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The Spanish Arch and the section of wall that faces Galway City Museum is a small
part of the great wall that surrounded Galway. The two surviving arches were part of
a four-arch extension that was outside the boundary. Its purpose was to protect the
city's quays so the arches were only open on the north side. Vessels of all kinds took
shelter as they docked to unload their cargos. The Lisbon earthquake of 1755 caused
a tsunami in Galway Bay and the outer part of this barrier (and two of the arches) was
destroyed.
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Facing what is now the Claddagh, the
western facade of the wall stretched
along the river-front. It had two water
gates, Old Quay Gate and New Strand =
Gate. The larger of these was close to LS Sperried |
where Wolfe Tone Bridge meets the Q2 !“fﬁ
quayside today. This crossing point is a ONE OF FOUR ARCHES )
19th century addition to Galway's fabric, BUILT- IN j561
and was the last of the city’s three U i -
bridges to be constructed.

discover our
hidden fortifications

GALWAY

a —~ . PR
—_ ) - i > { = ' < & -
W O X we €5 0w gt | 7= e Y
:O’Q“:“-‘—‘ E E% 8—46 E e | = 2 3 . "11.';:‘
SS3RL c ¢ Py @ . W Sy 2 | :
SR WL & S5 gmoo 2roxunge oLy e > vy I S = oA (= (= cm
A~ g S S S c = S5t ¢ %o @ 5= S 0= 5.2 SckE S © g C S © c ©\C T ®© = = w
A+ o & c2 P oo aEHY 2SS o R B0 = O AR el v C 6 c 80O =
, T - i O S e — = = T ua hsv_ oEel g S o0 QcS mg® = Ul E
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Cromwellian forces laid siege to the city in 1651 and built a number of citadels. >\ S2YE 5 SO = E g2 g.é‘ a & i g = a GEJ & & e O 5 ve £ 59 B8 D o O é; £5
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bALL OF Th€ RED €ARL

Preceded by a castle keep to the rear, which fell into disrepair in the Middle
Ages, the Hall of the Red Earl was built in the late 1200s, by the powerful de
Burgo family. The hall is believed to have been quite lavish and was used to
hold court, receive subjects, settle disputes, and host banquets. The building
was abandoned when the DeBurgos were overthrown. Foundations were
discovered during building work in 1997 and they can be easily seen at the
headquarters of Duchas; Galway's Civic Trust. Though remains of the castle
were difficult to find (it's masonry had been mostly used to build a lime kiln at
the site) thousands of artifacts that were unearthed. It was concluded that at
some point the site was used as a forge for smelting iron.

The Main Guard /Bridge or West Gate was the
first crossing and entry point over the Corrib
River into the walled city. Its location is known
today as Bruach na Coiribe. The Arms of the
City was carved on a large stone plaque on
front of the arch. This plaque has been incor-
porated into the facade of The Galway Arms
pub nearby. After the city surrendered to
Cromwell in 1652, one of two citadels was
constructed on the site of St. Patrick's Primary
School. In the early 1700s, it was replaced by a
new barracks. By the early 1800s most of the
city walls in this area and the West Gate had
been demolished.
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BLAKE'S
CASTLE

Blake's Castle was built around 1470. It
was a typical medieval, urban tower
house. It preserves a number of key
features, including trefoil-headed
windows to one corner, and a fortifcation

O'CODDOR'S
CASTLE

Early in the 12th century, the Gaelic king of
Connaught, Turlough Mér O'Connor built a
castle at a place known as DUn Bun na

at roof level, which defended the door-
way. The Blakes, one of the Tribes of
Galway' were a powerful family, with
several important castles at Menlo,
Ardfry, Ballyglunin, Castlegrove and other
places. The castle served for a time as the
county gaol, was a large ESB substation
and is now a restaurant. Before it was
subsumed into contemporary buildings, it
had deteriorated with only the wall facing
the street and parts of the east and west
walls remaining

Gaillimhe. The Normans, led by Richard de
Burgh laid siege to the castle in 1230, establish-
ing a permanent presence in Galway. The site
is located on the corner of Quay Street and
Quay Lane. Excavations and carbon dating
carried out by Aegis Archaeology recently
revealed that remains in the foundations of the
building were pre-Norman. Amongst the finds
on the site was a piece of walnut shell. You can
see the ancient foundations under
purpose-built glass flooring inside the shop
that now occupies the site.
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