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@ DUNBRODY FAMINE SHIP

The present ship is a reconstruction of the original Dunbrody,
built in Quebec in 1845. The merchant Graves family from New
Ross commissioned eight such ships to carry cargo to America and Canada. In the
famine years circa 1847 she also carried passengers on her outward journeys, as many
as 313 who sought to escape the harrowing conditions in Ireland. Launched in 2001
the replica Dunbrody was built by a team of Irish Shipwrights, assisted by Fas, at Ross
Co. Boatyard.

€© THE EMIGRANT FLAME

A flame taken form the Eternal Flame at the graveside of president John Fitzgerald
Kennedy at Arlington national cemetery was placed at the quayside ( 191?) here as part
of the 50th Anniversary Celebrations of the Presidents visit to New Ross back in 1963.

€ PODIUM STATUE

The statue marks the spot where President Kennedy spoke to the people of New Ross
in 1963.

@ THE ROS TAPESTRY

The story of the Normans arrival in the South East of Ireland and the consequent devel-
opment of the dynamic port of Ros is depicted in a series of fifteen large embroidered
tapestries. These national treasures each took more that 4 years to complete, over 10
years in the making by 150 volunteer embroiders. They depict a rich mixture of
history and legend interpreting 15 cartoons painted by Ann Giriffin- Bernstorff.

i
% © JFK MEMORIAL STATUE

Unveiled on the 45th anniversary of his visit a life size bronze sculpture of
John F Kennedy was unveiled on the quayside June 2008 by Jean
Kennedy Smith, sister of the president and former US Ambassador to Ireland.

@© CONDUIT LANE / BLACK LANE

B Black Lane, Conduit Lane and Stable Lane were all used for stabling
i “B horses when visitors came to town.

Q THE SITE OF THE SEVEN BRIDGES OF ROSS

The first of the old seven bridges was erected in circa 1207 by William
Marshall to span the river Barrow to connect the Port of New Ross to its
neighbours in Rosbercon in Co. Kilkenny. At various points in history the
bridges fell into disrepair or were destroyed by armies.
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7555 © 1798 MONUMENT STATUE

A bronze pikeman, said to be of Matthew Furlong, bearing a flag of
truce, stands where the main guards cannon stood and prevented
the 20,000 rebels from dislodging the defending garrison from
! the Tholsel.

© THE THOLSEL

The early toll-stall was the important centre of trade and
municipality in medieval Ross and a place where payments
for the right of privilege or passage were made it was
designed by William Kent (London) and built in 1749 on
the site of the medieval market cross. Preserved in the
Tholsel are: the mace of King Edward Il (1374), the
mace of King Charles Il (1699), the charter of King
James Il (1688) which resolved the dispute
between Ross and Waterford Ports, and the
minutes of the New Ross Corporation
dating back to mid 17th century. Tidal

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

ST SerEes 993 or 12 waters of the River Barrow at the end
New Ross Garda Station 051 426 030 of the 18th C caused the foundations
Wexford General Hospital 053 915 3000 o subside and stone by stone the
Samaritans Helpline 1850 609 090 Tholsel was taken down and
Road and Water Emergencies rebuilt in 1805. It now houses
24HR Service 1890 666 777 the Town Council.

| @ YMCA HALL

On the site of St Evins Church, the first church of the Norman town. It was in use for 300
years until 1537 when converted to lay use. A townhouse for the Ivory family also known
as ‘The Abbey’ was also built on this site.

@ SHAMBLES (MEAT MARKET) TOWN JAIL

C1700 the jail occupied the building on the corner of South St and Mary St. It is
mentioned in accounts of the 1798 Rebellion. Records also state that a ducking stool
and pillory were located at this junction in medieval times.

@) BRENNANS LANE

Connecting South St to Barrack Lane and the home of Michael O’Hanrahan born on

St Mary’s Terrace. His mother was Mary Williams married Richard O’Hanrahan who was
involved in the 1867 -Fenian rising. The family moved to Carlow where Michael was
educated. In 1916 he was executed by firing squad in Kilmainham Jail for his part in the
uprising.

@ ST MICHAEL'S THEATRE

Built in 1806 it served as the parish church until 1902 when the new parish church of
St Mary & St Michael was opened. Over the next century the building had many uses
including town hall, a cinema and at present the theatre.

@ DELARE HOUSE

An Augustinian Friary c1300 stretched from here to the theatre and beyond until 1560.
Then in 17790 the Tottenham family built a town house remodelling the ancient
gardens in the early 19th century. In 1854 the property passed to the
Mercy Sisters, it was a school from 1856 - 1971. After thier departure it
was converted to commercial use as Delare House.

PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARY
& ST MICHEAL

The foundation stones were laid in 1895 and this magnificent church
opened in 1902. The high altar was commissioned from James
Pearce, father of the executed 1916 leader Padraig Pearse.

@ ST CATHERINES CHAPEL OF EASE

A free church erected in 1833 by public subscription on the site donated by Charles
Tottenham, well known local landlord.

@ HOSPITAL OF THE HOLY TRINITY

Founded in 1577 by two gentlemen of Ross, Thomas Gregory and George Conway, as
a refuge for the poor and infirm. In 1578, the hospital appealed to Queen Elizabeth of
England for a charter of incorporation which she duly granted, followed by another ten
years later, endowing the foundation with considerable property in the town. By the 17th
century, the hospital had become a secular institution and it was rebuilt by Charles
Tottenham, the aims of the trust are still honoured today.

@ COURT HOUSE

New Ross Court House was referred to by Samuel Lewis in 1837 as “the sessions
house” and completed in 1832 at the expense of £1,334.00 defrayed by the county.

@ LIBRARY PARK AGUS AN CLOG MOR

A wonderful public space featuring an 8 metre diameter sundial with a giant fountain
pen as the centre piece gnomon. An outdoor stage intertwines with the sundial to form
part of an amphitheatre for the performing arts, readings and relaxation. The park also
incorporates beautiful landscaped gardens themed on ancient knowledge and learning.

€ AUGUSTINIAN STEPS

Erected c1888 on the site of the house of William Dowsley who gained notoriety during
the rebellion together with his sons as snipers shooting the rebels from his window.

€ AUGUSTINIAN CHURCH OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

The Augustinian order has been associated with New Ross since 1320, they built their
first monastery on a site near the river. The current building was opened for worship
in 1835.

@) THE HIGH HILL

In medieval times this street was one of the main
thoroughfares in the town in line with the old bridges. It proved a
direct route to the market on the Bullawn and eastwards through the
Maiden Gate on to Irishtown, Wexford and Enniscorthy.

€) ST MARY'S CHURCH

It was one of the largest medieval town churches in Ireland. Associated with William
Marshal the elder, his wife Isabel and thier son also William Marshal. Built circa 1210
St Mary’s boasts many monuments, possibly the most famous being ‘The Bambino
Stone’, some at dated to 13th century.

€ THE BULLAWN

Derived from old Gaelic ‘buelan’ or ‘buelin” meaning milking place. Reputed that cows
were brought in from outside the town walls, milked and housed here over winter from
surrounding meadows.Great fairs and markets once were held here.

€ THE MAIDEN GATE

Initially called the Earl’'s Gate on the eastern side of the Thirteenth century town wall,
nearby was the Maiden Tower, one of five such towers guarding the town of Ross.
This was built by the ladies of the town as a prison for those who had offended against
the fair sex. Ross women had a profound sense of pride of place, having been deeply
involved with the digging out of a defensive fosse in 1265. Opposite is Follyhouse Lane
where Oliver Cromwell recuperated from illness with the Dormer family in 1649.

[t remains the only entrance still in existence into the old town.

€D IRISHTOWN CROSS & LONGSTONE

LLong ago a mound of stones topped by a flat ‘Longstone’ was here. Farm labourers
hired themselves out on market & fairs days. His is now also a monument to the
1798 rising.

€) HOUGHTON PLACE

Previously known as Cockpit Lane, cock fighting took place here until made illegal in
1850. This was also the site where Houghton Fever Hospital was erected by the
munificence of the late Henry Houghton of Ballyanne Lane. Opened for patients by
Mary his wife in 1809.

€ THE MURAL TOWER - TOWN WALL OF NEW ROSS

The Mural Tower is the only remaining tower on the site of the wall of
New Ross, there are no records of this ones use or purpose.

€D THREE BULLET GATE

The Insurrection, fuelled partially by the ethos of the French Revolution,
culminated in the Battle of Ross, during which the rebels, led by United
Irishmen breached the Three Bullet Gate of the Town Wall and swept
all before them down through the town. Close to victory, but not
close enough, the rebels, armed with home made long-
handled pikes were eventually beaten back by the Kings

trained troops and artillery. It was the bloodiest encounter of

the Rising, bodies, blown apart by grapeshot or run through
with pikes.

€) TOWN WALL OF NEW ROSS

Ros was unusual in that it had no protective wall surrounds for the first sixty years of its
existence. William Marshall and his sons had seen to it that the MacMurroughs were
rewarded for keeping potential marauders at bay.

However, when trouble struck it was amongst the Normans themselves Circa 1265.

The burgers of the town, unused to having their streets reduced to a battlefield, decided
to throw a fosse and wall around the town to keep out the trou-

blesome knights. Built by the towns people, on Sundays the

ladies took over the work. The wall, when it was eventually

completed held nine defensive towers and five gates.



