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Project Manager’s Message

Hello everyone and welcome to the
December 2025 edition of the Walled
Town Crier.

It’s a busy season and I know that many
towns around the network are already up
and running with the wonderful festive
events that make them such great places to
visit at this time of year.

Last month, we welcomed our new Irish
Walled Towns Network Chair, Mr. Paul
Moynihan to the network. Paul’s first official
duty as Chair was at the November meeting
of the IWTN Management Committee and
he looks forward to meeting the wider
membership at our 2026 AGM.

Yulefest Christmas Market in Kilkenny City.

In this issue of the Walled Town Crier, our
regular ‘Getting to Know’ feature focuses
on Wexford, another member town with
Viking roots. And, of course, we have our
usual round up of news and updates from
within and without the network.

Finally, I'd like to wish all of our members
a very happy and peaceful Christmas and
New Year. Ilook forward to working with
you again in 2026.

Warmest Regards,
Eimear

Eimear O’Connell,
IWTN Project Manager

Image: Dylan Vaughan. Courtesy Yulefest Kilkenny. © Yulefest Kilkenny/Kilkenny County Council.



Getting to Know Wexford

With Viking origins and a long history of
siege and defence, Wexford was one of
the IWTN’s founder members. Ian Doyle,
Heritage Council Head of Conservation,
is here to tell us more about the town’s
early development.

Viking settlement

Wexford was originally founded by Vikings
around the middle of the 9th century AD. We
know that Vikings began to overwinter in
Dublin in 841 AD so it is not surprising that
Wexford harbour attracted settlement after
an earlier phase of raiding. The first reference
to a settlement at Wexford was in 888 AD.

The original Norse name was “Waesfjord” (or
“Veisafjoror”), meaning “inlet of the mud-flats/
mud-flats fjord”

View of Wexford from the east bank of the River

Slaney. The current Wexford Bridge was built in
1959 and refurbished in the 1990s. The earliest
bridge at this crossing was completed in 1795.
Image: Courtesy Cormac Breslin. © Cormac Breslin.

This is likely to have been a defended
settlement, most likely in its early years
defined by a clay bank and a water-filled
ditch, potentially comparable to the earthen
defences excavated at Woodstown, Co
Waterford.

Archaeological excavations in modern
Wexford, at Bride Street in 1988 revealed
substantial evidence of Norse settlement in the
form of post and wattle houses dating to the
11th century. Further post and wattle houses
were exposed during drainage works on South
Main Street, however, there have been no
excavations comparable to those in the Viking
areas of Waterford, Cork and Dublin.

The layout of the town seems to have been
determined by the topography where a north



- south ridge carried a main street running
parallel to the seafront. This layout has formed
an enduring core to the town of Wexford to this
day. We know of references to a church of St
Olaf or St Doologue and a Holy Trinity church
and well. These are no longer extant but they
are in keeping with Hiberno-Norse church
dedications in Waterford and Dublin.

The Anglo-Norman town

In May 1169, a force of Anglo-Norman knights
led by Robert FitzStephen accompanied by
Irish allies under Diarmait Mac Murchada
besieged Wexford. This force of Anglo-
Norman knights had justlanded at Bannow
and were the advance guard of a larger force
under Strongbow or Richard de Clare, Earl of
Striguil. Gerald of Wales tells us that the town
was defended and, interestingly, he uses the
same terms to describe the defences as he did
for those of Waterford and Dublin, which we
now know from archaeological excavation
were enclosed by masonry walls. Based on
this, there is a possibility that Wexford was a
walled medieval town by the time of the Anglo-
Norman invasion.

This siege of 1169 is depicted in the Ros
tapestry. Diarmait Mac Murchada tempts
Robert FitzStephen as they both overlook the
town prior to its capture.

The Siege of Wexford. Panel

4 of the Ros Tapestry.
Image: Mary Browne. Courtesy
Ros Tapestry Exhibition Centre.

Initially, according to Gerald of Wales, the
townspeople of Wexford left the defences
and confronted the knights outside the town,
but on seeing the might of the invaders they
burnt the suburbs and retreated within the
town’s defences. Various attempts to storm
the defences failed until on the following
day a peaceful resolution was negotiated by
two bishops and the town was surrendered
to Diarmait Mac Murchada who in turn
granted it to Robert FitzStephen. In 1173 King
Henry Il granted Wexford to Strongbow and
it functioned as the principal town of the
lordship of Leinster.

Following this initial conquest Wexford
developed into an Anglo-Norman town. A

new church was dedicated to St Mary and the
priory of SS Peter and Paul (Selskar Abbey) was
founded by the Augustinians. The Franciscans
arrived in the 13th century and set up outside
and to the west of the defences. As with other
Anglo-Norman towns in Ireland the settlement
began to operate as a borough with burgesses
who were granted plots of land for houses and
trade. Typical burgage plots survive to this

day along Main Street and High Street where
buildings front on to the street and long plots of
land stretch to the rear. Similar patterns survive
in the Faythe area to the south of the town. This
name appears to derive from the Irish faiche


https://rostapestry.ie

Wexford town wall at Abbey Street. Image: Irish Walled Towns Network.

for open green space. The local hurling club -
for which Lee Chin plays - the Faythe Harriers
takes its name from this area of the town.

During this period, Wexford operated as a
medieval trading port. This is reflected in

the finds of medieval ceramics from Bristol
and south-west France. A key feature of any
medieval town is its castle and, unusually, the
former Wexford Castle was located outside
the medieval walls to the south of the town in
present day Barrack Street. This castle appears
to have been of a similar form to Carlow or
Ferns Castle, i.e. a rectangular keep with four
corner towers. Unfortunately this was levelled
in the 1720s to construct an army barracks,
but there are reports that its foundations still
survive.

The Anglo-Normans developed the stone
defensive wall around the town. There is no
evidence of a wall on the eastern or seaward

side but the landward side was defended by a
C-shaped circuit. The wall enclosed the medieval
town and provided protection, signified status
and allowed for the levying of tolls.

Exposed cross-section through the town wall at Rope Walk
Yard, King Street Upper, Wexford town where the parapet
wall survives to a height in excess of a meter above the
remains of a wall walk. This section of wall was repointed in
2023. Image: lan Doyle.



As the medieval period endured and drew to a
close, there are repeated references to burgage
plots lying waste due to flooding, the hostility
of the Irish, and silting of the harbour.

The seventeenth century

During the 1640s Wexford became the base for
the Confederate Navy and was well defended
by cannons, presumably seized from Royalist
shipping. This appears to be one of the reasons
Oliver Cromwell was intent on capturing
Wexford in October 1649. He noted in his
letters that the ‘The wall of the town is very
strong, being rampiered with earth, very thick’.
It appears from this that earthen ramparts
were added to the medieval town defences

so as to absorb the impact from artillery.
Unfortunately, this did not save Wexford as the
town governor allowed access to the medieval
castle to Cromwellian troops and, faced with
this, the town’s defenders abandoned their
walls and fled. In the subsequent storming of
the town many of the citizens lost their lives.
The details of this siege are described in detail
in Padraig Lenihan’s (2025) publication Siege in
Ireland 1641-53.

Evidence of the wall walk at Mary Street, Wexford town,
where conservation works uncovered traces of the parapet
wall and the sloping drainage stones that also formed a wall
walk. Crenelations would have risen from the parapet wall.
Image: lan Doyle.

Wexford today

A sizeable portion of the town wall and its
towers survive today. In recent years, with
funding from the Heritage Council, IWTN and
Wexford County Council several conservation
projects have removed vegetation, repointed
and consolidated the defences. Works have
taken place at the Ropewalk Yard, Rowe Street,
Mary Street and Abbey Street. The work

of successive Heritage Officers Catherine
McLoughlin and Colm Moriarty in managing
these projects is impressive. Earlier work in
the 1980s reroofed the surviving gate tower at
Westgate, this was probably a private gate and
tower belonging to Selskar Abbey. This is likely
to be a later stretch of town wall as in 1355 the
priory was described as being juxta or beside
Wexford (possibly outside of the defences).
Curiously, the same papal document described
Selskar priory as ‘almost at the end of the
world in Ireland’.

As in most Irish towns the conservation of this
medieval and later heritage has had some good
successes. In 1988 the local community funded
the archaeological excavations of Viking

A square wall mural tower at Rowe Street, this was probably
originally an open-backed tower but was remodelled in the
late 19th century when the nearby church was built.

Image: lan Doyle.



Right:
Wexford quay. Image: Courtesy Kevin Dowling. © Fiilte Ireland.

Below:

Wexford Festival Opera has been an annual event since
1951. This image shows a production of L'Aube Rouge at the
National Opera House in 2023. Image: Clive Barda ArenaPAL for
Wexford Opera Festival. © Clive Barda ArenaPAL for Wexford Opera
Festival.

houses at Bride Street but stories also circulate
about the remains of a medieval ship covered
hurriedly during the construction of a1960s
parish hall on the opposite side of the street!
Equally, during the 19th century town gates
and stretches of wall were removed to facilitate
traffic and to show an improving mindset.

Other forms of heritage are present also.
Wexford is the birthplace of the writer

John Banville and his early novels about

the 17th-century mathematicians Kepler

and Copernicus conjure up descriptions of
claustrophobic walled towns, which Banville
acknowledges as inspired by growing up in an
Irish walled town. The town also features in
the writings of Colm Téibin, while writer Billy
Roche’s characters are also firmly set in the
narrow streets and ancient property plots of
Wexford town.

Wexford played host to Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann in 2024
and 2025. This image shows a quayside event in 2024.
Image: Courtesy Aoife Kavanagh. © Aoife Kavanagh.

This article was written by Ian Doyle and edited
for inclusion in The Walled Town Crier by the
IWTN Project Manager. Any errors or omissions,
PM’s own.



Festive Events in Member Towns

Once again, our IWTN member towns have some fantastic festive events
planned. Here are just some of them.

Waterford (European City of Christmas!) has really carved out a niche for itself with Winterval and the city’s annual
Christmas festival is now in its 13th year. It includes everything from Waterford on Ice to a light show, craft workshops,
funfair, music and theatre. www.winterval.ie Image: Courtesy Failte Ireland. © Failte Ireland.

In Kilkenny, Yulefest is an annual
festival that runs from late November
until Christmas Eve. This year’s
festival features music, street
entertainment, fireworks and much
more - including the much-loved
Christmas Tree Festival in St. Canice’s
Cathedral.
www.yulefestkilkenny.ie

Image: Dylan Vaughan. Courtesy Yulefest
Kilkenny. © Yulefest Kilkenny/Kilkenny
County Council.
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There’s also a full programme of events in Limerick, with ice skating, circus performances, street shows, Santa visits
and pantos all featuring. www.limerick.ie/christmas

Image: Light Up Limerick procession in Limerick City. www.limerick.ie.

As well as these bigger festivals and events
there are a host of smaller local events taking
place in towns and villages around the network.
Some of these will have already taken place

by the time the e-zine is issued, and in those
cases we hope the hardworking organisers are
already taking a well-earned Christmas break!

In Kilmallock, a Christmas Fest took place on 7th December -

It’s fantastic to see Athenry Heritage organised by the Kilmallock Christmas Committee, which sounds
Centre’s Nollaig Beo event back up and very festive! And the Friar’s Gate Theatre has a full programme
running this year. It runs from the 6th to of Christmas events, including a trad Christmas concert and a

the 14th of December. production of A Christmas Carol. Friar’s Gate Theatre



https://www.friarsgate.ie/trad-christmas-concert/
https://www.athenryheritagecentre.com/index.php/events/120-nollaig-beo-2025

In Youghal, the Mayor’s Christmas Market and Christmas Athlone Christmas Market runs from December 11th to
Concert takes place on 13th December. Living Youghal 2lst at Civic Square. Athlone Christmas Market

Derry Christmas is a full programme of festive events
in Derry city and across the wider Derry-Strabane area.
Derry Christmas

Last but not least, many of our member towns are
running shop local campaigns alongside the seasonal
festivities. In Carlingford, 2nd December was the annual
Carlingford Shopping Day - with local businesses
offering a range of discounts and incentives to shoppers
throughout the day and into the evening.

Visit Carlingford



https://livingyoughal.ie/event/mayors-christmas-concert/
https://athlone.ie/events/athlone-christmas-market-2/
https://www.facebook.com/VisitCarlingford

News and Updates

IWTN welcomes
new Chair

The Management Committee of the Irish
Walled Towns Network is delighted to
welcome Mr. Paul Moynihan - formerly of
Cork City Council - to his new role as Chair.
We look forward to working together to
deliver the IWTN’s objectives and to promote
walled town heritage in 2026 and beyond.

IWTN Conservation/

Capital Works Grants
2026

The IWTN Conservation/Capital Works grants

scheme for 2026 will shortly open for applications.

As in previous years, the scheme will fund:
Conservation works to town walls and related
early buildings; Reports and surveys needed in
order to obtain Ministerial Consent for town wall

Webinar:
Destination & Experience
Development Plans

Members are invited to attend an online
webinar with Justine Carey of Failte Ireland
on the topic of Destination Experience
Development Planning.

This will take place on Wednesday 17th
December at 10.30am. Details have been
circulated. Please contact the IWTN Project
Manager for link.

Destination Experience Development
Plans (DEDPs) are Failte Ireland’s five-
year sustainable tourism development
plans. They capture proposed tourism
development projects within one plan to
maximise their potential over the five-year
life of the plan.

Many of our member towns fall within areas
covered either by Fdilte Ireland’s existing
DEDPs or by DEDPs currently in preparation.

conservation works; New or updated Conservation
Management Plans; and Maintenance Plans

for town walls where significant conservation
work has already taken place. The closing

date will be 18th February 2026. Please see
irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie for updates.




New audio guide for Fore

A new audio guide to the historic town of Fore,
Co. Westmeath, is now available. Covering
Fore’s prehistoric and early Christian heritage,
its history as a walled town and its famous
‘seven wonders’, the guide accompanies
visitors on a 60-minute tour of the town’s many
heritage features.

The guide was produced by Abarta Heritage

in consultation with the local community

and Westmeath County Council, and funded
through the Irish Walled Towns Network
Interpretation & Events grants scheme in 2025.
More details and link to the audio guide here.

Kilmallock-Derry-
Bradford

Interactive 3D digital models of Derry

and Kilmallock, developed over the last
two years as part of a joint UK-Ireland
Research in the Digital Humanities project
(Kilmallock-Derry-Bradford: Twinning
North-South Irish Walled Towns & UK
Cities of Culture), were officially launched
at Ulster University’s Magee Campus on
25th November. Read more about the
project here, and have fun exploring the 3D
models at the links below:

Derry
Kilmallock


https://irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie/discover-the-wonders-of-fore/
https://www.bradford.ac.uk/news/archive/2025/incredible-interactive-3d-models-will-preserve-centuries-of-heritage.php
https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/derry-uav-mesh-da901627c77b4855b019fee037a3c206
https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/kilma24-uav-0856e2639ab146fdb200f5c87924c3b2

Community Monuments Fund 2026

The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage’s Community
Monuments Fund for 2026 is now open for applications. The Community
Monuments Fund invests in archaeological heritage and helps owners and
custodians of archaeological monuments to safeguard them into the future
for the benefit of communities and the public. For more information on the
2026 scheme, see here. Private and community applicants should contact
their relevant local authority for details and local submission dates.

2027.
European Year of the Normans

Apply now to register all of your 2027 events and
projects that fit the Year of the Normans theme with
the Région Normandie This will allow you to use the
official Year of the Normans logo for your event/project
and will ensure that your event/project is registered as
part of the online programme and promoted on online
platforms for the Year. Applicants can register multiple
events/projects. For details see here.

Social Media X @HeritageHubIRE
Thanks to everyone as always for sending on
social media content. Please continue to use the ﬁ TheHeritageCouncil

hashtag #IWTN on all network-related posts and
to tag the relevant Heritage Council account: @theheritagecouncil


https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/
https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-housing-local-government-and-heritage/publications/community-monuments-fund-2026-call-for-projects/?fbclid=IwY2xjawOoHQdleHRuA2FlbQIxMABzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeKuG4fk--OmnfSAcg0rNYjGbNqH-oyDmzfZTYQP1oDLp-lyrD4lzQ8I57dq0_aem_D8OGMFPTcWh6-ECzFkc5LA
https://www.normandie.fr/2027-european-year-normans

Monck Street, Wexford Town, Co. Wexford. A retractable roof canopy, installed in 2024, made Monck Street Ireland’s first
fully-covered pedestrian street. Image: Courtesy Failte Ireland. © Failte Ireland.

Contact Us:

Please do get in touch at
iwtn@heritagecouncil.ie The IWTN is funded by the Heritage
if you would like us to promote news or
projects happening in your walled town
over the coming months.

Council and delivered in partnership with
Local Authorities and community groups.

www.irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie
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