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Project Manager’s Message

Hello everyone and welcome to the
October 2025 edition of the Walled
Town Crier.

It’s been a busy couple of months for the
network: we held a Buildings Archaeology
training day in Galway in September,
celebrated our twentieth anniversary in
Kilkenny at the start of October, launched a
new publication and if that wasn’t enough,
grants drawdown deadlines are now
looming.

This month we bid goodbye to outgoing
IWTN Chair, Peter Carey. Peter has brought a
wealth of knowledge and experience to the
management of the network over the last

three years and we’re hugely grateful for the
time and commitment he has given us. We
wish him well in all his future endeavours.

In this issue of the Walled Town Crier, our
regular ‘Getting to Know’ feature focuses
on Waterford City, a town whose earliest
defences date back to 10th century Viking
settlement. And, of course, we have our
usual round up of news and updates from
within and without the network.

Warmest Regards,
Eimear

Eimear O’Connell,
IWTN Project Manager



Getting to Know Waterford

Laying claim to being Ireland’s oldest
city, Waterford was originally enclosed
by Viking settlers in the 10th century.

Viking settlements are recorded in the
Waterford area from the mid-ninth century
and references to an early longphort at
Waterford - used as a raiding base - date to
that era. Viking settlers were briefly ousted
by local forces in the early years of the tenth
century then returned to establish a more
robust settlement around 914. The founding
of Waterford is usually attributed to Ragnall
(Reginald) or Sitric, both associated with the Ui
Imair dynasty.

Called Vedrafjéror (variously: the windy ford,
the ford of the ram) this early settlement

occupied a triangular promontory between
the River Suir to the north and St. John’s River
- also known as St. John’s Pill - with its tidal
marshes to the southeast. It is suggested that
the settlement was surrounded by bank and
palisade defences on three sides, with a more
heavily fortified citadel at the ‘point’ of the
triangle, inland from present day Reginald’s
Tower.

By the early 11th century, Waterford - already
an important trading port at that stage - had
come under the control of the O’Brien dynasty
(associated with High King Brian Boru).
Dermot Mc Murrough attempted to take
Waterford in 1167 as part of a move to claim the
High Kingship but was unsuccessful. Following
McMurrough’s famous agreement with Henry



The triangular form of early walled town can still be read in the street pattern today. Image: Courtesy Waterford Museum of

Treasures. © Waterford Museum of Treasures.

I to secure Anglo-Norman mercenary support,
he returned in 1170, accompanied by the forces
of the Earl of Pembroke, Richard de Clare
(Strongbow). This time they were successful.

In 1171 Henry Il landed with a large fleet in
Waterford - designating both it and Dublin
royal cities, under the direct control of the
English crown. Over the following century;, it
grew to become Ireland’s second city (after
Dublin) and a crucial port.

There is some debate about whether the
10th-century bank and palisade defences

had been all or partially replaced in stone

by the time of the Anglo-Norman invasion.
Certainly, the additional defences putin

place during the Anglo-Norman period were
builtin stone. Research suggests that initially
(c.1200) the existing Hiberno-Norse defences
were upgraded and additional gates added.
Following that, an expanded defensive circuit
was put in place over the course of the 13th
century. Murage grants are recorded dating to
1211, 1223, 1233, 1236 and 1243. These allowed for
the collecting of tolls to fund the construction
of defensive walls. Later grants in 1290, and
into the early 14th century, refer specifically
to the funding of repairs. Significant land

A section of thirteenth-century city wall survives within the
Penneys shop on Barronstrand Street. Image: Eimear O’Connell.



reclamation - both along the Suir quays and
into the marshes of St. John’s Pill - took place
as the city expanded. The Suir quays were
again enclosed in the late 14th century and the
defensive circuit was expanded to the south
and west in the 15th and 16th centuries.

The full perimeter of the walls once the
expanded circuit was complete was 2,450m.
Entry into Waterford was by 5-6 landward
gates, 3 internal gates, c. 6 quay gates and a
number of posterns. Some of the gate names
survive today, such as Colbeck Gate, St. Martin’s
Gate, Lady’s Gate, Central Gate, Arundel Gate,
St Patrick’s Gate, New Gate, Close Gate and
John’s Gate. There were also a number of
towers protecting the town, of which some

of the names have survived - French Tower,
Double Tower, Watch Tower, St Martin’s Tower,
Reginald’s Tower, Turgesius Tower, Beach
Tower and the Semi-Lunate Tower.

With the advent of artillery, Waterford’s city
walls - like those of other towns and cities -
ceased to provide a defensive function and

fell into disrepair over the course of the 18th

and 19th centuries. The quayside walls were
removed in the 18th century to facilitate

the industrial development of the quays.
Waterford continued to operate as a thriving
port well into the twentieth century, even

after many of the quayside industries had

shut down. Port of Waterford operations were
moved to Belview in neighbouring Kilkenny in
the early 1990s - providing a shorter approach
from the sea, and better access to road and rail.

Today, nearly two kilometres of town wall,
and six towers remain, constituting the
largest surviving collection of medieval
urban defences in Ireland. Reginald’s tower
in particular is a landmark monument in the
present-day city. Built c.1200 on reclaimed
land at the apex of the “Viking Triangle”, it
was refortified in the 16th century, along with
additional reinforcements to the defensive
circuit and a new quay wall. The tower is now
open to the public as a museum. It displays a
selection of finds from the excavation of an
early Viking settlement at Woodstown and
acts as an orientation point for visitors to the
historic city.

Exterior and interior views of Reginald’s Tower.
Images: Courtesy Waterford Museum of Treasures. ©
Waterford Museum of Treasures.



Irish Wake Museum, Cathedral
Square, Waterford. Image:
Nicola Matthews.

Extensive public realms works and the
development of a suite of visitor museums
in Waterford city over the last 25 years have
transformed the historic city centre. The
city’s award-winning Medieval Museum
opened in 1999 and ‘Waterford Treasures’ now
encompasses five separate museums as well
as a Viking Virtual Reality Experience at the
Viking House and the EPIC Guided walking
tour - all located within the historic city core,
which is branded the “Viking Triangle”. The
Irish Wake Museum (one of the Waterford

Medieval Museum,
Waterford Treasures.
Image: Courtesy Joseph
Carr Photography. © Joseph
Carr Photography.

Treasures properties) is located within a row
of significant early cagework houses.

In addition, important medieval monuments
like Blackfriars and Grayfriars abbeys, the
eighteenth-century Bishop’s palace, two
cathedrals, a huge wealth of industrial
heritage, and a busy calendar of festivals

and cultural events - to name but a few of its
many attractions - make Waterford today a
popular destination for both residents and
visitors alike.



Waterford City & County Council (then
Waterford City Council) was one of the IWTN’s
founder members in 2005 and has remained
an active participant in the network since

that time. In addition to delivering significant
conservation works to surviving sections of
Waterford’s city walls, the Council - through
its Architectural Conservation Office - has
produced a series of excellent plans and
guides, including:

The City’s Best Kept Secret: Interpretation Plan
for Waterford’s Medieval City Walls (WCCC,
2021). See here.

EPIC guided walking tour, Waterford city. Image: Patrick
Browne for Waterford Treasures. © Patrick Browne for Waterford
Treasures.

Medieval Waterford, City Walls and Towers: An
Ilustrated Guide (WCCC, 2022). See here.

Both of these documents were supported
through the IWTN’s Interpretation and Events
Funding Scheme.

For more Waterford resources see here.

This article was compiled by the IWTN Project
Manager, with input from Rosemary Ryall,
Waterford City & County Council Architectural
Conservation Officer and IWTN town
representative for Waterford. Any errors or
omissions, PM’s own.

Spraoi International Street Arts Festival - one of many events in
Waterford’s festival calendar. Image: Patrick Browne for Waterford
Spraoi. © Patrick Browne for Waterford Spraoi.


https://irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/F0E29071-EB47-4E22-87F4-D52B238C42CFWaterfordMedievalWallsInterpretation_15Oct21-min.pdf
https://irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Medieval-Waterford-City-Walls-and-Towers_Illustrated-Guide.pdf
https://irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie/town/waterford

New IWTN Publication

Perspectives on the
Conservation and Management
of Historic Town Walls.

The Irish Walled Towns Network is delighted
to launch a new publication containing ten
different perspectives on issues relating to
the conservation and management of historic
town walls.

The booklet, which covers aspects of

history, archaeology, conservation, ecology,
interpretation and urban design, marks twenty
years since the founding of the network.

In his foreword, Peter Carey, IWTN Chair,
writes:

Professor Tadhg O’Keeffe’s essay in this
publication describes the walling of New Ross
as a collective endeavour, in which the various
groups of craftspeople and citizens in the town
came together to ensure the building of the town
walls was successfully completed. In that same
spirit of collective endeavour, the Irish Walled
Towns Network has for the last twenty years
been bringing together craftspeople, heritage

professionals and communities to ensure that
our historic town walls and our historic walled
towns are safeguarded and celebrated.

This collection of essays brings together

the perspectives of some of the people who
have been involved in that endeavour, from
archaeologists to conservation architects and
ecologists to interpretation professionals. This
is just a snapshot of the much wider community
of care that the Network has helped to foster
around town walls and walled towns since its
inception.

Read online or download the PDF

We hope that you will enjoy reading it.

Some of the
contributors to the
publication, with
Martina Moloney
and Peter Carey,
at the IWTN
annual conference
2025. Image:

Vicky Comerford
Photographer.



https://irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/IWTN-Perspectives-on-Conservation-and-Management-of-Historic-Town-Walls.pdf

News and Updates

Buildings Archaeology
Training Day

The Irish Walled Towns Network in
collaboration with Galway City Council
Architectural Conservation and Heritage
hosted ‘Discovering Buildings Archaeology’
in Galway City on 17 September. We had
fantastic presentations from Dr. Shirley
Markley of ATU Sligo, NMS archaeologist
Coilin O’Drisceoil and NBHS architectural
advisor Nicki Matthews, followed by

a walking tour to sites and projects of

interest in Galway city centre. Allin all, a Training day attendees at St. Nicholas’ Collegiate Church,
great day out! Galway. Image: Eimear O'Connell.

IWTN members
and friends at
the IWTN annual
conference
2025. Image:
Vicky Comerford
Photographer.

Annual Our annual conference 2025 took place in Kilkenny on 03 October -

celebrating 20 years of the Irish Walled Towns Network. Storm Amy
Conference didn’t deter the stalwart IWTN members. We heard opening words
2025 from Martina Moloney, Chair of the Heritage Council, and Peter

Carey, outgoing IWTN Chair, followed by five fantastic presentations -
touching on history, archaeology, conservation, research, community
engagement, festivals and events, and cross-border collaboration. We
rounded off the day with a visit to Talbot’s Tower, kindly led by Céilin
O’Drisceoil. Thank you to our fantastic speakers and to all our attendees
for braving the weather. We’re looking forward to the next 20 years.



Sean Corcoran Series Arts
+ Heritage Day

The wonderful Sean Corcoran Series Arts +
Heritage Day took place in Drogheda on 7th
September. It was great to see St. Laurence’s Street,
at the heart of the historic walled town, come alive
with events and entertainment of all descriptions.
Members may be interested to listen to this
conversation between historian Donal Fallon and
conservation architect Grainne Shaffrey, which
was recorded live at the Highlanes Gallery as part
of the Arts + Heritage Day programme.

Mummers’ Ball at the Sean Corcoran Series Arts +
Heritage Day. Image: Eimear O’Connell.

Historic Structures
Fund 2026

Minster James

Browne TD and

Minster Christopher

O’Sullivan TD

are delighted to

announce the launch

of the Historic

Structures Fund for

2026.The nationwide

grant will provide

grants of between €50,000 and €200,000
to enable the repair, maintenance, and
conservation of Ireland’s historic properties.
Read more here.

Within/Without: The
Archaeology of Partitions

The 8th Annual National Monuments Service
Archaeology Conference took place on
October 18. The programme explored how
partitions — seen and unseen — shape our
landscapes, histories, and communities.
Recordings

of all

lectures

are now

available

on the NMS

YouTube

channel.

Congratulations to: Bandon Walled Town Festival and
Castledermot Local History Group on being named county winners in
the 2025 Heritage Week awards; to Galway County Council Heritage
Office on their StoryMaps project being awarded the Open Data award
at the 2025 Ireland e-government awards; and to Kells Local Heroes,
Kells Pride of Place and Kells Type Trail on being awarded a Meath
County Council Pride of Place Award for their Cooper’s Park/The
Croghan project. Our IWNTN members are a high-achieving bunch!

Social Media

Thanks to everyone as always for sending on
social media content. Please continue to use the
hashtag #IWTN on all network-related posts and
to tag the relevant Heritage Council account:

X @HeritageHubIRE

ﬁ TheHeritageCouncil

O" @theheritagecouncil


https://threecastlesburning.libsyn.com/grainne-shaffrey-in-conversation-on-cities-towns-and-our-built-environment
https://threecastlesburning.libsyn.com/grainne-shaffrey-in-conversation-on-cities-towns-and-our-built-environment
https://threecastlesburning.libsyn.com/grainne-shaffrey-in-conversation-on-cities-towns-and-our-built-environment
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-housing-local-government-and-heritage/services/historic-structures-fund/
https://tinyurl.com/mm6cphuk
https://tinyurl.com/mm6cphuk
https://tinyurl.com/mm6cphuk
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/
https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/

Viking Ship at Carlingford Medieval Festival 2025, which took place on 13-14 September.

Image: Darran Rafferty Photography, Dundalk Photos.

Contact Us:

Please do get in touch at
iwtn@heritagecouncil.ie

if you would like us to promote news or
projects happening in your walled town
over the coming months.

www.irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie

OX00@

The IWTN is funded by the Heritage

Council and delivered in partnership with
Local Authorities and community groups.

An Chombhairle Oidhreachta
The Heritage Council


https://www.dundalkphotos.com/
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https://www.youtube.com/user/TheHeritageCouncil

