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Project Manager’s Message

Hello everyone and welcome to the
August 2025 edition of the Walled
Town Crier.

What a summer we’ve been having. We've
seen record attendance at festivals and
events around the network as people
soak up the good weather and the quality
programming.

As we head ‘back to school’, we have a look
back at some of those events and a look
forward to upcoming network fixtures

- including our buildings archaeology
training day in Galway City.

Our regular ‘Getting to Know’ feature
focuses on Trim, Co. Meath, a town steeped
in heritage and home to perhaps Ireland’s
most famous Anglo-Norman castle.

We also have our usual round up of news
and updates from within and without the
network.

Warmest Regards,
Eimear

Eimear O’Connell,
IWTN Project Manager

Helen Mulcahy, Aileen Murray and Mary Linehan Foley keeping everything running smoothly at Youghal Medieval Festival on

03 August. Image: Matt Brooker Photography.



Getting to Know Trim

Home to Trim Castle, Ireland’s largest
Anglo-Norman fortification, as

well as a host of other historic and
archaeological monuments, Trim lives
up to its billing as a heritage town.

Like many Irish towns, Trim’s relationship

to its river — the Boyne - was, and continues

to be, central to its development. The town’s
name derives from Baile Atha Troim, the town
at the ford of the elder tree. A monastery was
founded on the north bank of the river by
Saint Loman in the 5th century, while a secular
settlement developed on the south bank.

Trim’s location at both a ford and what was the
highest navigable point on the river Boyne, as

well as its central position within the lordship
of Meath, meant that it acquired huge strategic
importance during the Anglo-Norman
conquest. Hugh De Lacy was granted the Meath
lands by Henry I in 1172 (against the opposition
of Tighearnan O Ruairc, King of Bréifne) and set
about building a number of castles to secure
his control of the territory.

In Trim, de Lacy may have initially fortified an
existing Gaelic earth and timber fort, before
beginning the first phase of the stone castle

- on the same site - between 1175 and 1180. De
Lacy was killed in 1186 and the lordship passed
to his son Walter de Lacy, who oversaw two
subsequent phases of construction, between
1190 and 1200.



Walter increased the height of the castle
keep and added the curtain walls and mural
towers that give Trim Castle its characteristic
imposing appearance today. Walter’s
granddaughter Matilda and her husband
Geoffrey de Geneville added a great hall to
the northeast of the castle keep in the later
thirteenth century.

Many readers will remember Trim Castle being
used as a filming location for Braveheart in the
early-1990s. It stood in for York castle in the
completed film.

Trim’s importance in the medieval period is
evident not just in its imposing Anglo-Norman
castle, but also in the wealth of other surviving
medieval monuments that are to be found in
the town. The old bridge, linking High Street
and Market Street across the river Boyne, is

The Yellow Steeple. Image: Liam Mannix/IWTN.

reputedly the oldest bridge still in active use
in Ireland. It was built in the mid-fourteenth
century, replacing an earlier twelfth-century
structure.

Opposite the castle, on the north side of the
river, the ruins of the Augustinian abbey
dedicated to St. Mary are still visible. This is
thought to have been founded by St. Malachy
in the 1140s. The surviving fourteenth-century
bell tower is known locally as the Yellow
Steeple. A Dominican friary was founded

by Geoffrey de Geneville in 1263. This will

be familiar to IWTN members as the site of

the Blackfriary Archaeology Field School. A
Franciscan friary was also founded in the town
in the 1260s, some remains of which have been
incorporated into later buildings in the Market
Street/Boyne Cottages area.

The first recorded murage grant for Trim dates
to 1289-90. It is possible that this was made

in respect of an earth bank and ditch, rather
than a stone wall. The first murage grant to
specifically mention a stone wall was made in
1308. Murage grants were again made in 1315-
16,1393 and 1417. When completed, Trim’s stone
walls enclosed an area of 23 hectares. There
were six gates leading into the fortified town,
Dublin Gate, Navan Gate, Water Gate, Sheep
Gate, Bridge Gate and Athboy Gate. There

was a natural fosse (the River Boyne) but not
ramparts.

By the fifteenth century Trim had become an
important frontier town for the pale. Trim’s

A community archaeology event at Blackfriary Archaeology
Field School. Image: Meath County Council.


https://bafs.ie

The Sheep Gate. Image: Liam Mannix/IWTN.

walls were attacked and the town was taken

in 1537 by Silken Thomas and again in 1647 by
Oliver Cromwell. In 1689 the town’s inhabitants
were ordered to work for six days to repair the
walls.

In common with other towns, Trim’s medieval
walls ceased to provide a defensive function
during the eighteenth century, and by the
early nineteenth century, sections had been
removed to allow for the town’s expansion.
Today, surviving sections can be seen at Sheep
Gate, behind the Church of Ireland rectory, at
St. Patrick’s national school, at Finnegan’s Way
and on Loman street.

The Sheep Gate gave access from the town to
an extensive area of commonage, known as the
Porchfield. This survives as an undeveloped
green area within the town today and contains
the remains of a medieval road, linking Trim to
Newtown Trim (established in 1202 by Simon
de Rochford). The Porchfield is a significant
public outdoor space within the town and is a
favourite destination for walkers and runners,
as well as hosting occasional events.

Interpretative signage on the Porchfield. Image: © Failte
Ireland. Courtesy Failte Ireland.



Puca Festival 2024 at Trim Castle. Image: Barry Cronin. Courtesy Harris PR.

Trim continued to be a busy market town into
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and is
still a busy and vibrant town today. St. Patrick’s

cathedral church, Trim Courthouse, the Market

House, and the Wellington Monument are
significant architectural features. The Swift
Cultural Centre opened in 2023 — named for
the association between Trim and writer
Jonathan Swift - and the town is host to a
Haymaking Festival, Summer Music Festival
and the Halloween-themed Puca Festival,
among other cultural events.

For more about Trim, including links to

the Trim Town Walls Conservation and
Management Plans, walking trails, audioguide
and our Medieval Walled Towns of Meath
publication, see HERE.

Text prepared by the IWTN Project Manager,
based largely on information contained in The
Medieval Walled Towns of Meath - produced
by Abarta Heritage for Meath County Council
with funding from the IWTN Interpretation and
Events grants scheme 2024.



https://irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie/town/trim/
https://irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/The-Medieval-Walled-Towns-of-Meath.pdf
https://irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/The-Medieval-Walled-Towns-of-Meath.pdf

Discovering Buildings Archaeology

Booking is open for our buildings
archaeology training day, which will
take place in Galway City on 17th
September.

The Irish Walled Towns Network and Galway
City Council Architectural Conservation

and Heritage are delighted to be hosting
‘Discovering Buildings Archaeology’ in Galway
City on 17 September 2025.

Buildings Archaeology is a specialised sub-
discipline of archaeology, focused primarily
on the archaeology of above ground remains.
The aim of the buildings archaeologist is to
reconstruct the history of standing buildings
and structures through analytical, scientific,
archival and survey methods. The importance
of this approach has become increasingly
recognised in an Irish context in recent years
and this has been reflected in the attachment
of buildings archaeology conditions to
conservation grant funding, planning
applications, and archaeological consents.

‘Discovering Buildings Archaeology’ will

provide an introduction to the discipline, with
recognised experts — including Dr. Shirley
Markley, Director of the Certificate in Buildings
Archaeology at ATU Sligo and representatives
of the National Monuments Service and
National Built Heritage Service — and will
offer plenty of opportunity for questions and
discussion. Site visits in the afternoon will
allow attendees to identify the remains of
early buildings in Galway City, and consider
the application of a buildings archaeology
approach in practice.

This event is of general interest, and will be of
particular interest to archaeologists, architects,
conservation practitioners, specifiers

and those commissioning archaeological
assessments. The aim of the eventis to

outline what should be involved in a buildings
archaeology approach to recording and
specification and to provide a sense of what
can be gained by its application.

» To book a free place click HERE
» The programme can be downloaded HERE
» Leagan inGaeilge le fail ANSEO


http://bit.ly/4mVL2ZT
https://irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Discovering-Buildings-Archaeology-Programme.pdf
https://irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Seandalaiocht-Foirgneamh-a-Fhiosru-Clar.pdf

Our member towns have hosted some fantastic festivals and events over the
summer season. And we were blessed with the weather! A massive thank you to all
of the volunteers and local authority personnel that make these wonderful events
possible. Here’s a selection of photos from just some of them.

Eddie Taffe, CEO, Colm Moriarty Heritage
Officer, Joe Sullivan Cathaoirleach, Garry
Laffan Mayor Borough District of Wexford,

all Wexford County Council and Martina
Moloney, Chair of the Heritage Council, with
historic reenactors at Wexford’s Walled Town
Medieval Day on 16 August. Image: lan Doyle.

Mythological pageant with community actors
at Buttevant Art and Heritage Day on 05 July.
Image: Eimear O’Connell.

Battle reenactment at Youghal Medieval Festival on 03 August. Image: Matt Brooker Photography.



Meet the Archaeologist event at Athenry Walled Towns Day on 17 August.
Image: Alan Burgess, Athenry Heritage Centre.

Members of Bran Dubh Living History Society
Walking Tour of Wexford Town Walls, led by at Athenry Walled Towns Day on 17 August.
Monica Crofton. Image: Ian Doyle. Image: Alan Burgess, Athenry Heritage Centre.



Traditional craft demonstration at Athlone Castle at their Storm the Castle open day on 17
August. Image: Athlone Castle.

Minister Christopher O’Sullivan and Heritage
Council CEO Virginia Teehan with Brenda

Malloy, harpist, attend Bandon Walled Town Walking Tour of Medieval Loughrea lead by
Festival’s Harp Symposium on 23 August. Christy Cunniffe. Image: Galway County Heritage
Image: The Heritage Council. Office.

Mayor of Limerick, John Moran, with members of the Limerick City Pipe Band and local

residents attend the Ballai Luimnigh community event in Irishtown, Limerick, on 17 August.
Image: Kieran Ryan-Benson.



News and Updates

Sean Corcoran
Series Arts +
Heritage Day

Booking is open for the Sean
Corcoran Series 2025, which

takes place in Drogheda from 5-7
September. Sunday 7 September is
the festival’s Arts + Heritage Day,
funded under the Irish Walled
Towns Network Interpretation and
Events Grants Scheme in 2025.

For more see HERE.

Commercial Dive Training for Archaeologists

The National Monuments Service of the
Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage is offering up to four grants in 2025,
each valued at€5,900, to assist archaeologists
gain commercial diving qualifications.

Interested archaeologists are invited to submit
a covering letter, CV and details of their
proposed dive training course to uch@housing.
gov.ie by 5pm, Friday 25 October 2024.

For more see HERE.


https://www.archaeology.ie/about-us/corporate-information/news/dive-bursary-scheme/
https://seancorcoranseries.com/events/

It’s our birthday!

Mark your calendars for Friday 3rd October,
when we’ll be meeting in Kilkenny to celebrate
20 years of the Irish Walled Towns Network.
Programme details to follow.

Working Back/
Moving Forward

The 2nd Annual Galway City
Architectural Conservation
Gathering will take place,

in Galway, on 12 September.
Working Back/Moving Forward
will bring together leading
voices from urban design,
architecture, and conservation
for an all-day event focused

on the adaptive reuse and
conservation of historic
buildings and places.

For more see HERE.

Social Media

Thanks to everyone as always for sending on
social media content. Please continue to use the
hashtag #IWTN on all network-related posts and
to tag the relevant Heritage Council account:

X @HeritageHubIRE

ﬁ TheHeritageCouncil

O.' @theheritagecouncil


https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/
https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/
https://www.galwaycity.ie/news/2025/working-back-moving-forward

IWTN Members at the Sheep Gate, Trim, on the occasion of our AGM 2024. Image: Eimear O’Connell.

Contact Us:

Please do get in touch at
iwtn@heritagecouncil.ie The IWTN is funded by the Heritage
if you would like us to promote news or
projects happening in your walled town
over the coming months.

Council and delivered in partnership with
Local Authorities and community groups.

www.irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie
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https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
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