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Project Manager’s Message

Hello everyone and welcome to the
August 2024 edition of the Walled
Town Crier.

Heritage Week has just wrapped up

and once again there have been so

many fantastic events in towns around
the network. Huge congratulations to
everyone involved in organising Heritage
Week events - the effort that goes into
planning and delivering events every
year is phenomenal and the feedback
from attendees is always overwhelmingly
positive.

In this issue of the e-zine we’re getting to
know Kilmallock, Co. Limerick, an IWTN
member town since 2005 and a real
treasure trove of surviving medieval fabric.

We also have all the details on our upcoming
annual conference - book your places now! -
and our usual round up of news and updates
from within and without the network.

I hope you enjoy the latest issue of the
Walled Town Crier.

Warmest Regards,
Eimear

Eimear O’Connell,
IWTN Project Manager

Members of AD Caller and participants pictured at Wexford’s Walled Town Medieval Day (Saturday 17 August).

Image: Jim Campbell via Wexford People.


https://www.independent.ie/regionals/wexford/wexford-district/photos-show-history-coming-to-life-at-wexford-walled-town-medieval-day/a756710775.html

Getting to Know Kilmallock

Kilmallock must be a place of high
antiquity ... and preserves a greater share
of magnificence even in its ruins than
anything I had yet seen in Ireland. I call it
the Irish Baalbek - Rev. Thomas Campbell,
A Philosophical Survey of the South of
Ireland, London (W. Strahan), 1777.

Areal hidden gem of the Irish Walled
Towns Network, Kilmallock has been
delighting visitors for 250 years

and more. Sarah McCutcheon, Local
Authority Archaeologist with Limerick
City and County Council and IWTN Town
Representative for Kilmallock, has
kindly put together the following text so
that we can all get to know Kilmallock a
little better.

Kilmallock is the anglicised version of Cill
Mocheallog, the saint Cheallég was an abbot
and bishop who lived at the end of the 6th
century. The early monastery was located

on the hill to the north-west of the town. The
earliest reference to Kilmallock is in 927 when
there was: ‘a slaughter of the foreigners of
Waterford at Kilmallock by the men of Munster
and the foreigners of Limerick. The monastery
relocated to the present site of the Collegiate
Church possibly as early as the eleventh
century. The site on the plain was naturally
protected to the east by the River Loobagh and
by a large lake to the west.

Under 12th century Church reform (1111 AD)
the monastic foundation became the property
of the Bishop of Limerick who may have
instigated the development of the town. In 1199



Geoffrey de Marisco held the episcopal lands at
Kilmallock. There is also mention of a castle at
Kilmallock in 1206. Fairs were licensed in 1221.
Deeds from the second half of the thirteenth
century show that by then the street plan,
defences, market cross, stone houses and many
burgage plots were established. Other aspects
of municipal organisation have been recorded
by archaeologists. A medieval cobbled surface
survived intermittently from the junction of
Orr Street and Sarsfield Street to the crossroads
in the town centre. The cobbles were also
recorded on Lord Edward Street and Emmet
Street extending beyond the town wall.

The Collegiate Church, dedicated to SS Peter
and Paul, consisting of a nave, chancel and south
transept, was built in the 13th century, aisles
were added in the 15th century. It replaced
the pre-Norman monastic church. Remains of
the monastery may be seen in the base of the
round tower, said to date to the 11th century.
The Collegiate Church remained in use as

the Church of Ireland parish church until the
1935. The Church ruin is in the guardianship
of the State. The town of Kilmallock was

The Collegiate Church, Kilmallock. Image: Sarah McCutcheon.

also surrounded by an extensive dependent
territory known as the liberties of Kilmallock
estimated at 2450 acres in 1640, it gave the
townspeople a degree of control over the
immediate countryside.

The town’s defences are first recorded in the
1280s and refer to the communal fosse. A fosse
can still be seen outside the west wall and
ditches of varying sizes have been recorded
throughout the modern town. The most
notable ditch was excavated in 2000. This ditch,
extended at right-angles from the west wall to
Sheares Street just outside the line of King’s
Castle. This substantiates the theory that the
town extended northward only as far as the
site of King’s Castle and that Sheares Street was
enclosed later. It is unclear how much later, but
since some of the early deeds relate to a house
in John’s Street it may have been quite early and
certainly before King’s Castle was rebuilt in the
15th century.

The first defences may have been a bank and
ditch; however the town was rapidly enclosed
with a stone wall. The first murage grant was



made prior to 1300 as a 1301-2 pipe roll mentions
that Kilmallock then owed a £14 fine for their
account of the murage. Another grant of 1308

to the Burgesses referred to enclosing and
strengthening the town. More grants were made
to the Provost and Commonalty in 1374 for 10
years after the destruction and burning of the
town and in 1409 to the Portreeve and Burgesses
for 20 years. Further charters were granted in
1482,1550 and 1584. The existing wall appears to
belong to the late 14th and 15th centuries. It is
generally 1.2-1.5m wide and survives up to 5m in
height in places with evidence for a narrow wall
walk. It is built with a rubble core and external
facings of local limestone. The wall encloses an
area of 13 hectares and the perimeter is 1700m.
Kilmallock is fortunate in having the line of its
defences preserved for almost the entire circuit
of the town. It is particularly impressive along
the west side of the town where it survives

for nearly 500m. It is evident everywhere,
however, as it is incorporated into the property
boundaries and a single glance at a modern
map of Kilmallock will show the extent of the
medieval town. The medieval street pattern also
survives intact.

There were five main gates. St John’s or North
Gate, Friar’s Gate, Water Gate, Ivy Gate &
Blossom Gate. Archaeological excavations
uncovered the base of the town wall at the site
of Ivy Gate; the street was 2.4m wide as it passed
through the wall. Blae Gate, currently Blossom

West Wall Walkway,
Kilmallock. Image: Eimear
O’Connell.

Gate is at the south-west of the town. It is the
only gate still standing. It consists of three floors
with a partially modernised arch spanning
Emmet Street with a side stair tower. The
earliest map of Kilmallock, 1595, shows a suburb
at this point, which extends beyond Blossom
Gate out the present Charleville Road with a
gate tower at its extremity. It also shows towers
at the four corners of the walls. Archaeological
excavations have exposed what may be the
foundation layer of the south-eastern tower
abutting the outer face of the town wall.

A surviving section of sixteenth-century house incorporated
into the present-day Ryan’s SuperValu, Kilmallock -
illustrating the degree to which early building fabric survives
within the modern town. Image: Eimear O’Connell.



Kilmallock. View of Emmet Street through Blossom Gate.
Image: Sarah McCutcheon.

King’s Castle is undoubtedly on the site of the
original northern gate, prior to the enclosure of
Sheares Street. The existing building is judged
to be 15th century in date. It consists of 3 storeys
with a base batter, a rectangular stair turret
and stepped merlons. It served as the citadel
for the town and later as an arsenal, a meeting
place for the Corporation, a school, a jail and

a blacksmith’s forge. It is in the ownership of
the State. There were also two main bridges in
Kilmallock, the North Bridge well beyond the
town walls and Water Bridge reached from
Wolfe Tone Street. Another bridge connected
Friar’s Gate to the Dominican Priory.

The Dominican Priory of St. Saviour was
founded in controversy in 1291 as the Bishop of
Limerick tried to have it stopped. The land was
sold to them by a burgess of Kilmallock called
John Bluet, but the foundation of the Dominican
Priory is ascribed to Gilbert Fitzgerald an
ancestor of the White Knight. Gilbert’s tomb is
located in the sanctuary and the White Knights
were buried there up to the last representative
in1608. The quality of the architectural detail

The Dominican Priory, Kilmallock. Image: Sarah McCutcheon.



The North Gate at Kilmallock, Alfred Nicholson, 1822. In the collection of Limerick City Museum.

in the Priory is superb and the five-light east
window of the church is one of the finest in
Ireland. The church was completed by 1318.

The crossing tower was added in the fifteenth
century. The north range was probably rebuilt
at the same time. It is one of the best-preserved
Dominican Priories in Ireland and in an unspoilt
setting which is also its original undisturbed
curtilage making it quite unique. It is owned by
the State.

In the later middle ages Kilmallock became

a chief stronghold and town of the Desmond
family particularly the branch known as the
White Knights. The town suffered during the
rebellions of the 16th century, most famously
when it was burned by James FitzMaurice
FitzGerald on 2nd March 1571. The description
from the Annals of the Four Masters of

the attack on the town in 1571 states that

the attackers ‘proceeded to divide among
themselves its gold, silver, various riches and

valuable jewels’ and were ‘engaged for the space
of three days and nights in the carrying away
the several kinds of riches and precious goods,
as cups and ornamented goblets, upon their
horses and steeds’ It was rapidly repaired by
Sir John Perrott. Detail from the Civil Survey
(1654-56), recorded a century after its heyday,
indicates that along Kilmallock’s main streets
there was a total of six urban tower houses,

29 three storey stone houses, 4 two-storey
stone houses, and the majority of the listed
130 thatched houses also fronted the main
thoroughfares. Even the ruins of these houses
were impressive enough to inspire many artists,
sketchers and literary travellers in the 18th
and 19th centuries. The most famous example
is ‘A view of Kilmallock’ by John Mulvany 1827
(the National Gallery of Ireland). The stone
houses generally date from the 16th century.
Kilmallock became a borough in 1585 and
gained Parliamentary representation. The


https://museum.limerick.ie/index.php/Detail/objects/9587

town became a garrison and crucial to the
enforcement of central government in the
region. It continued to be important during

the Nine Years War (1594-1603) and in the 1641
Rebellion. In 1650 the town surrendered to

the Cromwellian forces under Ireton, who
proceeded to dismantle the fortifications, these
were later restored by the corporation. The war
ended in 1652. The Civil Survey was carried out
to assist in the subsequent land confiscation
and redistribution and has left a detailed record
of the buildings and land holdings in Kilmallock
in the mid-seventeenth century. They were
partially destroyed again in the Williamite

Wars 0f1690-91. Although the town continued
to return two members of Parliament until the
Act of Union in 1800, the 18th to the 19th century
was a period of stagnation, partially due to the
opening up of an alternative route to Cork via
Charleville.

Today, Kilmallock is the fourth largest town in
Co. Limerick with a population of 1,688. As the
hub for the enjoyment of the Ballyhoura Region
Kilmallock attracts visitors looking for activity,
leisure and cultural breaks alike. It is situated

just10km from the Ballyhoura Mountain Biking
Centre with nearly 100km of world standard

off road courses. Kilmallock is also the hub

of a series of cycle loops along the by-roads
offering a variety of scenic journeys for all levels
varying in length from 20km to 83km. It has

a proud sporting history, being a stronghold

of Limerick hurling (its club was founded in
1885, a year after the GAA was formed). Friar’s
Gate Theatre provides a range of activities and
entertainment. Within the town and environs
there are 7km of historic walking trails. Since
2008 Limerick City & County Council, working
with the Irish Walled Towns Network Capital
Grant scheme, has produced a Conservation &
Management Plan & a Public Realm Plan & has
consolidated all of the upstanding wall along
the west and east walls. In 2018 the West Wall
Walkway was opened and won the Irish Building
& Design Awards Heritage/Conservation/
Cultural Project of the Year award in 2019. The
next major project is the development of the
Merchant’s House complex in conjunction with
the National Monuments Service & the Office of
Public Works.

Kilmallock, Engraved for Fitzgerald and McGregor’s History of Limerick (1826). In the collection of Limerick City Museum.



https://museum.limerick.ie/index.php/Detail/objects/9587

The Merchant’s House, Kilmallock. Image: Eimear O’Connell.

Walled Town Day, Kilmallock.
Image: Liam Mannix/Irish Walled
Towns Network.

Kilmallock text based on: McCutcheon, S. (2007), ‘Kilmallock-the Irish Balbeck’, in Kilmallock Journal,
No.5, 41-5. See original text for full list of references and citations.

See also: Kilmallock Town Walls Conservation & Management Plan (2008), Kilmallock Walled Town
Public Realm Plan (2009) and Kilmallock Walking Tour Audio Guide (2014)



https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/Kilmallock-Town-Walls-Conservation-and-Management-Plan.pdf
https://www.limerick.ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2017-04/kilmallock-public-realm-plan.pdf
https://www.limerick.ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2017-04/kilmallock-public-realm-plan.pdf
https://www.abartaheritage.ie/kilmallock-walking-tour-audio-guide/

IWTN Annual Conference 2024

Carrickfergus Castle. Image: Liam Mannix/Irish Walled Towns Network.

The IWTN Annual Conference 2024
will take place on 26 & 27 September in
Carrickfergus. Booking is now open.

Community Engagement with Place is our
theme for this year and we have a fantastic
programme of speakers lined up - showcasing
arange of projects that demonstrate
interesting and innovative approaches to

community engagement within urban settings.

As Carrickfergus is at the northeastern
edge of our network map, we’ve structured
the programme over two half days to allow
for travel time, beginning at lunchtime on

Thursday 26th and finishing after lunch on
Friday 27th. There will be plenty of opportunity
to explore Carrickfergus builtin - including

a tour of the town and its defences on the
Thursday and a visit to Carrickfergus Castle on
the Friday.

For those travelling by public transport,
Carrickfergus is well connected to Belfast by
bus or train.

Booking is open to network members and to
anyone who shares our interest in making
historic towns great places in which to live,
work and visit.

Read more and book your place here



https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/community-engagement-with-place-in-our-historic-towns-tickets-1001275139897?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=1

News and Updates

Medieval Green Lives
Project

Congratulations to Dr. Karen Dempsey,
Cardiff University, on being awarded a
prestigious Future Leaders Fellowship

by the UKRI. The Heritage Council, via its
Irish Walled Towns Network, is a partner
in Dr. Dempsey’s Medieval Green Lives
project, which will explore the interaction
between people, plants and gardens in
Wales, Ireland, Scotland and England in
the period 1100-1600. Read more.

Sean Corcoran Series:
Art & Heritage Day

An Art & Heritage Day as part of the wonderful
Sean Corcoran Series will take place in Drogheda
on Sunday 8th September. Featuring artist
Natalia Beylis, archivist and author Catriona
Crowe, nature writer and broadcaster Eanna Ni
Lamhna, and Leitrim’s Sowing the Seed Project.
Read more.

Carrickfergus
Revisited

A conference to mark the 50th
anniversary of the Carrickfergus &
District Historical Society will take
place in Carrickfergus on Saturday 7th
September. The conference aims to
explore the archaeology and history
of the settlements on the north-
eastern shores of Belfast lough and the
development of the medieval town,
before and after the arrival of the Anglo-
Normans. Read more.



https://www.midandeastantrim.gov.uk/events/50th-anniversary-conference-carrickfergus-revisited
https://seancorcoranseries.com/events/
https://www.cardiff.ac.uk/news/view/2830195-new-future-leaders-fellow?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0TMKg--gsl17jEUDZIp9gl5BaNpxrUQ3Pg8p9jeQLcEy59Npnbv7g1Nro_aem_ZZcwim4BWAMJnvZHnkEuPA

Carlingford
Medieval
Festival

September also sees the
welcome return of Carlingford’s
Medieval Festival, taking place
on 13th and 14th of September
this year and featuring Viking
battle re-enactments across

both days. Read more.

Ballai
Luimnigh

At the recent
Irishtown Heritage
Festival, members of
the public gathered

to dance the Walls of
Limerick, alongside
one of the most
impressive surviving
sections of the walls of
Limerick. Read more.

Derry’s Big Dig

The Friends of the Derry
Walls are gearing up for
their Big Dig with Queen’s
University Belfast at Nailor’s
Row, also taking place in
September. This video has
a great explanation of what
can be learned through the
use of ground-penetrating
radar in advance of the dig.
View here.

Members Facebook Group

An IWTN Members Facebook Group has now
been set up and can be found here. This is
open to IWTN members only and is intended
to make sharing social media content easier,
and to function as a forum for the exchange
of links and ideas that might be of interest.

Social Media

Thanks to everyone as always for sending on
social media content. Please continue to use the

X @HeritageHubIRE

hashtag #IWTN on all network-related posts and

to tag the relevant Heritage Council account:

ﬁ TheHeritageCouncil

@theheritagecouncil


https://www.live95fm.ie/news/live95-news/watch-public-dance-the-walls-of-limerick-beside-the-walls-of-limerick/?fbclid=IwY2xjawE7WzpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHYyF4XYuIOeM4d6PI_o4947AmjPi9qjsSu31mpwMFs_cqm-wL54tPf-IvA_aem_VZh-cACAXbYhxFy4vjTGzA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2082169588821807
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=896286749211674&set=a.551966476977038
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2082169588821807
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/
https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/

Contact Us:

Please do get in touch at
iwtn@heritagecouncil.ie

if you would like us to promote news or
projects happening in your walled town
over the coming months.

www.irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie
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The IWTN is funded by the Heritage

Council and delivered in partnership with
Local Authorities and community groups.

An Chombhairle Oidhreachta
The Heritage Council
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