will take place on Friday June 
12th this year.

Other events taking place in Ireland in 2026 
include a guided walk by the Dublin Mountains 
Partnership, an archaeological excavation 
open day at the Woodstown Viking site outside 
Waterford city,  a medieval Loughrea schools 
event in Co Galway, ‘Archaeology in a Box’ 
at Scarriff Library, Co Clare and a tour of a 
medieval church at Donard, Co Wicklow.     

 The Europe-wide programme can be found 
here.

To view Irish events, or to add an event, go here.

Heritage in Schools specialist Una Halpin at Heritage in Schools Archaeology Day 2025. Image: The Heritage Council. 

Heritage in Schools specialist Richard Eaton at Heritage in 
Schools Archaeology Day 2025. Image: The Heritage Council.

https://journeesarcheologie.culture.gouv.fr/en/program#/
https://openagenda.com/en/jea-2026-ireland?cl=null


The Heritage Council is seeking to appoint a 
qualified and experienced provider to develop a 
guidance document on managing vegetation on 
historic masonry. This document will be used to 
provide guidance for specifiers and contractors 
in carrying out conservation and maintenance 
projects.  Closing date 5pm on 03 July 2026.

RFQ document. 

RFQ Managing Vegetation 
on Historic Masonry

News and Updates

Joint IHTA/
IWTN Seminar 
2026: Water, 
Towns & 
Topography II

Recordings are now available of the joint Irish Historic Towns Atlas/Irish Walled Towns 
Network seminar 2026 on the theme of Water, Towns & Topography, which took place in Dublin 
on 20 May last.  Seminar Report and Links to Recordings. 

The European Heritage Hub and partners 
have launched Heritage Adapts! – a new 
programme for groups and organisations 
who care for heritage sites and traditions 
(what the programme calls ‘heritage 
stewards’). Local stewards are asked 
to sign up to a pledge to protect their 
heritage sites or traditions from the 
impacts of climate change by 2030 – 
and to support one another through 
the process. Groups who sign up will 
have access to guidance on developing 
and implementing locally-led climate 
adaptation strategies. 

Heritage Adapts! FAQ.

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/news/jobs/managing-vegetation-rfq
https://www.ria.ie/2026/05/28/water-towns-and-topography-seminar-report-2026/
https://act.heritageadapts.org/faq-general


CHERISH Webmap
The Discovery Programme has launched a new 
webmap, allowing users to access all of the 
data that was gathered as part of the CHERISH 
project – including images, 3D data and survey 
data. CHERISH was a six-year Ireland-Wales 
project, bringing together four partners across 
the two nations to document heritage sites at 
risk from the impacts of climate change. The 
project began in January 2017 and ran until 
June 2023. It benefitted from €6.1 million of EU 
funds through the Ireland Wales Co-operation 
Programme 2014-2020. Access webmap.

What does Heritage smell like?

Wonder Wander Walking Trails for Galway

The Narrative Heritage 
Network of the European 
Heritage Hub is holding 
an online meeting on 17 
June 2026 at 10am CE (9am 
IRE) to discuss the role of 
smell in how we experience 
heritage. The discussion will 
be led by heritage expert and 
researcher John Beauchamp. 

Registration link. 

Wonder Wander walking trails 
for Galway – including for Galway 
City Core and Eyre Square – have 
recently been launched by the 
National Inventory of Architectural 
Heritage, working in partnership 
with Michael Scott and Anne-
Marie Cusack, the Architectural 
Conservation Officers in Galway 
City Council and Galway County 
Council.

Wonder Wander trail maps for 
Galway. 

https://discoveryprogramme.ie/2025/10/20/cherish-webmap-launched/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=kuPA24-YSUuuT716ek9PiMN6o2xHoVFGoi7pS2SWQb9UOUpOWFlWNjE2RVNTNEEyUEVDTlIwNDEwSC4u&route=shorturl
https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/places-to-visit/galway/
https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/places-to-visit/galway/


Masters: 
Keepers of 
Tradition 
Supported by The Heritage 
Council and Coimisiún na 
Meán, a new six-part series 
focused on traditional skills 
is currently available on 
the RTÉ Player. The series 
features a stonemason, 
weaver, basketmaker, 
horolgoist, blacksmith 
and thatcher as they each 
undertake an individual 
project.

Watch on the RTÉ Player. 

Thatcher Marika Leen features in Episode 6 of the Series. 
Image: RTÉ. 

 @HeritageHubIRE

 TheHeritageCouncil

 @theheritagecouncil

Thanks to everyone as always for sending on 
social media content. Please continue to use the 
hashtag #IWTN on all network-related posts and 
to tag the relevant Heritage Council account:

Social Media

https://www.rte.ie/player/series/masters-keepers-of-tradition/10011256-00-0000?epguid=IP10011264-01-0006
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/
https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/


Contact Us:

Please do get in touch at 
iwtn@heritagecouncil.ie  
if you would like us to promote news or 
projects happening in your walled town 
over the coming months. 

www.irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie

Candlelit Tales – a storytelling event at Tlachtga/the Hill of Ward during Púca Festival in 2022.  
Image: Courtesy Harris PR © Harris PR.  

The IWTN is funded by the Heritage 
Council and delivered in partnership with 
Local Authorities and community groups.

https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheHeritageCouncil

