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Project Manager’s Message

Hello everyone and welcome to 
the June 2025 edition of the Walled 
Town Crier. 

It’s been great to see this year’s grant-aided 
projects getting up and running in member 
towns and I was delighted to visit Athboy, 
Co. Meath – our newest member – to meet 
with local representatives and chat about 
their priorities for the town. 

We’ve all been enjoying the summer 
weather, of course, and around the Irish 
Walled Towns Network summer means 
festivals and events. We’ve rounded up 

some of the events you can look forward to 
in this issue. 

Our regular ‘Getting to Know’ feature 
focuses on New Ross, Co. Wexford, where 
the development of heritage-led tourism 
has been a town priority since the 1980s. 
We also have our usual round up of news 
and updates from within and without the 
network.  
 
Warmest Regards,  
Eimear 
Eimear O’Connell,  
IWTN Project Manager

Meath ACO Robert Miles, Cllr. David Gilroy & Members of Athboy 100 local history group, outside the town walls, on a sunny 
day in Athboy, Co. Meath. Image: Eimear O’Connell.  



The relationship between New Ross 
and its river, the Barrow, has informed 
development at this site over numerous 
centuries. Located at what was then the 
lowest and narrowest point on the River 
Barrow, this was a key crossing point on 
the Slíghe Chualann – the early Christian 
route from Dublin to the southeast. It 
was also the location of a 6th-century 
monastery, founded by St. Abbán. .

The area formed part of the McMurrough 
Kingdom of Leinster. That kingdom famously 
passed to the Anglo-Norman Earl of Pembroke 
Richard de Clare (Strongbow) on his marriage 

to Dermot McMurrough’s daughter Aoife in 1171.  
Richard and Aoife’s daughter Isabel de Clare 
married the Anglo-Norman knight William 
Marshal in 1189 – and Marshal, through this 
marriage, came into extensive lands in Leinster, 
as well as in France and Wales. It was the 
Marshals who would oversee the development 
of the town of New Ross and influence much of 
the urban layout we can still see today. 

Marshal set about establishing control of the 
lordship of Leinster. The administrative capital 
of the lordship was established at Kilkenny, with 
a military stronghold at Carlow, an extensive 
network of market towns developed by his 
followers along the routes of the Nore and 

Getting to Know New Ross

New Ross in the early-fourteenth century. Reconstruction drawing by Uto Hogerzeil. 



Barrow rivers and the Slíghe Chualann, and a 
port at New Ross – from where the produce of 
the lordship could be exported to Britain and 
France, and where imports from his overseas 
holdings could be received. 

New Ross – described simply as ‘the new town’ – 
is first mentioned in The Life of William Marshal 
(Histoire de Guillaume le Maréchal, c.1224-26) 
in connection with a 1207 raid on the town by 
Meiler FitzHenry. It is again mentioned in a letter 
by King John in 1210. We know that William 
Marshal first arrived in Ireland in 1200, which 
gives us a date for the establishment of New 
Ross in the early 1200s. St. Mary’s Church, the 
ruins of which still stand, dates to this era. It was 
completed in 1210. 

Dr. Linda Doran has written and spoken about 
the importance of Marshal’s bridge at New 
Ross to the economic success of the Leinster 
lordship. This bridge had been constructed and 
was operational by 1208, when it is mentioned 
in connection with a grant of lands to Tintern 
Abbey. The bridge, and the port at New Ross, 
allowed for produce to be exported from and 

imported into Leinster directly, bypassing the 
royal port at Waterford. This was a source of 
much conflict between the two towns in the 
centuries that followed.

When William and Isabel’s sons failed to 
produce any male heirs, the Leinster lands 
were divided and New Ross lost some of its 
status as an economic driver of the lordship. 

The Marriage of Isabel de Clare and William Marshal from the Ros Tapestry. Image: rostapestry.ie

St. Mary’s Church, New Ross, Co. Wexford. Image: Audrius 
Janecka, via Wikimedia Commons.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Mary%27s_Church,_New_Ross#/media/File:Ruins_of_St_Marys_Church,_New_Ross.jpg


However, it continued to be an important 
port town. Customs returns from the end of 
the 12th century show that it was the busiest 
port in Ireland at that time. The town was 
walled between 1265 and 1269 – an event 
commemorated in verse in The Walling of New 
Ross - and granted a Charter in 1279. The town 
was raided by Art McMurrough in 1394, resisted 
a siege by the Butlers of Ormonde in 1643 and 
finally fell to Cromwell in 1649. It was also the 
location of intense fighting during the 1798 
rebellion. 

A sketch plan of New Ross, dated to 1649, 
shows the walled circuit, with gates and mural 
towers, as well as a postern gate, block house 
and three water gates. A more detailed plan 
showing the town c.1699, and which survives 
as a number of slightly varying nineteenth-
century reproductions, shows five gates and 
five mural towers. When complete the circuit 
extended to some 1700m and enclosed an area 
of approximately 100 acres. 

Nineteenth-century sources describe large 
surviving sections of wall – including two of the 
five gates – at that time, but twentieth-century 

Interpretation signage commemorating the 1798 Battle of 
New Ross, at New Ross Town Hall (The Tholsel), Quay Street. 
Image: Eimear O’Connell.

Plan of New Ross, 1649. As reproduced in Herbert Hore, 
History of the Town and County of Wexford Old and New 
Ross (1900). Note the absence of the bridge, which had been 
destroyed in 1643 and was not rebuilt until 1796.

View of Goat Hill from the top, showing surviving section of 
town wall to right of image. Image: Visit New Ross. 

https://visitnewross.ie/4-goat-hill/


development saw those surviving sections 
reduced to small stretches at Goat Hill and 
Abbey View, as well as the remains of a tower at 
St. Mary’s Abbey. 

New Ross continued to depend on its port for 
trade and commerce well into the nineteenth 
century. Merchant shipping companies traded 
in a wide variety of goods between New Ross 
and overseas markets, increasingly dominated 
by new world destinations. Its identity as a 
port town is marked in many accounts by the 
number and variety of languages spoken on 
the quays. During the Great Famine a number 
of the merchant shipping companies turned to 
exporting passengers and New Ross became an 
important departure port for emigration to the 
United States and Canada. 

One such shipping company was William Graves 
and Sons, founded in 1811. Graves commissioned 
eight ships to be built in Canada in the early 
1840s – among them the Dunbrody – and traded 
in timber and other goods before converting 
some of the ships to passenger accommodation. 
William Graves and Sons continued to operate a 
sawmills and roofing felt business in New Ross 
until 1986 and is remembered as a significant 
employer in the town. 

Among the numerous emigrants from New 
Ross in the late 1840s was Patrick Kennedy, a 

cooper from Dunganstown, New Ross, who 
settled in Boston, Massachusetts. Patrick was the 
great grandfather of future US President, John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy. JFK’s visit to New Ross in 
1963 was an important cultural moment for the 
town, and New Ross has maintained strong links 
with the wider Kennedy family. 

In 1988, during a period a significant economic 
recession and high unemployment, a number 
of members of the New Ross community came 
together to form the John F Kennedy Trust, 
to encourage and develop projects for the 
improvement of the town. In that same year, the 
Trust commissioned architect and town planner 
Paddy Shaffrey to produce an environmental 
study of New Ross (known as the Shaffrey Plan, 
and formally adopted by the Urban District 
Council). Alongside streetscape and public 
realm improvements, the Plan identified the 
potential value of the Kennedy connection to 
the town and the opportunities presented by 
heritage tourism. 

As a result of ongoing discussions on those 
themes, the idea of reconstructing William 
Graves’ Dunbrody famine ship emerged. The 
Dunbrody herself had run aground and been lost 
in 1875. Naval architect Colin Mudie was engaged 
to produce plans for her reconstruction based 
on the original design and in 1996 a five-year 
reconstruction project was begun. This was run 

Visit of President John F Kennedy to New Ross in June 1963. Image: Visit New Ross. 

https://visitnewross.ie/the-story-of-new-ross/


as a FÁS training scheme, with local apprentices, 
and the ship was launched in 2001. In 2006 she 
undertook her maiden international voyage. The 
occasional voyage aside, the Dunbrody is moored 
at the Quay in New Ross and operated as a very 
successful visitor attraction. 

There have been many exciting developments 
in New Ross in recent years, from the Laneways 
Project in 2021 to the re-opening of Goat Hill 
and the new High Hill Norman Gardens in 2022. 
The New Ross Greenway, linking the town with 
Waterford city, is currently under development 
and due to open in 2027. Also due to open in 2027 
is a new Norman Visitor Centre in the former 
Bank of Ireland building on the Quay. New Ross 
has a suite of Summer-Autumn festivals, from the 
New Ross Guitar Festival in July, to the Kennedy 
Summer School in August, the New Ross Piano 
Festival in September and the Eugene O’Neill 
Festival of Theatre in October. 

High Hill Norman Gardens, New Ross. Image: Eimear O’Connell.

The Dunbrody in New Ross. Image: ©Fáilte Ireland. Courtesy 
Fáilte Ireland. 



Finally, no account of New Ross would be 
complete without a mention of the Ros 
Tapestries. Begun in 1998, this community 
project has seen 150 stitchers complete 14 large-
scale tapestries, each depicting an episode from 
the history of the town in the Anglo-Norman 
period. The fifteenth and final tapestry is 
currently under construction. The tapestries 
have also inspired the Ros Tapestry Suite, a 
suite of fifteen works for solo piano, developed 
as part of the New Ross Piano Festival from 
2006-2021. After a brief stay in Kilkenny Castle, 
the tapestries returned to New Ross in May of 
this year and can be viewed at the Ros Tapestry 
Exhibition Centre on the Quay. 

The proposed Norman Visitor Centre at The Quay, New Ross. Image: Wexford County Council.

This article has been compiled by the IWTN Project 
Manager, based on information contained in the 
following sources. Any errors or omissions PM’s own. 

New Ross Town Walls Conservation Plan (Alastair Coey 
Architects, 2008)

New Ross Town Centre First Plan: Appendix C – History, 
Heritage, Character (Howley Hayes Cooney Architecture, 
2023)

Linda Doran, New Ross: Pons Novus villa Willelmi 
Marescialli (Presentation to the IHTA/IWTN Seminar on 
Water, Towns & Topography, May 2025)

Linda Doran, New Ross c.1200 to c.1900: seven hundred 
years in the making (Irish Historic Towns Atlas, 2007)

The Thriving Port of Ros from the Ros Tapestry. Image: 
rostapestry.ie 



July 5

Buttevant Arts and Heritage Day 2025

Mark your calendars for Saturday July 5, when 
Buttevant will play host to a heritage display that 
includes medieval combat, traditional crafts, a 
Fionn Mac Cumhaill pageant, storytelling, harp 
music and more. An exhibition of art and craft 
work by local artists will run throughout the 
weekend. Opening, 1pm at the Muintir na Tire 
Hall in Buttevant. 

See Buttevant Heritage Group for details. 

August 3

Youghal Medieval Festival
Spectacular and immersive, educational, fun 
and festive – the Youghal Medieval Festival 
invites you to step back in time at the majestic St 
Mary’s College Gardens and St Mary’s Collegiate 

Church, on Sunday August 3rd 2025 – from 11am 
till 5pm. 

From highly-charged battle re-enactments 
to incredible costumes and the chance to 
experience medieval village living – the Festival 
is a colourful and fascinating celebration of 
the Medieval heritage of Youghal town. There’s 
something for everyone and plenty to keep the 
younger members of your family entertained all 
day. All events are free.

See Living Youghal for details.

August 16

Wexford’s Walled Town Medieval Day
Join us on the green area behind the Heritage 
Centre in Wexford Town for our annual 
Wexford’s Walled Town Medieval Day. Tours of 
the town wall at 12pm and 3pm, and heritage 
demonstrations on the green from 1-5pm. This 
year’s event features the Fingal Living History 
Society, Irish National Heritage Park, the School 
of Irish Archaeology, Wex Walks and more.

IWTN Summer Events

There’s lots to look forward to around the network this summer. We’ve rounded up 
just some of the many events taking place.

Medieval Re-enactors in Buttevant. Image: 
irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie 

Youghal Medieval Festival 2023. Image: Matt Brooker
Photography, via Living Youghal.

https://www.facebook.com/medieval.buttevant
https://livingyoughal.ie/


 
See Wexford County Council for details. 

August 17

Athenry Walled Town Day

Athenry Walled Town Day is taking place on 
Sunday 17th August 2025 from 1pm to 5pm. 
The Heritage Week theme of ‘Exploring our 
Foundations’ forms a part of this year’s event. 

Running since 2006, Athenry Walled Town Day 
is a family focused heritage and educational 
fun day where all sectors of the community 
can gain a greater awareness, appreciation and 
knowledge of the Medieval Town Walls and the 
town of Athenry. The events are programmed to 
suit all age groups and have strong educational 
and awareness building themes. 

See Galway Community Heritage and Athenry 
Heritage Centre for details.

August 16-24

Rediscovering Our Past at Athlone Castle

Athlone Castle is excited to once again present a 
dynamic and engaging programme of events for 
National Heritage Week 2025, in collaboration 
with a diverse group of expert historians, 
artisans, facilitators, and heritage specialists. 
As this will be our final Heritage Week before 
the commencement of a major redevelopment 
and enhancement of the Athlone Castle Visitor 
Centre (the castle will be closed from September 
2025 – July 2026 to facilitate the redevelopment 
work), we have chosen to make our very popular 
‘Storm the Castle’ Open Day on Saturday 16th 
August the highlight of our programme. 

This special event will offer visitors a unique 
opportunity to experience history come to 
life within the walls of Athlone Castle and 
deliver an exciting lineup of heritage activities, 
demonstrations, and immersive experiences 
designed to celebrate our rich heritage and 
encourage sustainable living practices that 
preserve our cultural heritage for future 
generations. 

See Athlone Castle for details.

Bandon Walled Town Festival
From guided walks to a deep dive through local 
history; a week-long overview of everything you 
wanted to know about the history of Bandon, 
but didn’t know who to ask. Bandon Walled 
Town Festival runs from 16-24 August, with our 
annual Family Fun Day on Sunday 24th August 
closing out the events. 

Members of AD Caller and participants pictured at 
Wexford’s Walled Town Medieval Day 2024. Image: Jim 
Campbell via Wexford People. 

Athenry Walled Town Day. Image: Galway Tourism.

Storm the Castle at Athlone Castle. Image: Athlone Castle via 
Facebook. 

https://www.facebook.com/Wexcoco
http://www.heritage.galwaycommunityheritage.org/
http://www.athenryheritagecentre.com/
http://www.athenryheritagecentre.com/
https://www.athlonecastle.ie/
https://www.independent.ie/regionals/wexford/wexford-district/photos-show-history-coming-to-life-at-wexford-walled-town-medieval-day/a756710775.html


From battle reenactments, to juggling, taking 
part in an archaeological dig, Heritage Skills 
display such as  coin-making and fun and games 
there is something for everyone at our family 
fun day when we bring Bandon of yester-year to 
life. 

See Bandon Walled Town Festival for details.

September 7

Seán Corcoran Series Arts and Heritage 
Day

After a very successful inaugural event in 2024, 
the Seán Corcoran Series Arts and Heritage Day 
returns to the historic walled town of Drogheda 
in 2025. 

This year’s programme will focus on the 

relationship between our built and natural 
environments. Keep an eye out for the 
programme launch.

See Seán Corcoran Series for details.

September 13-14

Carlingford Medieval Festival

The aim of the Carlingford Medieval Festival 
is to celebrate and promote the rich medieval 
heritage of Carlingford through an engaging, 
immersive and fun experience. The festival seeks 
to educate, entertain, and inspire both locals 
and visitors by bringing history to life through 
interactive activities, historical reenactments 
and street entertainment. This year’s festival will 
run from 13-14 September. 

See Carlingford Heritage Centre for details. 

Bandon Walled Town Festival. Image: Bandon Walled Town 
Festival via Facebook. 

Try the Pipes event at the 2024 Seán Corcoran Serie Arts 
and Heritage Day. Image: Na Píobairí Uilleann via Facebook.

Carlingford Medieval Festival 2024. Image: Carlingford Lough 
Heritage Trust.

https://www.bandonhistory.com
https://seancorcoranseries.com/
https://www.facebook.com/carlingfordheritagecentre


The IWTN Project Manager and a number 
of member town representatives attended 
a stakeholder meeting for 2027: Year of the 
Normans in Europe at Dublin Castle on 18 June. 
The event was attended by the President of the 
Région Normandie, Hervé Morin, as well as the 
ambassadors of France to Ireland and Ireland to 
France. 

A reminder that the deadline for submission for 
the first round of the Call for Projects is 30 June. 
Details here.

2027: Year of the Normans

The IWTN Project Manager was delighted to make 
a first official visit to our newest member town, 
Athboy, Co. Meath, in the company of Meath ACO 
Robert Miles, Cllr. David Gilroy and members of 
the Athboy 100 local history group. A Conservation 
Management Plan for the walled town is being 
funded under our Conservation/Capital grants 
scheme 2025.

Town visit: Athboy

News and Updates

Water, Towns, Topography
A very successful joint Irish Historic 
Towns Atlas/Irish Walled Towns Network 
seminar on the topic of Water, Towns and 
Topography, took place at the Royal Irish 
Academy on 28 May. 

Seventeen speakers covered topics 
ranging from eel weirs in Athlone to 
the effects of climate change in Ballina. 
Full event report and recordings of the 
presentations available here. 

https://www.normandie.fr/2027-european-year-normans
https://www.ria.ie/2025/05/29/23743/


2025 marks the 800th anniversary of the founding of 
Kilkenny’s Black Abbey. Our IWTN Management Committee 
member, Cóilín O’Drisceoil, gave a lecture on its archaeology 
and architecture as part of the anniversary celebrations. A 
recording of the lecture can be accessed here.

800 Years of 
Kilkenny’s Black 
Abbey

Heritage and Environmental Sustainability
Members may be interested in this online 
workshop on Heritage and Environmental 
Sustainability organised by the Enhancing 
Cultural Heritage Skills Across Europe 
(ECHOES) project. ECHOES is led by 
partners from Croatia (DRAGODID), Greece 
(Boulouki), and Ireland (Dry Stone Wall 
Association of Ireland - DSWAI) and is 
dedicated to the preservation, advancement, 
and promotion of European cultural diversity 
and heritage. Recording available here. 

 @HeritageHubIRE

 TheHeritageCouncil

 @theheritagecouncil

Thanks to everyone as always for sending on 
social media content. Please continue to use the 
hashtag #IWTN on all network-related posts and 
to tag the relevant Heritage Council account:

Social Media

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NDut1kkCQ7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydXLGZHPr3A&list=PL6wnIX7l8ukKAWs_-T_IH__KDMsAz7UER&index=1&t=2s
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/
https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/


Contact Us:

Please do get in touch at 
iwtn@heritagecouncil.ie  
if you would like us to promote news or 
projects happening in your walled town 
over the coming months. 

www.irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie

Conduit Lane, New Ross. The Laneways Project 
used Destination Towns funding to rehabilitate 
New Ross’s pedestrian laneways, installing new 
lighting, locally-produced ironwork gateways and 
commissioning a series of large-scale murals by 
well-known mural artists. Image: ©Fáilte Ireland. 
Courtesy Fáilte Ireland. 

The IWTN is funded by the Heritage 
Council and delivered in partnership with 
Local Authorities and community groups.

https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheHeritageCouncil

