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Project Manager’s Message

Hello everyone and welcome to the
April 2026 edition of the Walled
Town Crier.

You’'ll have noticed that there was no
February 2026 issue due to organisational
changes here at IWTN HQ so this issue gives
us along overdue opportunity to learn
more about one of our founding, and most
active, member towns: Youghal, Co. Cork.

We also have an update on some exciting
recent discoveries in Limerick, and of course

the usual round-up of news and updates
from within and without the network.

On a personal note, it was lovely to see so
many of you at our recent AGM in Drogheda
and I look forward to working with you all
again in 2026 - and beyond.

Warmest Regards,
Eimear

Eimear O’Connell,
IWTN Project Manager

IWTN members attend a presentation by Aideen Morrissey of Louth County Council during the 2026 AGM in Drogheda.

Image: Jenny Callanan.



Getting to Know Youghal

Nestled at the base of a prominent
headland on the Cork side of the
Blackwater estuary, Youghal has

no shortage of natural and cultural
heritage. Sandy beaches flank the town
and its streetscapes feature surviving
medieval monuments, eighteenth-
century houses, large sections of early
town walls and the landmark clock
tower, built in 1777. The town also

has a rich supply of nineteenth- and
twentieth-century building stock.

There is some documentary evidence for Viking
encampments in the Youghal area in the 9th and
10th centuries, but little evidence of organised
urban settlement before the 13th century.

The founding of the town is usually credited
to Maurice Fitzgerald (2nd Lord Offaly), who
inherited lands in that region in 1215.

We know that Marice Fitzgerald was granted
Royal licence to hold a weekly market and a
yearly fair at Youghal in 1234, which suggests
both that the town existed at that date and
that it was only then becoming large enough
to sustain a weekly market/yearly fair. The
authors of the Irish Historic Towns Atlas
volume for Youghal propose that the curving
form of the main street in the town may be due
to its being based on a pre-existing routeway
around the headland, known as the Bealach
Eochaille. Youghal’s landmark St. Mary’s
Collegiate Church also dates largely to the
thirteenth century.



Youghal town wall (western section) at Raheen Road. Image: Irish Walled Towns Network.

The first surviving record of a murage grant

for Youghal is dated 1275 and it refers to the
tenants of Thomas de Clare, who was Maurice
Fitzgerald’s grandson-in-law. The grant is for
seven years, “to enclose the vill [and] repair its
wall”. The reference to ‘repair’ suggests that
there was a wall of some description already in
place at that time, but the majority of the walled
circuit as it survives today is assumed to follow
the line of the wall associated with the 1275
grant. The town was originally enclosed on three
sides — a quay wall may not have been added
until as late as the 15th century. There is some
debate about the walling of the ‘base town’ to the
south of the main walled town, outside the south
gate — most writers date it to the 15th century,
but some suggest an earlier date.

Left: St. Mary’s Collegiate Church, Youghal. Image: Chris Hill
Photographic. © Tourism Ireland.

Below: Map showing Youghal’s Walled Circuit, from the
Conservation & Management Plan (Margaret Gowen, editor.
2008)



Youghal town

wall (southern
section) at Jail
Steps.

Image: Courtesy
Luke Myers.

© Luke Myers.

The Clock Tower, Youghal, built in the 18th century on Tynte’s Castle, Main Street, Youghal. Image: Irish Walled Towns
the site of the former south gate. Image: Irish Walled Towns Network.
Network.



Visitors on Church Street in the Raleigh
Quarter. Image: Matt Brooker Photography.

When complete, Youghal’s stone walls were
¢.1,750m in perimeter and had an external fosse
as an extra line of defence. There were five
gates into the town: Clock Gate, North Gate,
South Gate, Quay Gate and Water Gate. The
present day Clock Tower marks the site of the
former Clock Gate. There were also thirteen
towers, including the Montmorenci Tower and
the Half Moon Tower, which still stand today.

The town’s fortunes waxed and waned over the
subsequent centuries and it was attacked on
several occasions. A large number of murage
grants in the 14th and 15th centuries indicate
that there was an ongoing need for defensive
protection The quay wall was likely added
during this era. Tynte’s castle is a surviving
15th-century tower house that was probably
one of many on the main street, alongside less
defensively-built town houses.

After the failure of the second Desmond
Rebellion in 1583 and as part of the subsequent
Munster Plantation, Walter Raleigh was
allocated large confiscated lands in Cork and
Waterford, including Youghal. Raleigh sold

his estate in 1602 to Richard Boyle, who was

to have a much bigger impact on the fabric of
the town - as he did on other parts of Cork and
Waterford, including Bandon.

Festival crew, Helen Mulcahy, Aileen Murray and Mary Linehan Foley, at Youghal
Medieval Festival 2025. Image: Matt Brooker Photography.

A town corporation was founded in 1609-

10 and there are frequent references in
corporation documents to the repair and
upkeep of the walls, which were becoming
increasingly obsolete. In this period there are
also frequent references to the construction of
the harbour and quays. Youghal was a major
exporter of both beef and butter in the later
17th-century.

In 1753 the estate including Youghal passed by
inheritance to the Dukes of Devonshire, who
took little interest in the town until the early
19th century, when their then agent set about
town improvements including new wharves,
warehouses and a hotel. The 19th century also
saw the increasing industrialisation of the
town, helped by the construction of a bridge
across the estuary in 1830 and the coming of
the railway in 1860. Lace, bricks and pottery
were some of the town’s industrial products. In
the same period, Youghal continued to develop
as a seaside tourism destination, again helped
by the opening of the Cork-Youghal railway.

Tourism and manufacturing continued to
be the main economic drivers in the town
into the twentieth century, including a
significant carpet and textile industry. These
were impacted by recession in the 1980s and



again in the 2000s. The loss of these major
manufacturing employers in particular led
Youghal Town Council to focus on heritage-
led regeneration as a strategy for future
development.

Youghal’s Heritage-led Regeneration Strategy,
published in 2005 with Heritage Council
funding, was the first of its kind in Ireland.
The first major development based on its
recommendations was the establishment of
Youghal Socio-economic Development Group
(YSEDG) in 2007. As another consequence

of having established the Heritage-led
Regeneration Strategy and of actively seeking
heritage-focused opportunities, Youghal
became a founder member of the Irish Walled
Towns Network.

In 2008, Youghal Town Council acquired a
999-year lease on St. Mary’s Collegiate Church.
The Council also purchased the adjacent 17th-
century College and its gardens. The Church

is operated as a visitor attraction, and is the
central focus of the Raleigh Quarter, named for
its association with Walter Raleigh.

Aside from its impressive town walls, Youghal
is perhaps best known within the IWTN for
its annual Medieval Festival. The festival is

going into its 17th year in 2026 and takes

place over the August bank holiday weekend.
Independent evaluation by Real Insights

in 2023 calculated an economic return of
€863,700 to the town from the one-day
festival, including €224,000 in accommodation
revenue. Visitor satisfaction measured 4.86 out
of 5, with 98% of visitors surveyed stating they
would return to the festival.

In 2025, Catherine Desmond and Aileen Murray
were interviewed for the Cork Chronicles
podcast about the Youghal Medieval Festival,
the origins of the event and heritage-led
regeneration in Youghal.

This text has been compiled by the IWTN Project
Manager from information contained in:

Irish Historic Towns Atlas, no. 27: Youghal,
David Kelly and Tadhg O’Keeffe (RIA, Dublin,
2015)

Conservation & Management Plan: Youghal
Town Wall, Integrated Conservation Group

(2008)

Ballybrilliant, The Heritage Council of Ireland
(2018)

Any errors or omissions PM’s own.



https://open.spotify.com/episode/4Fb30czcIeXLSYoSrxFo85
https://www.ria.ie/irish-historic-towns-atlas/youghal/
https://www.ria.ie/irish-historic-towns-atlas/youghal/
https://www.ria.ie/irish-historic-towns-atlas/youghal/
https://irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/YOUGHAL_Youghal-Town-Wall-Conservation-and-Management-Plan.pdf
https://irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/YOUGHAL_Youghal-Town-Wall-Conservation-and-Management-Plan.pdf
https://irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/YOUGHAL_Youghal-Town-Wall-Conservation-and-Management-Plan.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/Ballybrilliant.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/Ballybrilliant.pdf

Recent Discoveries in Limerick

Recent flood relief works in Limerick
City have led to some exciting

new discoveries in relation to the
‘Englishtown’ circuit of the city wall
on King’s Island. Limerick City &
County Council Archaeologist, Sarah
McCutcheon, has the following update.

Works are currently underway on the King’s
Island Food Relief Scheme in Limerick City.
Leading up to and throughout the scheme there
have been several interesting finds, especially in
relation to the City defences.

During advance testing in 2020 by Billy Lynch
for Moore Group, a new stretch of the City wall
was located along Bridge Street that terminated
atone end in a cobbled surface, indicating

the location of the entrance from the City

into the harbour, and at the other in masonry
foundations. This was interpreted as the section
of the City Wall linking Quay Gate to the bastion
at the south.

The latest discovery lies to the east of Baal’s
Bridge. Advance works were undertaken by Ian
Russell for Archaeological Consultancy Services
Unit. Prior excavations beneath the school to

Western end of the newly discovered section of city wall between Baal’s Bridge and Abbey Bridge, Limerick City.

Image: Sarah McCutcheon.



the north (Frank Coyne, Aegis Archaeology)
had found a defensive wall extending east

west through the site. It is now suggested that
there may have been another, later extension
of the city defences closer to the Abbey River,
presumably to protect the bridge head at Baal’s
Bridge. There was a charter to build the bridge
in stone dated to 1340. The new section of wall is
1.80m in width and at the east the current quay
wall is built on top of it. Thereafter it angles
slightly inland and aligns with a section of wall
found in 2000 during the Main Drainage Works
(Edmund O’Donovan/Margaret Gowen).

Further test trenches and monitored site
investigations along George’s Quay have
established the exact line of the wall, where
previously there were just one or two verified
locations. This will facilitate and authenticate
the representation of the line of the wall in the
public realm when the scheme is complete.

If you'd like to hear more, you can listen to Sarah

discuss the finds on Limerick radio station
Live95 or view Limerick City & County Council’s
social media video on Instagram, LinkedIN or
Facebook.

Image caption: Map of
Limerick’s city walls taken
from Limerick City Walls:
Conservation & Management
Plan (Aegis Archaeology,
2008). Revised line of city wall,
based on recent discoveries,
indicated in red.

Recently-exposed section of city wall on George’s Quay,
Limerick City. Image: Sarah McCutcheon.


https://shows.acast.com/live-95-limerick-today-podcasts/episodes/limerick-archeologist-sheds-light-on-recent-walls-of-limeric
https://shows.acast.com/live-95-limerick-today-podcasts/episodes/limerick-archeologist-sheds-light-on-recent-walls-of-limeric
https://shows.acast.com/live-95-limerick-today-podcasts/episodes/limerick-archeologist-sheds-light-on-recent-walls-of-limeric
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DWWKf-bDThm/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7442898445654437888
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1CPMyeuPdG/

News and Updates

Joint IHTA/IWTN Seminar
2026: Water, Towns &
Topography 11

The Irish Historic Towns Atlas (IHTA)
annual seminar is convened for a
second year in association with the
Irish Walled Towns Network on the
theme of urban settlements and their
relationship with water. The focus

is on Ireland, Britain and central
Europe and will include topics from
the influence of rivers on urban
landscapes, to the historic role of water
in communication, trade, tourism and
leisure.

Full programme and booking link

IWTN Members visit
St. Laurence’s Gate

Members who attended the IWTN
AGM 2026 in Drogheda recently had
the rare opportunity to access the
interior of St. Laurence’s Gate. The
thirteenth-century barbican must be
one of the most imposing sections of
town fortification surviving in Ireland
and the views from its upper levels
give a great sense of how Drogheda
has developed over time. Many thanks
to the Office of Public Works for
facilitating our visit.

Mayor of Drogheda Borough District,
ClIr. Michelle Hall, Louth County Council
Heritage Officer, Brendan McSherry, and
Heritage Council Head of Conservation,

lan Doyle, enjoying the view from
Laurence’s Gate. Image: Eimear O’Connell.


https://www.ria.ie/2026/03/30/ihta-seminar-2026-water-towns-and-topography-ii/

Heritage
Residency
Opportunity

Applications are currently open for the
Europa Nostra/INTO Inclusive European
Heritage Residency 2026, to take place in
Malta this September. Focusing on Building
Strong Heritage Organisations, this practical
Residency is targeted at professionals and
leaders of small or medium-sized heritage
organisations who want to strengthen their
growth and sustainability. It is designed to

support organisations looking to reinforce
their capacity, enhance financial sustainability,
improve governance, engage volunteers,
increase visibility and effectively manage small
heritage sites or natural areas. Both cultural
and environmental organisations are welcome.
Apply by 15 May.

Full details and application form

Peer Learning Visit:
Call for Applications

The EU-funded European Heritage
Hub invites city representatives and
heritage professionals to apply for
its upcoming peer-learning visit

in Rotterdam, The Netherlands,
taking place from 17-19 June 2026.
Organised in partnership with the
City of Rotterdam, this programme
offers a unique opportunity to share
good practices and acquire skills for
addressing environmental, digital,
and social challenges related to
cultural heritage in local contexts.
This visit will focus on Rotterdam’s
Heilige Huisjes (Holy Houses) festival.
Applications by 26 April.

Full details and application form



https://www.europanostra.org/join-the-inclusive-european-heritage-residency-2026-in-malta-apply-by-15-may/
https://www.europeanheritagehub.eu/call-for-applications-hub-peer-learning-visit-to-rotterdam/

2027 European Year of the Normans

A reminder to all to submit your planned 2027
events or projects for inclusion in the official 2027
- European Year of the Normans programme to
the Région Normandie as soon as possible. Please
make a separate submission for each individual
event or project. The programme will be finalised
in early June.

Link to submit events or projects for inclusion.

The Institute of Archaeologists
of Ireland will hold its annual
conference 2026 in Cork on 17-18
April. The theme for this year’s
event is ‘Common Threads -
Connections across periods,
places and practices’ and there’s
plenty on the programme

for those with an interest in
medieval archaeology, including
a poster titled ‘Recovering

the Medieval Walled Town of
Buttevant.

Full programme and booking

Social Media

Thanks to everyone as always for sending on
social media content. Please continue to use the
hashtag #IWTN on all network-related posts and
to tag the relevant Heritage Council account:

X @HeritageHubIRE

ﬂ TheHeritageCouncil

@theheritagecouncil


https://www.millenium.fr/en/labelled-projects-0?token=7Ff-DNAzsbqrXeIkCEUv3P7B4cQf1qop-mzjpfmWNxA
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/common-threads-connections-across-periods-places-and-practices-tickets-1983552889087?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/
https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/

A glimpse of sunnier days to come! Holiday-makers at Claycastle, Youghal. Image: Courtesy David Creedon. © David Creedon.

Contact Us:

Please do get in touch at
iwtn@heritagecouncil.ie The IWTN is funded by the Heritage
if you would like us to promote news or
projects happening in your walled town
over the coming months.

Council and delivered in partnership with
Local Authorities and community groups.

www.irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie

An Chombhairle Oidhreachta
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