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Chapter One 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

 
TERMS OF REFERENCE 

 

This Management Plan for Trim Town Walls has been prepared 

by Alastair Coey Architects in response to Policy 08 of the 

Conservation Plan prepared in 2007 which states: 

 

A Management Plan shall be prepared to provide guidance for 

such matters as the ongoing maintenance, conservation and 

repair of the Monument and for the organisation of events. 

 

 

PURPOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 

The purpose of the Management Plan is to provide a reference 

document which should be central in planning all future work to 

the walls (subsequently referred to as the Monument). 

 

Chapter Two ‘Condition of Upstanding Walls’ describes the 

condition of the Monument as inspected during the preparation of 

the Conservation Plan in August 2007. 

 

Chapter Three ‘The Management Process’ outlines the approach 

to be taken in maintaining, enhancing and exploiting the 

beneficial potential of the walls. 

 

Chapter Four ‘Priorities for Future Action’ sets out priorities for 

the future maintenance, restoration, conservation and 

development of the walls. 

 

 

THE ROLE OF THE MANAGEMENT GROUP 

 

Policy 07 of the Conservation Plan states: 

A Management Group shall be established and shall meet 

periodically to review and update the Conservation Plan and the 

Management Plan. 
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LAYOUT OF THE WALLS 

 

‘The Monument’ means not only the town walls but also 

adjoining land and property and associated below-ground 

archaeology which form its setting. For clarity and ease of 

reference, the layout of the Monument is deemed to form an 

elongated rectangle with longer east and west sides with an 

internal area of 23 hectares and a perimeter of 2400 metres. The 

River Boyne runs through the enclosed town from north-west to 

south-east. The fortifications of Trim Castle occupy the south- 

east corner. The line of Castle Street, Bridge Street, High Street 

and Navan Gate Street arcs in a ‘C’ shape from the west side of 

the Castle to the site of Navan Gate to the north-east but it should 

be noted that Castle Street is post-medieval in date. On the west 

side of the town, Emmet Street extends northwards to Watergate 

Street, to the site of Water Gate and across the river at Watergate 

Bridge, where it turns eastwards into Mill Lane and then north 

along St. Loman Street, which joins Haggard Street, for a short 

distance, before reaching the site of Athboy Gate on the north 

side. These two principal south-north routes are linked, on the 

south side of the river, by a new west-east street from Emmet 

Street to Castle Street and by Market Street from Watergate 

Street, to Castle Street. On the north side of the river, Mill Street 

and Haggard Street link the routes. 
 

For clarity and ease of reference, the line of the original walls has 

been sub-divided into five discrete zones as follows: 

• Zone 1 - Navan Gate Street (site of Navan Gate) to north 

bank of River Boyne opposite Trim Castle 

• Zone 2 - Castle Street (at western edge of Trim Castle) to 
Emmet Street 

• Zone 3 - Emmet Street to south bank of River Boyne at 

Watergate Bridge 

• Zone 4 - North bank of River Boyne at Mill Lane to north 
bank of River Boyne opposite Frenche’s Lane 

• Zone 5 - North extension of the enclosure from the south- 
east corner of the former Rectory on Loman’s Street to 
Navan Gate Street (site of Navan Gate). 

 

Within each zone, the upstanding remains of the town walls have 

been identified as sections A - G on the location plan (see 

Appendix One). The internal and external faces of each section 

are sub-divided into numbered sub-sections pre-fixed either ‘I’ 

or ‘E’ to indicate either ‘internal’ or ‘external’ face. This 

numbering system is applied consistently throughout the 

Management Plan and should be used in referencing all future 

work in connection with the Monument. 
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Chapter Two 

ASSESSMENT OF CONDITION 

OF UPSTANDING REMAINS 

 

 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 

This assessment of condition of the upstanding remains of the 

Monument was carried out on site in August and September 2007. 

It is, by its very nature, superficial and restricted by vegetation 

coverage and inaccessibility caused either by the wall being on 

private property to which access was not permitted, or concealed 

by structures built against the wall. 

 

The monument was re-assessed and photographed in November 

2021 and the descriptions given below are updated and amended 

as appropriate. 

 

 

ZONE 1, SECTION A 

 

Section A-E01 

• Wall within rear garden of Honan’s Navan Gate. Wall 

completely covered with vegetation and planted shrubbery. 

Wall approx 1.5m high, some stone used as retaining low 

level flower bed. Large woody tree growth to north end. 

 

• Accessed rear of property. Wall covered with vegetation to 

depth of 1.8m.  

• Raised bank at end of garden gives on to access to Porchfields 

over the wall which is exposed at this point. Wall faced in 

roughly coursed limestone blocks.  

• Wall height as exposed 0.8m; bank approx. 1m high above 

garden. Estimated surviving height of wall 1.8m. 

 
Section A-E02 

• Remains of wall covered with heavy growth of vegetation, 
woody growth to north end, brambles to south end, ditch to 

base of wall. 

• Note - Ditch to section running east from north corner. 

• Vegetation so dense it is now difficult to access the drop in 

ground at this point. 

• Wall in rear yard of 11 Castle Street. Rubble walling with 
vegetation to top and oil tank beside. Incorrect entry here. 

 
Section A-E03 
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• Break in wall, remains of base stones of wall of ground 
level. 

• Gap through wall has now been surfaced with tarmacadam 
as part of access path in Porchfields. Work supervised by 
archaeologist for MCC. 

 
Section A-E04 

• Vegetation to north end, two no. heavy woody growth to 
centre and north end of wall. Heavy vegetation cover to 
centre of wall, low ditch at base.  

• Ditch is visible and quite pronounced.  

• Wall visible in places, otherwise covered in vegetation. No 
mortar in joints, stones of variable sizes, wall 0.80m wide on 
average.  

• Top of wall covered in grassy vegetation, possibly protecting 
it from severe water ingress 

 

 
Section A-E05 

• Section of wall undulates between approx 1m and 1.5m 
above ground level. Heavy vegetation growth to north end 
approx 15m. Remainder of wall lichen and moss deposits.  

Small woody growth to south section. Soil built up to top of 

wall with moss and vegetation growth. 

• Post and wire fence runs full length of wall, approx 2m from 
wall.  

• Wall reaches a maximum of 1.98m in height, undulating. 
Large, squared blocks used.  

• Northern half covered in vegetation, brambles etc.  

• Southern part mostly exposed except for shorter ivy covered 
stretch. Grass/vegetation capping.  

• Post and wire fence removed/not visible. 

 
Section A-E06 

• Break in wall corresponds with crack running east west 
through wall. 

• Description as section A-I07. 

• Piers have been re-built and re-pointed with lime mortar.  

• South pier is 0.84m in width (E/W), north pier is 0.94 

(E/W), however this matches the approximate width of the 

wall at either side.  

• Surface of gap in between seems unaltered. 

 
Section A-E07 

• Height of wall undulates between ground level to approx 
1.8m above ground level. 

• Section to centre of wall where wall has collapsed now level 

with ground level to inner face. 

• Section to south end of wall next rendered gate posts, only 

inner face of wall remains. 

• Briars to north section from centre, vegetation and lichen 
growth to south section. 

• Note - recent addition to interior surface at south using hard 
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cementatious mortar. 

• Long section of wall from break noted above to Sheep Gate. 
Maximum recorded height of wall was 2m above ground 
level. Varies considerably in height and condition, heavily 
overgrown with brambles but where it isn’t there are 
obvious paths made over the wall.  

• Section abutting south pier at gap has been re-pointed, wall 
level drops just beyond that and then rises again further 
south. Drops again virtually to ground level close to Sheep 
Gate. 

 
Section A-E08 

• Pair of cement rendered square gate posts with pyramidal 
cast cap, small section of wall to south approx 0.5m above 
ground level. 

• Mild steel angle section gate, rendered gate posts and gate 
inappropriate. 

• Stone capping of wall built with cementatious mortar. 

•  No change 

 
Section A-E09 (Sheep Gate) 

• Rubble rock faced stonework with semi-circular stone 
arched headed opening facing east. Wall undulates from 
approx 3.5m above ground level to 2.5m at south end. 

• Internal staircase and stone stairs to north section. Possible 

two no. mortices or openings for joists to east section approx 

3m above ground level. Blocked up archway to south 

section with stone built semi-circular arched head. 

• Remains of base of a wall runs eastwards from south side at 
main gate opening. Opening in wall where it abuts with 
Sheep Gate. Stone step or tripped step. 

• Section of sheep gate rebuilt with loss of corner. 

• Hard cementatious pointing throughout. Open joints, lichen 
and some small areas of vegetation. Silver spray graffiti 
approx 0.5m square. Large circular straining type post to 
north of sheep gate with burning to bottom section. 

• Note - Pair of battered piers approx 50m east of sheep gate. 
Hard cementatious pointing throughout. Loss of top corner 
of west pillar, north side. Two no metal in east pillar. 

• No significant changes. Holes could be putlogs, or fixings 
for gate perhaps?  

• Man-hole cover noted in gap between Gate and wall to 
south, possible that drainage pipe goes through here, in 
existing photos.  

• Silver sprayed graffiti still faintly visible.  

• Open joints, quoins at south eastcorner seem to be separating 
more from east face. More growth of fern and lichens. 

 
Section A-E10 

• Gap in wall approx 3m across to north of wall. Wall 
undulates from approx 600mm to 100mm above ground 
level. South section lower. 
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• Rubble infill consolidated with cementatious mortar. 
Vegetation to base of wall, some ivy and woody growth to 
south section. 

• Open joints to wall face. 

• Wall to south is much more heavily overgrown at southern 

end, wall invisible here. Closer to gate wall visible but grass 

very high. 

 
Section A-I01 

• Section of wall to east boundary of No.1 Navan Gate Street. 

• Rear section of wall heavily overgrown with woody plant 
growth and shrubbery. Grass banks steeply to rear of 
property. 

• Section of wall approx 20m to drive averaging 1.8m in 

height, raised cementatious strap pointing throughout. 

• Rounded cementatious coping. Heavy lichen growth 

throughout.  

• Section of wall to front of houses adjacent drive not original. 

No access to rear. 

 
Section A-I02 

• Section of wall heavily overgrown, barbed wire fence 
running entire length of section. 

• Earth to interior side running level with tops of stone wall, 

evidence of stonework to south end. 

• Heavy woody growth to outer face growing from top of 
wall. 

• North end gap in the hedge gives access into garden over 

town wall. Detail photo in original set (A-I01) incorrect, 

shows Sheep Gate. 

• Stonework entirely masked by growth. 

 
Section A-I03 

• Wall completely overgrown with grass forming slight 
mound approx 600mm higher than round level on internal 
face. 

• No change 

 
Section A-I04 

• Break in length of section now used for tractor access to 
fields. 

• Evidence of wall masonry across opening. 

• Access gap now paved in macadam. 

 
Section A-I05 

• Wall heavily overgrown mainly as grass bank with heavy 
woody growth. 

• Wall height now approx 800mm above internal ground level. 

• Part of masonry of wall evident mid-way. Large tree 
growing in same location. 

• South end of wall abuts remains of transverse wall running 

westward. Also returning eastward and linking to remainder 
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of town wall running southwards. 

• Should read ‘wall running northwards’. Similar heavy 

growth of vegetation. 

 
Section A-I06 

• Length of rubble masonry wall with irregular top approx 
between 2m and 1.2m, sections of wall collapsed. 

• Top of wall covered with soil laid in vegetation, heavy moss 

and light ivy vegetation. 

• Level of earth to ground on inner side of wall uneven, some 
areas bank which may indicate underlying masonry from 
collapsed walls. 

• Wall 1.30m to 1.50m in height. Vegetation heavy in places. 
Wall supports grown of fern, ivy-leaved toadflax, pennywort 
and lichen. Joints open, wall top degrading 

 
Section A-I07 

• Opening formed in wall, north side of opening partially 
collapsed. Left side of opening recently reformed with 
quoined end pillar. 

• Hard cementatious pointing to right hand side. 

• Line of masonry wall still evident on ground. 

• Note - Stone in centre of opening on ground indicating 
marks of possible gate. 

• Both piers re-built and re-pointed with lime mortar, not 
symmetrical in size, see A-E07. 

 
Section A-I08 

• Wall varying in height from 1.2m to 600mm with high 
section to south end approx 1.5m high. Large sections of 
collapsed wall. 

• Ground falls steeply to south end towards river, large 
mounds of earth adjacent to wall probably concealing parts 
of collapsed masonry. 

• Northern half of wall covered with grass and vegetation with 
heavy woody growth to most northern end. 

• Extensive collapsed end to side of wall. 

• Note - Level bedding to portion of wall at steep bank may 

indicate original step in wall running southwards. 

• Southern half of wall abutting gate pillars recently 

reconstructed with hard cementatious pointing and hard 

cementatious mortar. Section abutting concrete pillar 

dislodged. 

• No noticeable change, growth of bramble and woody 

material as before, significant sections reduced to ground 

level as previously noted 

 
Section A-I09 

• Length of wall interrupted by concrete smooth rendered 
pillars with concrete pillar caps and metal field gate. 

• Small section of masonry wall to south pillar linked to sheep 

gate. Wall height approx 600mm, recently pointed on top 

with hard cementatious pointing. 
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• Open joints throughout. 
 

Section A-I10 

• Sheep gate. 

• Rubble masonry constructed gate tower with four centred 

arch, two thirds of arch encased with in situ concrete. 

• Structure approx 6m high to northern end falling to 2.5m 
high at southern end. 

• Small squat buttress to northern side of opening. Metal bar 
to north side of buttress, reason unclear. 

• Hard cementatious pointing throughout. 

• Small partially collapsed masonry wall running north 

westward, poor condition. 

• Outer arch encased both sides with in situ concrete. 

• Portion of recently constructed rubble masonry to northern 
wall within arch closing up possible door opening. 

• Arched passage through south inner face of wall spanning 

entire length to former opening in south elevation now 

blocked up with masonry. Note, soffit of arch and outer 

portion of arch encased with in situ concrete and opening 

gate. Gate inappropriate. 

• Portion of original vousoired masonry evident to southern 
side of arch on west elevation. 

• Note - Circular staircase not accessible to north section of 

building. 

• Note - Remains of loose masonry to north elevation where 

previous wall had abutted gate, height approx 4m. 

• Hard cementatious pointing throughout with areas of light 
vegetation protruding. 

• Squat buttress now re-pointed with lime mortar. Was not 
bonded to Gate wall.  

• Supposed blocked opening on northern wall uncertain, 
vertical joint does not continue to ground level.  

• Arrow loop/window on northern wall would have given light 
to stairwell. 

 
Section A-I11 

• Low section of wall approx 800mm high, irregular topping. 

• Wall recently topped with hard cementatious pointing, open 

joints throughout with isolated hard cementatious re- 

pointing. 

• Wall terminates at path running parallel to River Boyne. 

• Note - Heavy lichen deposits along entire length of wall. 

• Note - Break in wall approx 3m leading up to south 

elevation of sheep gate. Also note light curvature in wall 

towards castle. 

• Note - Path laying exercise in progress by OPW. 

• Wall slopes to path at south end capped by cementatious 

mortar.  

• Path laying completed.  

• Width of wall 0.82m.  

• Heavy ivy growth at south end. 
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ZONE 2, SECTION B 

 

Section B-E01 

• Wall concealed by house on Castle Street. 

• This section of wall is a re-build at the time the ‘Dunsany 

Cottages’ were built. MS map of 1st Ed OS map shows wall 

turning slightly NE towards north tower in curtain wall.  

• Trajectory of wall changes now to run south of east.  

• Presume cottages built over original line of wall 
  

Section B-E02 

• Wall in rear yard of 11 Castle Street. Rubble walling with 
vegetation to top and oil tank beside. 

• This is a more recent wall, thickness less than 0.6m, stone 
work is different, smaller stone used. 

 
Section B-E03 

• Section of wall located behind two-storey building 
(Solicitors Una Gogarty, Dr Doyle’s Surgery and a third 
building, no name). 

• Walls approx 30m long and 3.5m high. Note, higher section 
possible in middle of wall although may only be heavy 
vegetation. 

• 50% of wall covered with heavy woody growth and ivy. 

• Hard cementatious mortar repairs. 

• Join of original town wall and more recent wall occurs 9.5m 

west of rear of 11 Castle Street.  

• Town wall approx. 4.20m high.  

• Woody growth needs to be cut. Heavy growth at top, crude 

pointing and possible that facing was re-done, but very 

crude and random stonework. 

 
Section B-E04 

• Part rubble stone walling, part render over stone walling. 
Smooth rendered section to east, signs of separation from 
masonry background. 

• Finish coat of plaster missing, approx 3m square. 

• Heavy build up of ivy in centre and to east and west ends, 
obscuring wall and covering top. 

• Spalled render to east section reveals small section of red 
clay brick approx 300mm from top of wall. Crack runs 
horizontally at this level along rendered section. 

• Rubble walling, poorly executed hard cement render, open 
joints to bottom section of wall approx 500mm above 
ground level. 

• Wall truncated to west end with newly built section, 
recessed pointing not in keeping with other sections of wall. 

• Gap approx 150mm wide between tarmac surface of car park 

and wall base. 

• Wall up to 3m high. Stonework on facing where visible 

(west end) still relatively crude but less random, smaller 

stones laid to level courses near base, massive stones laid on 
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these. Render at east side continuing to fall away exposing 

some red brick and stone.  

• Capping damaged, mortar is breaking up and vegetation is 

taking hold. 

• Area to south laid out as surface carpark, no indication of 

significance of wall, no signs or interpretative materials. 

• Gap at west end finished with recent stonework. Measured 

full thickness of wall – it is stepped in to N at this point – is 

1.35m and it is 2.55m high. 

 
Section B-I01 

• Section of wall to rear of gardens of No. 10 Castle Street, 

wall inaccessible due to house being vacant although section 

can be viewed from front window of Castle Street; 

consisting of rubble masonry with loose joints and light 

vegetation throughout. 

• Accessed rear garden. Significant difference in height in 

ground level between interior and exterior; interior approx. 

1-1.5m higher than outside close to house.  

• Clear distinction in wall from back of house to halfway 

down garden which is accessed by steps; wall close to house 

c. 0.6m thick. 

 
Section B-I02 

• Length of wall located to rear of house No. 10 Castle Street. 

• Wall extensively overgrown. 

• Step in wall approx 800mm high. 

• Height of wall approx 1.2m for 50% of length, rising to 2m 
for remainder of length running westwards. 

• Exposed masonry to east end where garden steps down to 

rear elevation of building. 

• Garden accessed by steps so approx. 1.5m higher than level 

on Castle St. Difference in height to exterior of town wall 

about 2m.  

• Junction of ‘Dunsany’ wall and original town wall clearly 

visible. Wall rises to about 2m above garden level, thickness 

at present at least 1m but inner face missing.  

• Evidence of severe ivy growth which has been pruned. 

Woody growth also and moss and vegetation on top, capping 

degraded. 
 

Section B-I03 

• Section of wall approx 30m long located in car park. 

• Wall height approx 2.5m high levelled off at walkway with a 

parapet rubble masonry wall approx 1.2m high of variable 

height, higher end to western half, virtually level with walk 

to eastern half. 

• Heavy vegetation throughout. Notably woodier towards 

western end. 

• Wall abutting western end partially demolished. 

• Hard cementatious pointing to entire face of wall below 

walk. 

• Note - Highly irregular face of parapet with extensive loose 
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masonry. 

• Pair of copper tram lines set in concrete paviors to west end 
of wall running westwards to end of stone built three-storey 
building. 

• Dubious about parapet as this would mean that it did not 
continue east towards castle, as there is no sign of similar 
feature in rear of 10 Castle St. where the wall is higher.  

• Facing stones along face seem different in character to that 
noted elsewhere, possible modern, and only done to usable 

height accounting for seeming parapet feature. 

• Vegetation taking hold about 2.8m up wall. 
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ZONE 3, SECTION C 

 

Section C-E01 

• Wall concealed by outbuildings of hardware store. 

• Uncertain if wall is still standing here. 

 
Section C-E02 

• Section of rubble masonry wall, approx height 1.5m high 

with heavy woody growth to top of wall, wall partially 

obscured with light vegetation to face and fronted with 

storage racks for timber in building yard. 

• Extensive open joints throughout, loose masonry to head of 
wall. 

• Concrete post and wire fence erected on top of wall. 

• West end of wall partially collapsed, terminated with 

concrete block wall interrupting link with section of wall 

running northwards (section D). 

• Note - Voussoired arched stones to west end indicates 

former opening, now built up and ground levels raised. 

• Wall virtually entirely obscured by storage racks and 

materials and brambles and other vegetation. 

• Height of 1.75m approx. at east corner of yard, 1.5m in west 

corner. 

• Arch not visible 

 
Section C-I01 

• Obscured by building. 

• May not exist 

 
Section C-I02 

• Area between wall and back of workshop approx 2.5m filled 
with rubbish and paint tins, obscuring part of wall. Wall 
approx 2m high. 

• Open joints throughout section to west end approx 3m wide 
x 3m high. Concrete blockwork with cast concrete coping. 
Small section of face of wall crumbled approx 2m square. 

• Vegetation along top of wall, woody vegetation in centre 
section. 

• Wall virtually invisible behind vegetation and debris. Outer 
facing stones appear to have fallen away from section at 
west end that could be accessed, not clear, done by touch 
through brambles, up to 0.70m in height may be intact 
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ZONE 3, SECTION D 

 

The exterior of this section of the wall had some vegetation removed 

and was assessed in 2010 (Fallon 2010). The wall survives beneath 

vegetation and a mounded earthen bank, partly re-faced according to 

excavated sections by Alan Hayden (2002). Further work in 2011 

(O’Carroll 2011) showed that the wall survives to a depth of 1.78m 

below the modern surface in Plot D-E05. 

 

 

Section D-E01 

• External face of wall totally obscured by heavy vegetation 
and mounded earth. Large tree located near face of wall. 

• Sections of loose and collapsed masonry to north end of 

wall. Loose masonry evident around base of wall. 

• Programme of conservation carried out in 2011. Facing 

restored with original stone which was recovered from 

vicinity 

• Ivy and woody growth removed, lime mortar re-pointing 

throughout. Top of wall flaunched. Broken section at N end 

consolidated. 

• Maintained by presence of sensory garden installed by 

Prosper Meath. Low wooden fencing to rear of garden 

adjacent to wall to protect it. Garden fenced so protected. 

• South corner of this section at junction with modern gate is 

area where a corner tower is marked on 1st Ed map. No trace 

of this on surface 

 

Section D-E02 and I-02 

• Section of wall inaccessible, heavily overgrown, undulating 
vegetation may indicate possible remains of low level 
collapsed wall. 

• Note - Area in proximity of new OPW development and 
inner face to rear of buildings of Emmett Street. 

• No change, development of plots to rear of apartment block 
facing Emmet St.  

 

Section D-E03 and I03 

• Evidence of masonry protruding above mounded ground. 

• Ad hoc uPVC drainage pipework arrangement installed 

above ground from construction site west of wall, unsure if 

installation is of a temporary nature or permanent. 

• Hardcore ramped area from east leading to opening with pre- 
cast concrete piers, work seems to have been aborted or 
incomplete. 

• This ramp has been removed, access to building site appears 
to be from an entrance on to Emmet St.  

• Vegetation obscures any trace of wall but mounding 
suggests rubble and/or wall present 

 
Section D-E04 
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• Area of heavy vegetation, large tree growth approx 6m high. 

• Wall undulating throughout length covered with soil in 
mounded form, some masonry visible along length. 

• Rubble masonry discarded from collapsed sections along 
area fronting wall. 

• Length of wall located east of OPW construction site. 

• This section is on ground which is rising to north from lower 

ground at south end. Soil mounded but work by Hayden 

(2002) identified original wall though facing missing. Re-

facing carried out on earthen bank leaving original core 

within mound up to 0.65m behind (east of) later facing. 

• About 1m height of rubble core exposed at this point, Heras 

fencing sitting above blocking gap in hedge/tree line. 

Difficult to know if this is original wall or later work, 

though it is on line of town wall. 

 
Section D-E05 

• Short section of rubble masonry wall approx 3m high 
entirely covered with heavy vegetation (ivy). 

• Note - Wrought iron gate post partially buried to south end 

of wall. 

• Large amount of discarded material to west of wall and 
heavily overgrown. 

• Section of wall located to west of OPW construction site. 

• Examination of area in 2011 showed that this is a later 

structure sitting on the town wall (O’Carroll 2011). A section 

dug against the face of the wall confirmed that it extended for 

a depth of 1.8m approx., presumably facing a ditch which 

was exterior to the wall (see also Fallon 2010b) 

• Extremely overgrown with brambles and other vegetation. 

 
Section D-E06 

• Section of rubble masonry wall approx 1.5m high. 
Extensive heavy vegetation and tree growth with large 

mound of discarded material to west side. 

• Large area of collapsed masonry. 

• Most of masonry along section loose. 

• Mild steel metal gates and fence located to north end of 

section interrupting line of original wall. 

• Section of wall located east of OPW construction site 

• No change 

 

 
Section D-I01 

• Section of rubble masonry wall approx 2.5m high, ground 
rising northwards. 

• Area used as dump for workshops. 

• Extensive heavy vegetation and woody growth to entire 
length of wall. 80% of wall not visible. 

• Metal tubular gate with vertical corrugated sheeting installed 

to south end of wall. Gate interrupting link with section of 
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wall running eastward. 

• Small section of collapsed masonry in centre of wall. 

• Extensive open joints throughout. 

• This area was extensively conserved and recorded in 2011 

(see report, O’Carroll 2011).  

• Investigations at the base of the wall uncovered a narrow 

plinth and evidence that the wall foundations continue 

beneath the modern surface for at least 0.60m. 

• Some ivy is re-invading southern end, brambles cover the 

remaining face of the wall and grass like vegetation has 

colonised the capping. 

• Discarded furniture, packing boxes and debris cover area. 

 
Section D-I02 

• Section of wall inaccessible, heavily overgrown, undulating 
vegetation may indicate possible remains of low level 
collapsed wall. 

• Note - Area in proximity of new OPW development and 

inner face to rear of buildings of Emmett Street. 

• Area inaccessible, fenced off behind Heras fencing as 

construction work ongoing in this area which straddles 2 or 

3 original burgage plots.  

• Old iron gate visible in mounded back just north of 

conserved section of wall 

• OPW construction completed, building extant on top of rise 

to north 

 
Section D-I03 

• Evidence of masonry protruding above mounded ground. 

• Note - Drainage system installed from construction site west 

of wall, unsure if installation temporary or permanent. 

• Hardcore ramped area from east leading to opening with pre- 
cast concrete piers, work seems to have been aborted or 
incomplete. 

• As above 

 
Sections D-I04 and D-I05 

• Line of original town walls now heavily overgrown. Steep 
bank to outer face level with soil within inner face. 

• Evidence of loose stone from original wall under foot. 

• Extensive tree growth, one no. deciduous tree and one 

leylandii approx 7m high. 

• Mounded soil and builders’ spoil clearance visible. 

• Leylandii tree still evident, strong tree growth in area. 

• Heras fencing straddles plot D-I05, section of wall (rubble 

core) visible at edge of bank (see Section D-E04 above) 

• Section sits on top of rise from south to north, ground levels 

to north from here for remainder of Section D. 

 
Section D-I06 

• Description as for I07. Area heavily overgrown and used to 
discard rubbish and extensive tree cuttings. 
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• Ground completely level to point where it drops to exterior 
face. 

• Woody vegetation obscures area. 

 
Section D-I07 

• Short section of line of wall level with ground. 

• Note - Section 08 has steep bank. 

• Extensive tree and woody growth along line of wall. 

• Masonry evident under foot. 

• Current construction work re-furbishing street front 

properties means that builders’ materials have been dumped 

near bank/wall which is now inaccessible 
 

Section D-I08 

• Length of line of wall now covered with earth bank and 
grass. Evidence of masonry under foot. 

• Very heavy vegetation, earth bank with evidence (by feel) of 
stone beneath 

 
Section D-I09 

• Section where existing rubble masonry exits although area 
inaccessible due to high vegetation. 

• Located behind AIB bank, section inaccessible due to high 
vegetation and in situ old walls, access permitted but not 
possible as gate into this section from carpark fixed and 
immovable 

 
Section D-I10 

• Section inaccessible due to heavy vegetation. 

• No change 

 

ZONE 3, SECTION E 

 

 
Section D-I12 Incorrectly labelled, actually Section E-I01 

• Short section of line of town wall now with vegetation 
growth on banked earth. Some evidence of masonry under 
foot. Located to rear of garden. 

• No access 

 
Section D-I13 Section E-I02 

• Short section of line of wall now covered with mound of 
earth and grass bank to rear of property. 

• Description as for D-I12. 

• No access but able to see large trees growing on or abutting 

wall 

 
Section D-I14 Section E-I03 

• Section of town wall buried beneath heavy grass bank to rear 

of domestic property. Small cranked section to north end 

with exposed masonry approx 1.5m high, extensive open 

joints. 

• Large tree growth in canted bay. 
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• Barbed wire and metal fencing erected along line of wall. 

• This is a wider section than previous three, garden 

maintained in lawn and line of wall presented as low bank at 

rear 

• Corner tower in NW corner of garden, interior measures 4m 

x 4m. Exposed stone approx. 2 – 3 courses high, open joints. 

• Height of wall max 0.70m above grass 

• Sloping face of bank protects wall which is approx. 1m thick 

• Visible drop to exterior 

 
Section D-I15 Section E-I-04 

• Short section of rubble stone wall tapering off northwards 
with large banked area. 

• Extensive open joints and extensive vegetation cover. 

• Electricity transformer pole located next to wall. 

• Large bank of soil to rear of property, presume line of wall 

is beneath or behind, nothing visible. 

• Ground level within property reduced so abrupt change of 

level from adjoining property to north. 

 

 

Section E-E01 

• Undulating mound covered remnants of original line of wall. 

Possible masonry line beneath. Large amount of vegetation, 

ground falls steeply northwards. Canted bay area to north 

end, evidence of rubble masonry to inner face. 

• Note - Electricity pole with transformer located to north end 
of wall. 

• Note - Small cranked corner of wall running north east 

approx 3m. 

• Ground dips noticeably towards line of wall suggesting a 

ditch, presence confirmed by testing at junction of gardens 

to rear of Nos. 3 and 4 Watergate St. (Fallon 2010b) 

• Up to 1m of stone wall visible 

• Line of tower marked by fence-line 

• Distinct drop in ground level from tower SE towards site of 

Watergate 
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Section E-I01 

• As Section E-E01. Incorrect reference given here, corrected below. 

 

 

ZONE 3, SECTION F 

 

Section F-E01 

• Section of exposed rubble masonry wall painted white with 
in situ concrete top approx 1m deep. Height of wall approx 
2m. 

• Extensive open joints with large amounts of cementatious 
pointing, light vegetation, extensive open joints. 

• Recent repaired section to centre of wall with vertical un- 

bonded section. Slight curvature in wall at vertical break. 

• Wall in former location of water gate, now fronting Water 
Gate Street with pavement and galvanised metal lamp post 

erected against wall. 

• Advertising sign for development site directly on inner face 

of wall. 

• Signage removed; mural painted on wall to south of gate 

• Archaeological monitoring as part of the Trim Street 

Restoration Project uncovered and recorded in-situ stones 

which are likely footing of gate. 

• Riverine silts to north of line of gate/wall, metalled surface 

to south 

• To west of pipe-trench section of town wall exposed, 

showing that western stretch of wall likely exists below 

ground 

 

Section F-I01 

• Section of wall within vacant yard, access not possible 
although views over boundary wall. 

• Section of wall encased with concrete. 

• Small flat derelict lean-to building abutting wall. 

• Wall in location of former water gate. 

• Gained access but site full of demolition rubble and 

builders’ supplies. 

• Interior face of wall heavily plastered, red-brick visible 

 

 

ZONE 4, SECTION G 

 

Section G-E01 

• No access. 

• Section of wall in rear gardens of domestic property. 

Heavily overgrown with vegetation and plant growth. 

Projecting plinth evident. 

• No access 

 
Section G-E02 
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• Wall description generally as for section G-I02 with intact 
section running northwards approx 30m. 

• Extensive stub of tree in northern section with another tree at 
northern end in close proximity to wall. 

• Some collapsed masonry; extensive open joints throughout 
and vegetation to head of wall. 

• Extensive collapsed masonry and potential areas of further 
collapse evident along southern half. 

• No access 

 
Section G-E03 

• Note - Line of granite square sets to pavement both sides of 
road directly opposite 4 Haggard Street. 

• This is an incorrect entry for this section, appears to 
reference site of Athboy Gate, photos do not relate to this; 
Athboy Gate found opposite No. 4 Kells Road, not Haggard 
St. 

• Section relates to wall facing into private garden in Priory 
Park. This section was re-faced/re-pointed in 2017 

• Height of wall above garden ground level is 2.30m. 
 

Section G-E04 

• Description as for section G-I04. 

• Original lime based pointing in reasonable condition evident 

to bottom of wall. 

• Wall re-pointed in 2017. Thickness of wall is 0.0.56m 

suggesting that this is not part of the original town wall. 

• Archaeological investigations in ground immediately 

adjacent to wall in advance of school extension (16E0661), 

did not produce evidence of other town defences, eg a ditch, 

as noted elsewhere, or a substantial foundation trench. 

Excavator concluded that this was not part of town defences. 

 
Section G-I01 

• Not accessible. 

 
Section G-I02 

• Rubble masonry wall partially collapsed in places, irregular 

top to wall ranging from 2m to 1m. Section of wall 

interrupted with collapsed masonry to northern end, piece of 

carved masonry in same location built into wall. 

• Extensive woody tree growth to top of wall at northern end 
causing collapse at opening. 

• Mound of discarded rubble at northern end. 

• Note - Wall steps in at northern section with shallow parapet 

possibly indicating walk below not clear. 

• Small projecting plinth to southern section in middle of wall 
with short canted return of chic in partial collapsed state. 

• Extensive lean to central section, wall in hazardous state. 

• Northern section heavily overgrown with vegetation. 

• General note, wall in poor condition. Another section of 
potential hazardous and collapsing masonry to northern end. 

• Complete collapse has happened at south end of this section.  
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• Visible on Google Earth 5/2017. 

• Could not directly access, observed initially from top of St. 
Patrick’s Tower, then from adjacent properties. Width of gap 
estimated to be 10m wide at top, down to 4-5m wide at base.  

• Rubble mound smaller than when first observed in 2021, 
stones piled at north end beside pre-existing gap/gate 
opening.  

• Remainder of wall in very poor condition, possible danger of 
further collapse. 

• Coped/domed top still in evidence in southern section south 
of collapsed area. 

 
Section G-I03 

• Section of rubble stone wall approx 2-2.3m high located 
within school grounds of Loman Street. 

• Top of wall irregular. 

• Projecting plinth at low level approx 600mm up from 
ground. 

• Hard cementatious pointing recently carried out throughout 
entire length of wall. 

• Extensive ivy vegetation and woody growth to top of wall. 

• Metal palisade fencing erected along entire length approx 
600mm out from wall. 

• Large tree on outer face, close proximity to wall. 

• Unstable masonry to southern end of wall approx 12m 

square. Partial collapse of masonry approx 8m square to 

southern side. Slight curvature to wall around centre of 

section. 

• Rubble masonry repair work carried out around centre of 

wall poorly bonded and mis-proportioned stonework. 

Irregular topping of wall towards north end, possible step up 

approx 1m increasing height of wall to approx 3.5m. Area 

heavily overgrown with ivy not accessible. 

• Electrical cabling running along top of high level section of 
wall to northern end. 

• Loose collapsed rubble to northern end. 

• Section within the ownership of St. Patrick’s National 

School accessible but behind protective fencing. 

• Ivy and vegetation removed during conservation works 2017 

• Re-pointing and stabilising of wall at northern end on both 

sides (see G-E03 above). 

 

Section G-I04 

• Short section of wall returning eastwards, approx length 10m 
x 3.5m high. Wall interrupted to form passage to rear of 
school building. 

• New masonry forming reveals of opening with hard 
cementatious pointing creating monolithic structure. 

• Wall extensively covered with ivy and woody growth to top 
of wall. 

• Very unlikely this is part of town wall, too narrow and 
stonework similar to other boundary walls of original 
Parsonage 
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• Refer to Fair Plan map of Trim (1832), wall here shown 
using dots, not solid line as for town wall. 

• Re-pointed and vegetation removed. 

 
Section G-I05 

• Wall forming south gable of school building, rough cast 

rendered, doorway punched into south face, stub of wall 

exposed to west end where passageway created to rear of 

building. Hard cementatious pointing and recent re-building 

to form reveals of stubbed wall. 

 

Section G-I06 

• Length of rubble stone wall approx 3.5m high. 

• Wall topped with cementatious mortar. 

• Walls located to rear gardens of rectory. 

• Western section of wall interrupted where abuts building. 

• Light vegetation throughout with wall trained plants. 

• Open joints throughout. Hard cementatious pointing and re- 
building to form reveals of opening at west end. 

• Lower reaches of wall undermined. 

• As for G-I04 above. 

 

ZONE 4, SECTION H 

Just as a smaller inner circuit has been proposed on the northern side, possibly as an early phase 

in the development of the town -though with markedly little evidence, a similar scenario seems 

to have been the case on the south side. Excavations in the corner of Market St. and Emmet St. 

(Fallon, 2009) revealed a sizeable ditch which ran NNE/SSW, and whose western edge was 

beyond the limit of the excavation and presumably lies beneath the pavement on the east side of 

Emmet St. This ditch produced a radiocarbon date from the lower fills of 1030 – 1220 cal AD, 

suggesting that it may have been part of the earliest phase of town defences. The presence of 

Ham Green pottery in the fills supports this theory. What appears to be a continuation of this 

ditch was noted during pipe-laying works in Market St. where a substantial N/S running ditch 

was recorded (Meenan 1996). It is possible that the line of the wall to the west of Emmet St and 

Watergate St. represents a later expansion and consolidation of the town. 

 

ZONE 5, SECTION R 

This section has no upstanding remains, but the Athboy Gate has been located through 

excavation, with a considerable degree of certainty (Seaver, 2009).  

On the 1st Ed OS map the town boundary is shown running southeast from the site of the Athboy 

Gate then turning sharply northeast before turning due east and then turning south towards the 

site of the Navan Gate. 

Within the site of the medieval Dominican friary (Black Friary) which adjoins the town 

boundary on its north side, excavations in 2014, 2017, 2019 and 2020 (O’Carroll et al 2016, 

2019 and 2020) uncovered a medieval ditch running along the line of this boundary. The ditch 

appeared to terminate and in fact to be overlain by the remains of a stone structure at the point 

where the western end of the line turns south. This coincides with the southerly direction of a 

metalled surface running south from the remains of the door of the former friary church. This 

strongly suggests the presence of a postern gate and also indicates that the Black Friary holdings 

extended along the street frontage from the Athboy Gate to where they met the path into the 

church, the line of which became part of the town boundary – as it is to this day. 
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The excavations did not reveal any traces of a stone wall – apart from the possible postern gate – 

and it is possible that the boundary had not been walled but had consisted of a broad ditch (4 – 

5m wide, 1.2 – 1.5m deep, similar to that seen along the western stretch of town wall to the rear 

of Emmet St. – Watergate St.)  

As the friary was founded in c. 1263 and the first murage grant is 1290, it is possible that this 

stretch was never walled, but was defended by a ditch, bank and perhaps a palisade – though no 

trace of either a bank or palisade survived due to later agricultural and building works. The 

friary’s own precinct boundary – a sizeable double bank and ditch structure at the north and east 

of the precinct – may have come to form the town boundary in reality. 

The ditch was traced to its eastern limit, where it was seen to merge with a NNW/SSE ditch 

which is also on the line of the town boundary. This was only seen in a small section, and this 

area has very high ground water levels, so the cutting had water infilling very rapidly. 

The ‘Abbey Well’ is marked on the 1st Ed OS map very close to this spot. Nothing is visible of 

this today. 

The property boundary between houses on the Navan Road, the easternmost one is part of Griffin 

Park, may mark the line of the town boundary. 
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Chapter Three 

THE MANAGEMENT PROCESS 

 

 

 
THE NEED FOR A MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 

Management Plans provide the means for establishing an 

appropriate balance between the needs of conservation, 

access, sustainable economic development, and the needs of 

the local community … an underlying principle is that of 

‘sustainability’ which strikes a balance between maximising 

enjoyment and use …while still preserving the values and 

fabric of the site and its setting and ensuring that their 

universal significance is not impaired for future generations. 

 
Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage Site Management Plan 2002-2007 

 

After formal adoption of the Management Plan, it is anticipated 

that the Plan will have a six-year lifespan and that it will be 

reviewed in year four to link it to the review of the Trim 

Development Plan. 

 

The Management Plan should be regarded as an evolving 

document, the primary aim of which is to achieve a co-ordinated 

approach to management between the various organisations 

already involved in maintenance and restoration and those that 

may become involved in the future. 

 

 

MANAGEMENT PROCEDURES 

 

The purpose of the management and maintenance procedures 

contained in this Management Plan is to provide a guide for the 

future development and management of Trim Town Walls, taking 

into account practical requirements for use as well as the retention 

of significance. Systematic, regular and prompt minor remedial 

works will ensure that the Monument will continue to stand for the 

foreseeable future. 

 

The procedures are framed to: 

• be flexible enough to facilitate the continued use of the 

Monument; 

• retain or complement the character and quality of the existing 

structures when planning repairs, adaptations or development; 
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• respond to existing or proposed patterns of development 

which might adversely affect the Monument and which might 

be in need of modification; 

• emphasise the need to include conservation advice within the 
decision-making process of future developments. 

 

The following definitions are taken from the 'Australia ICOMOS 

Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance' 

(the Burra Charter): 

Fabric means all physical material of the Monument. 

 

Conservation means all the processes of looking after the 

Monument so as to retain its cultural significance. It includes 

management and may according to circumstance include 

preservation, restoration, reconstruction and adaptation and will 

be commonly a combination of more than one of these. 

 

Maintenance means the continuous protective care of the fabric, 

contents and setting of the Monument, and is to be distinguished 

from repair. Repair involves restoration or reconstruction and it 

should be treated accordingly. 

 

Restoration means returning the existing fabric of the Monument 

to a known earlier state by removing accretions or by reassembling 

existing components without the addition of new material. 

 

Reconstruction means returning a part of the Monument as nearly 

as possible to a known earlier state and is distinguished by the 

introduction of materials (new or old) into the fabric. This is not 

to be confused with either re-creation or conjectural 

reconstruction which are outside the scope of the Charter. 

 

Adaptation means modifying the Monument to suit proposed 

compatible uses. 

 

Compatible use means a use which involves no change to the 

culturally significant fabric, changes which are substantially 

reversible, or changes which require a minimal impact. 

 

 

BASIS OF APPROACH 

 

The Burra Charter is a useful general guide to the conservation 

of places such as Trim Town Walls. It provides a philosophical 

framework that can be flexible and recognises the need for the 

continued development that is associated with continuing 

occupation of a site. 
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MANAGEMENT 

 

Without pro-active monitoring, the Management Plan will be 

ineffective. A properly functioning Management Group will be 

essential to the effective management of the Monument. The 

function of the Management Group will be to: 

• ensure that the procedures contained in this Management Plan 
are implemented; 

• monitor the progress and success of implementation; 

• set out  timescales for delivery of  policies outlined in the 
Conservation Plan; 

• manage a budget relating to the Monument; 

• approve and monitor Monument-based events. 

 

Meetings of the Management Group will be chaired by Trim Town 

Clerk or by the Area Engineer.   Meath County Council will have 

an ongoing involvement. 

Since the dissolution of Town Councils this will devolve to an 

appropriate person (eg. Heritage Officer or Conservation 

Architect) within the County Counci.  

 

The Management Group should aspire to the appointment of a 

Monument Manager. This role may be assigned to an existing 

member of Trim Town Council staff. It will be the Manager’s 

responsibility to ensure the objectives of the Management Plan are 

met. The Manager, in consultation with other organisations 

involved in the management of the Monument, will prepare an 

annual programme of work for agreement by the Management 

Group. The Manager will prepare annual progress reports. The 

Manager will be responsible for obtaining, collating, and 

archiving all documentation, whether historical or arising from 

current work programmes, relating to the Monument. 

 

The Committee Members will be the designated representatives of 

each of the organisations involved in the management, 

maintenance, restoration, reconstruction, and adaptation of the 

Monument. The Committee Members must have a working 

knowledge of the Monument and decision-making authority. 

 

The Management Group will have two set meetings per year. An 

agenda will be prepared in advance by the Monument Manager. 

One of the first tasks of the Management Group will be to set key 

objectives for completion within the five year lifespan of the 

Management Plan (this could include identifying priorities for 

restoration, implementing a pedestrianised walking route, 

implementing a formalised guiding system, or preparing a 

programme of events). 

 

The Management Plan should be fully reviewed every three to five 

years. 
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CONTINUITY OF CONSERVATION ADVICE 

 

Irreparable damage can be caused to historic monuments by 

inexperienced or inadequate professional advice. Implementation 

of the procedures contained in this Management Plan can only be 

successfully achieved if work is conceived and implemented 

under the guidance of appropriately qualified professionals and 

tradespersons. 

 
Archaeologists 

The Monument, which includes not only the walls but also the 

town ditch and the site of the town gates, is of immense 

archaeological significance. Arguably, the greatest interest lies 

below ground, in stretches not previously accessible and in the 

core structure of the walls all of which have been less disrupted 

with the passage of time and may therefore contain more of direct 

archaeological interest than those readily accessible upstanding 

portions. Archaeologists employed to work on the Monument 

should have demonstrable experience of work on similar structures 

and preferably have specific experience of Trim. 

 

Architects 

Should be able to team lead and have demonstrable experience of 

work on historic masonry structures and should either be Grade 

One accredited in conservation by the Royal Institute of Architects 

in Ireland or an equivalent professional body. 

 
Structural Engineers 

Structural Engineers should have demonstrable experience of 

work on historic masonry structures and preferably be accredited 

in conservation. 

 
Tradespersons 

All tradespersons engaged to work on any aspect of the Monument 

should be given a basic introduction to its significance and the 

need for meticulous attention to detail and compliance with 

standard procedures. Tender documentation for conservation and 

repair projects should require evidence of previous relevant 

experience and evidence specialist training, for example, in the 

practical use of lime mortars, should also be provided. 

 

 

DIRECTORY OF PARTNER ORGANISATIONS 

 

The following list comprises the main partner organisations with 

responsibility for the management of the Monument: 
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Meath County Council/IWTN Trim 

Contact person:  Robert Miles  (Conservation 

Officer) 

Loreto Guinan (Heritage Officer) 

Tel:     046-9097000 

Fax:   046-9097001 

Email   conservation@meathcoco.ie 

heritage@meathcoco.ie 

  

Website   https://www.meath.ie/council/council-

services/heritage-architectural-conservation 

  

Postal Address             Meath County Council, Buvinda House, 

Dublin Road, Navan, Co. Meath C15Y291 

  

Department of the Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

Tel     01-8883906 

Fax:    01-8883194 

Email:   nationalmonuments@housing.gov.ie 

  

Website:    http://www.archaeology.ie 

  

Postal Address:            National Monuments Service, 

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, Room 

G50, Custom House, Dublin 1, D01 W6X0 

  

Office of Public Works 

Tel:                                01-6476000 

Fax:                               01-6610747 

Website:                         http://www.opw.ie 

Postal Address:               51 St Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2 

 

 

 

 

 

STATUTORY PROVISIONS AND PROCEDURES 

 

Introduction 

This Management Plan does not in itself have statutory status and 

does not supplant the responsibilities of partner organisations or 

the legislative framework. 

 

It is important that all management procedures carried out in 

connection with the Monument demonstrate best practice and 

comply with all relevant statutory requirements including the need 

for Ministerial Consent as required by Section 14 of the National 

Monument Act 1930 as amended. It should also be noted that 

upstanding wall Sections C, D and E are the subject of a 

preservation order, (4/2002). 

mailto:conservation@meathcoco.ie
mailto:heritage@meathcoco.ie
https://www.meath.ie/council/council-services/heritage-architectural-conservation
https://www.meath.ie/council/council-services/heritage-architectural-conservation
mailto:nationalmonuments@housing.gov.ie
https://scanner.topsec.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.archaeology.ie&d=1406&r=show&t=a03cf40680fd6f9a8c604f4cf7c82a127e5cc11a
https://scanner.topsec.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opw.ie&d=1406&r=show&t=c4a7e5f0730c1b745f347b4932af290184bcaa0b
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MAINTENANCE 

 

Introduction 

The maintenance of historic structures is a matter of considerable 

importance. The added value of well-maintained heritage assets, 

such as Trim Town Walls, particularly, but not only, in the     context 

of tourism, is inestimable. 
 

Although generally neglected, maintenance is not a mysterious art. 

The implementation of the following maintenance tasks, whether 

of a routine or occasional nature, will ensure that the Monument 

is presented in the most effective manner and will assist in 

avoiding or deferring more large-scale interventions. 
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Routine maintenance tasks 

 
Global inspection of Monument 
Description of procedure: Visual inspection to identify sudden 

changes such as acts of vandalism, 

development of potential risk situations 
etc 

Location: Paths and grass areas and adjoining land 
and property 

Currently carried out by: insert name 

Frequency Weekly 

Equipment required: None 

Comment: This weekly inspection could be carried 

out by a town warden with other 

responsibilities not directly connected 
with the Monument 

  

 

 
Lighting 
Description of procedure: Checking condition of fittings. Cleaning 

of fittings. Replacement of luminaries. 

Location: Paths and grass areas 

Currently carried out by: insert name 

Frequency: Biannually 

Equipment required: Appropriate access equipment 

Comment: Light bulbs should be replaced within one 

week of failure. Damage to electrical 

fittings should be rectified immediately 
upon identification. 

 

 
Litter picking 
Description of procedure: Removal of dropped litter, including 

papers, packaging, cans and bottles 

Location: Paths, wall walkways, platforms and steps 

Currently carried out by: insert name 

Frequency: Daily 

Equipment required: Hand-operated mechanical grabs, 
protective clothing, litter sacks 

Comment:  

 

 
Bin emptying 

Description of procedure: Removal of plastic bin liners and contents 
from official litter bins 

Location: Paths and grass areas 

Currently carried out by: insert name 

Frequency: Daily 

Equipment required: Wheeled litter cart 

Comment: Frequency of bin emptying should be 

reviewed regularly to ensure that bins in 
certain locations do not overflow 
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Dog fouling 
Description of procedure: Removal of animal faeces and 

disinfection of surface 

Location: Paths and grass areas 

Currently carried out by: insert name 

Frequency: Daily 

Equipment required: Proprietary machine 

Comment: Enforcement has been proved to 
dramatically the incidence of dog fouling 

 

 
Inspection of surface condition 
Description of procedure: Visual inspection of all pedestrian 

surfaces 

Location: Paths and grass areas 

Currently carried out by: insert name 

Frequency: Once every eight weeks 

Equipment required: Visual inspection 

Comment:  

 

Cleaning of seats, signage, 

interpretation panels, and litter bins 
Description of procedure: Cleaning with soapy water 

Location: Various locations 

Currently carried out by: insert name 

Frequency: See comment 

Equipment required: Cleaning equipment 

Comment: The need for cleaning of furniture is 

difficult to predict and a balance needs to 

be struck between prompt action as a 

result of abuse and routine maintenance 

necessary to keep the furniture in good 

condition. Experience will inform the 
frequency of the latter. 

 
 

Occasional maintenance tasks 

 

Removal of litter from yards and rear 

gardens of properties abutting the Walls 
Description of procedure: Removal of accumulated litter 

Location: Spaces which are not normally accessible 
such as private yards and narrow gaps 

Currently carried out by: insert name 

Frequency: Annually 

Equipment required: Access equipment 

Comment: Arrangements need to be made with 
owners prior to carrying out work. 
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Treatment of snow and ice 
Description of procedure: Application of ‘salt’ to slippery surfaces 

Location: Paths 

Currently carried out by: insert name 

Frequency: When required 

Equipment required:  

Comment: Advance warning of icy conditions 

should enable application of ‘white salt’ 

to be carried out before ice forms. 

Consideration needs to be given to the 

negative visual impact 

 

 
Removal of unauthorised items 
Description of procedure: Removal of posters, fencing, abandoned 

cars, kitchen equipment, garden waste 

etc. 

Location: Paths and grass areas 

Currently carried out by: insert name 

Frequency: When required 

Equipment required:  

Comment:  

 

 
Treatment of weeds 
Description of procedure: Removal of weeds 

Location: Paths, walls 

Currently carried out by: insert name 

Frequency: Annually 

Equipment required: Spraying equipment, hand tools 

Comment: There is a debate as to whether chemical 

spraying or scuffling is more effective. 

Application of systemic surfactants is 

ineffective if weeds are not actively 

growing and if weather conditions are not 
suitable. 
Effective control of grass and other 
vegetation at heritage sites has been 
demonstrated by having grazing flocks of 
sheep or goats, suitably managed. 

 

 
Tree surgery 
Description of procedure: Removal of dead branches and 

overgrowth 

Location: Complete if applicable 

Currently carried out by: insert name 

Frequency: Annual 

Equipment required: ?? 

Comment: This work should only be carried out by 
an experienced tree surgeon. 
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Redecoration of metal work 
Description of procedure: Preparation and repainting of cannon, 

gates, railings, handrails etc. 

Location: Various locations 

Currently carried out by: insert name 

Frequency: Biennial 

Equipment required: Painter’s equipment 

Comment:  

 
 

Response tasks 

 
Vandalism - Graffiti 

Description of procedure: Removal of paint-based graffiti from 
surfaces 

Location: All surfaces 

Currently carried out by: insert name 

Frequency: When required 

Equipment required: Varies depending on nature of graffiti and 
background to which it is applied 

Comment: Small samples should be tested before 
embarking on major removal 

 

 
Vandalism - Physical damage to fabric 
Description of procedure: Repairing or replacing damaged fabric 

Location: Various locations 

Currently carried out by: insert name 

Frequency: When required 

Equipment required: Dependant on nature of damage 

Comment: Physical damage should be repaired as 
soon as possible after it occurs. 

 

 

CONSERVATION WORKS 

 

Safety and Health 

A Safety and Health Plan should be prepared for each work phase 

which should include method statements, risk assessments, and 

Control of Substances Hazardous to Health information should be 

collated. 

 
Restoration work 

It is important to avoid over-restoration and especially important 

to ensure that historic fabric is not lost or irreparably damaged. 

A five-year strategic plan and detailed annual work programmes 

should be prepared for ratification by the Management Group. 

 

All restoration work should be under the control of a, suitably 

experienced, archaeologist or conservation architect who will 

carry out preliminary research for each work section, in advance 

of work commencing. A detailed record of the existing structure 
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should be prepared in advance of work commencing. 

 

The selection of appropriate materials, in particular, building 

stone and mortar mixes (including batching recipes and aggregate 

choice) should be thoroughly researched. Detailed specifications 

and schedules of work should be prepared and accurate, detailed, 

as-built records maintained throughout the implementation 

period. 

 

High-quality, temporary, public information boards should be 

mounted at the work section.   These should provide details of the 

nature of, and reason for, the work being carried out and relevant 

historical information. 

 

Upon the completion of each work section, a comprehensive 

record should be prepared and deposited in the Trim Town Walls 

archive. 

Preparation 

Ecology 

Prior to the commencement of any works, a thorough ecological 

appraisal of the relevant section should be carried out. Work 

should be programmed to avoid disturbing nesting birds and 

roosting bats. The use of toxic chemicals should also be avoided. 

 
Equipment 

Heavy machinery must not be used close to the monument and 

the ground surface should be carefully protected from disturbance 

by using plastic sheeting and timber boards.   The use of 

chainsaws to remove vegetation must not be permitted and 

undergrowth should be cleared by hand, using scythes, slash-

hooks or strimmers. 

 
Ground clearance 

Many areas of the Monument are obscured by dense vegetation. 

As the area around the Monument is a Zone of Archaeological 

Potential, utmost care must be taken to avoid unnecessary 

disturbance of the surrounding surfaces. Plants and trees should 

not be uprooted and under no circumstances should any levelling 

of the ground take place. Any trees which present an immediate 

threat to the stability of the structure should be cut down close to 

the ground surface leaving the roots to decay in situ. Chemical 

means of accelerating the rotting process should be utilised with 

extreme caution, as chemicals may cause damage to the 

monument.   Removal of loose stones should only take place 

under archaeological supervision and following strict 

recording procedures.  Loose stones should be 
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recorded in their exact location on a site plan and correspondingly 

numbered in water-based paint before being moved for safe 

keeping. Carved and worked stones are particularly valuable and 

should be carefully protected. 

 
Vegetation 

The Monument hosts a mixture of small non-damaging flowering 

plants and dense woody vegetation with damaging and deeply 

invasive root systems. Ivy, which is present in various locations 

throughout the Monument, has a root system which draws 

moisture from the lime mortar of joints and rubble core, causing 

it to disintegrate and allowing water to penetrate open joints. 

Growing ivy stems can displace areas of masonry and will 

ultimately result in collapse of the structure. 
 

Removal of dense vegetation should be completed well in 

advance of any repair schemes. Ivy must never be removed while 

alive and should be killed by removing a 300mm section of the 

main stem about 600mm from the ground, taking care not to 

damage masonry. Dead stems can be easily removed by hand and, 

while the removal of deeper roots will inevitably cause some 

disruption to masonry, a methodological approach should ensure 

that stones can be replaced in their original position. 

 
Remedial Works 

Remedial works should be only carried out when the structure is 

adversely affected, and never for purely cosmetic reasons. 
 

The works should always respect the integrity of the original form 

and materials and the way in which they were used. The 

individual character and historic integrity of a monument are 

maintained by using materials as similar as possible to those being 

replaced. 

 
Lime 

Lime should be the principal material of all mortars used in 

historic masonry. The damage caused to historic structures by the 

use of cement based mortars is well documented. It is an 

extremely hard and inflexible material and is impervious to 

moisture, resulting in accelerated deterioration of masonry. 
 

The preparation and application of lime requires specific skills 

and only tradespersons who have been suitably trained should be 

used. Lime mortar requires at least three months to cure and is 

initially prone to frost damage, so it is recommended that any 

works be programmed to take place between April and August 

and that walls be protected with damp sacking and plastic 

sheeting at the end of each days’ work. In excessively windy or 
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hot conditions the structure may need to be sprayed with a fine 

mist of clean water. Conditions must be moist, but not wet. 

 

The suitability of hydraulic limes is still open to debate and it 

must be noted that their indiscriminate use has the potential to 

cause as much damage as cement. Pozzolanic additives such as 

brick dust may be a used when mortar is required for repairs deep 

within the wall. 

Increasingly the use of hot lime as a technique that better 

replicates original methods is advocated. See 

https://historicengland.org.uk/content/docs/research/ctx154-

henry-hot-mixed-mortarspdf/ 

 

 
Repointing 

The preferable course of action is to remove all cementatious 

material and re-point with lime mortar. However, because cement 

mortar is so hard, removal may cause more damage to the 

surrounding masonry than if it were left. A small trial in an 

unobtrusive location should be undertaken to determine the best 

course of action. Power tools are never to be used. 
 

Original mortar should be left in place if it is still performing well 

and raking out should be selective. Care must be taken not to fill 

voids, such as mortices, contained within the structure, which can 

provide valuable archaeological information. Carefully annotated 

drawings should be prepared for the contractor, detailing voids 

which are to be filled, and those which are to be preserved. 

 

The selection of appropriate materials, in particular, building 

stone and mortar mixes (including batching recipes and aggregate 

choice) should be thoroughly researched. Detailed specifications 

and schedules of work should be prepared and accurate, detailed, 

as-built records maintained throughout the implementation 

period. 

 
Consolidation 

In areas where the corework has become unstable, grouting can 

be carried out effectively by hand by a method of pouring liquid 

grout into the centre of the wall through masonry joints.   The use 

of mechanical pressure-grouting systems should be avoided and 

used only following specialist advice. 

 

Any taking down and rebuilding of stonework is to be undertaken 

only when all other solutions have been discounted. Any area to 

be dismantled should be carefully measured, photographed and 

recorded in advance.   Any original coursing or pinning patterns 

should be replicated as closely as possible during rebuilding. 

 
Replacement stones 

No stones are to be removed or replaced except on the advice of 

https://historicengland.org.uk/content/docs/research/ctx154-henry-hot-mixed-mortarspdf/
https://historicengland.org.uk/content/docs/research/ctx154-henry-hot-mixed-mortarspdf/
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a suitably qualified professional. Any new stone must be 

geologically compatible, preferably from a local source, of a 

similar texture, colour and size as the original before weathering. 

This is correct conservation practice, and enables the new stone 

to be clearly visible within the historic structure. 

 
Wall cappings 

Wall cappings are missing in several locations throughout the 

Monument, and several have been replaced with inappropriate 

cementatious material, which is prone to cracking. Exposed 

corework is particularly vulnerable to weathering and water 

ingress, resulting in the washing out of mortar and encouraging 

plant growth. 

 

The profile of the corework must be retained as found, but 

rounded off so that water can be shed from the surface. Hydraulic 

lime mortar is considered a suitable material to consolidate wall 

tops due to its advanced setting qualities. Upon the completion of 

each work section, a comprehensive record should be prepared 

and deposited in a suitable archive. 

 
Research 

Wherever possible some measure of research to increase the 

knowledge base about the construction, development and use of 

the walls and their destruction and adaptation should be 

incorporated into any works carried out. Opportunities to sample 

mortars from the core of the wall, to accumulate a comparative 

sample set of mortars from different areas of the town wall, and 

from facings, core, foundations etc. to facilitate future research 

should be taken. This would allow for understanding of mortar 

mixes, differences if they exist between mortars from the core and 

from the facing, sources of materials, and the possibility of 

extracting radiocarbon dates for the walls themselves. 

 
Summary 

Guidelines may be summarised as follows: 

(abstracted from The Conservation of Scheduled Masonry Monuments 

(Department of the Environment NI, Environment and Heritage Service) 

Do: 

• Seek guidance and training on the correct use of lime-based 
mortars for building and pointing. 

• Ensure that all people on site are adequately trained and 

skilled in this type of work. 

• Equip workers with appropriate tools especially a variety of 
pointing keys. 

• Work with lime mortars only from April through to late 

summer to give new mortar at least three months protection 

form frost. 

• Order lime putty and pre-prepared mortar mixes in good time. 

Lime putty should be a minimum of three months old. 

• Locate site huts, equipment stores and dumps well away from 
the monument, outside the scheduled area. 

• Use only hand tools to clear the site and to work on the 
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monument. 

• Erect scaffolding by passing bracing members only through 
existing openings. 

• Report the finding of any carved or worked stones, wood, 

metal, pottery, bone or painted surfaces on the site to the 

supervising officer. 

• Follow the specification for the preparation of mortar mixes 
and provide samples for approval. 

• Report any unusual features (eg. ledges, openings, carved or 

worked stones, preserved timbers) uncovered during the 

course of the work which are not already noted on the 

drawings. 

• Keep the site tidy and remove all rubbish and building debris. 

• Follow the instructions for aftercare and protect new lime 

mortar by covering it against wet weather or strong sunshine. 

 
Do not: 

• Use or drive any heavy machinery within the scheduled area. 

• Dig any holes or otherwise breach the ground surface within 
the scheduled area. 

• Demolish or take down any masonry without instruction. 

• Use power tools to cut or rake out joints on the monument. 

• Take out old, sound mortar or remove old plaster or 
limewash. 

• Modify the specified mortar mixes by adding cement or 
other additive without instruction. 

• Add water to lime mortar; it will regain plasticity after 
‘knocking-up’. 

• Use a trowel for pointing; use a pointing key or jointing bar 

to press the mortar into the joint. 

• Take short-cuts or try to work too fast; always remember 

that lime takes time to harden. 

 
Reconstruction 

Reconstruction may be required after accidental or deliberate 

demolition. It is important that, immediately after the occurrence, 

a comprehensive photographic record is prepared of the 

undisturbed rubble. If possible, the location of components should 

be identified before materials are removed to a safe storage 

location where they are clearly identified. Reconstruction should 

take place as soon as possible and care should be taken, in as far 

as is possible, to ensure that all components are placed in their 

original positions. Where original components are missing, a 

decision should taken as to whether to match as closely as 

possible the surrounding work, or to clearly identify the new 

insertion by using different material. 

 

Adaptation 

• Design of new interventions 

• Approval process 

• Fixing and mounting of signs on the walls 

• List of permitted signs 

• Specification of mounting systems 
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Many surface finishes around the Monument are less than 

satisfactory from either a visual or practical viewpoint. This is 

especially the case where macadam, concrete and concrete-based 

paving materials have been used. The use of natural materials such 

as stone, cobbles and fired-clay products is not only more 

satisfactory from a visual point of view but also environmentally 

sustainable and cost effective in life-cycle analysis terms. 

 

Existing street furniture around the Monument including waste 

bins, seats, bollards, street lamps and pedestrian restraint barriers is 

of an ad hoc nature, sometimes poorly designed and, frequently, 

not fit-for-purpose. The use of ‘heritage’ street furniture is to be 

decried while good quality design should be sought and 

consistently applied 
 

All interventions must, of course, comply fully with the statutory 

regulations pertaining to archaeology. Notwithstanding, it is 

stressed that any proposed disruption of surfaces on the walls, or 

within five metres of them, should be carried out in such a manner 

that any loss of archaeological significance is minimised and that 

any opportunities for learning more about the nature and extent of 

uses of the particular site are not lost. 

 

 
Conjectural restoration 

It is unlikely that conjectural restoration would ever be 

appropriate. If, for any reason, it is proposed, the matter should 

be fully discussed by the Management Group and the relevant 

statutory organisation. 

 

 

INTERPRETATION, SIGNAGE AND ACCESS 

 

Introduction 

Good interpretation is the key to successful understanding. 

Physical interpretation is subject to weathering, vandalism and 

inadvertent mechanical damage. It therefore needs to be of robust 

construction while being visually appealing and appropriate to its 

setting. 

• Interpretive panels 

• Wall guides 

• Printed material 

 
Signage 

Signage around the Monument is less than satisfactory. Signs are 

necessary for direction for motorists, cyclists and pedestrians; for 

prohibition and for information. A preliminary review of the 

existing signage provision suggests that there are too many signs, 

resulting in clutter, and that there is poor maintenance, duplication, 
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a lack of consistency, inaccurate information, inappropriate 

mounting and poor design. 

Signage has been placed to mark the position of the Athboy 

Gate. The location sign for the Navan Gate is somewhat 

conjectural and that for Dublin Gate not so easy to see. 

Similar signage should be used for the Watergate. 

Other media to convey the history of the walls should be 

appropriately deployed. 

 
Access 

Many parts of the Monument are not readily accessible for people 

with physical disability. The potential for enhanced access exists 

at 

• Porch Fields 

• Water Gate to the site of Dublin Gate 

 

EVENTS 

 

Introduction 

Events based on or around the monument will be encouraged. It 

is however of vital importance that all events are well organised 

in order to minimise inconvenience to residents and to maximise 

the enjoyment of the participants. An ‘Event Management Plan’ 

will be required for each event. This will be prepared by the event 

organiser and will be lodged with the Management Group not less 

than 56 days in advance of the event. The Plan should consider 

the proposed event in a holistic way and should address issues 

such as: 

• Time limitations 

• Purpose 

• Proposed methods of promotion 

• Impact on residents and businesses not directly involved in 
the event 

• Crowd control 

• Capacity calculation 

• Traffic management 

• Management and personnel 

• Temporary services required (electricity and water) 

• Alcohol policy 

• Insurance 

• Cleaning up methodology 

• Minimising physical damage to the Monument 

• Disaster planning. 
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Chapter Four 

 
PRIORITIES FOR FUTURE ACTIONS 

 

 
ENHANCEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Landscaped park, Zone 2 

The car park on the north side of the new road between Emmet 

Street and Castle Street, to the north of the Trim Castle Hotel, has 

an upstanding section of wall which could form the backdrop to 

a new landscaped park, which could be used by guests of Trim 

Castle Hotel and by visitors to the town. A detailed study to 

develop proposals would be required before an estimate of cost 

could be established. 

 

Walls promenade, Zone 3 

The potential exists (particularly in the context of recent 

construction works to the west of Zone 3 and the proposal to 

create a ‘civic plaza’ extending westwards from the junction of 

Emmet Street, Watergate Street and Market Street) for creation of 

a walls promenade in the buffer zone to the outside of the walls 

to the south-west side of the town extending from the site of 

Water Gate in the north to the site of Dublin Gate in the south. A 

detailed study to develop proposals would be required before an 

estimate of cost could be established. 
 

One possibility is that this area could be landscaped with high 

quality paving materials (such as bonded gravel, stone slabs or 

setts); selective tree planting; a carefully specified suite of 

furniture including seats, litter bins, dog fouling bins; carefully 

designed way-marking direction posts; contemporary street 

lighting (to enhance the enjoyment of the promenade and extend 

usable hours) and a small selection of well-designed 

interpretation panels positioned along the promenade with high 

quality graphics and written content. An alternative, and simpler 

approach, would be to simply grass the area. 

 

Given the confirmation of the presence of a ditch and the 

possibility that substantial amounts of the wall are present below 

ground and acting as a facing for the ditch consideration should 

be given to exposing some section(s) of this to better display the 

original form of the wall. 
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TOWN WALKING TOUR 

 

Introduction 

The potential exists to incorporate into a broader town walking 

tour, the upstanding remains of the east side of the wall in Zone 

1 extending from the pedestrian bridge over the River Boyne to 

Sheep Gate, uphill to Yellow Steeple, past Nangle Castle, along 

Abbey Lane, across High Street, along Church Lane, through the 

grounds of St Patrick’s Church, onto Lomans Street, across 

Watergate bridge and along the proposed west promenade at the 

back of Emmet Street to the site of Dublin Gate and then back to 

Trim Castle. 

 

Controlled access 

Negotiation with the owners or managers of the following 

properties should be entered into in order to agree controlled 

access: 

• Grounds of Yellow Steeple 

• Talbot’s Castle 

• Nangle Castle. 

• Grounds of St Patrick’s Church of Ireland (gate access) 

 

Elements comprising a walk 

• Paths - Good quality paving surfaces such as bonded gravel, 
stone slabs or setts. 

• Furniture - A carefully specified suite of furniture including 
seats, litter bins, dog fouling bins. 

• Way-marking - Carefully designed way marking direction 

posts. 

• Lighting - Contemporary amenity lighting to enhance the 
enjoyment of the walk and extend usable hours. 

• Interpretation - A selection of well-designed interpretation 

panels positioned at strategic locations along the walk with 

high quality graphics and written content. Associated 

published material and digital technology. 

 

 

RESTORATION AND REPAIR RECOMMENDATIONS 

ON A ZONE-BY-ZONE BASIS 

 

Introduction 

The following cost estimates have been prepared on a zone-by- 

zone basis to give an indication of probable expenditure within 

set time periods. The figures do not take account of: 

• Preliminaries 

• Value Added Tax 

• Professional fees 

• Inflation 
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• Phasing as this cannot be predicted at the time of writing. 

 
Definitions 

• Within one year - This is work which should be carried out 
as soon as possible in order to avoid rapid deterioration of 

the upstanding remains. 

• Within five years - This is work which should form the basis 

of conservation and possible restoration of the upstanding 

remains. The work should, ideally, be carried out in a number 

of rolling phases. 

• When funding permits - This is work which is unlikely to 

provide any immediate benefit in terms of appreciation of the 

upstanding remains. It nevertheless would represent good 

practice and would open up potential for further enjoyment 

and understanding of the walls. 

 

Cost summary 

 
 Within one 

year 

Within five 

years 

When 

funding 
permits 

TOTALS FOR ZONE 1 € €180,000 € 

TOTALS FOR ZONE 2 €13,000 €41,000 € 

TOTALS FOR ZONE 3 €64,500 €196,000 € 

TOTALS FOR ZONE 4 € €49,000 € 

TOTALS FOR ZONE 5 € € €25,000 

TOTAL €77,500 €466,000 €25,000 

 

Cost breakdown on a Zone-by-Zone basis 

 
ZONE 1 

Expenditure Within one 

year 

Within five 

years 

When 

funding 
permits 

Section A 

Removal of vegetation 
overgrowth 

 

€ 
 

€20,000 
 

€ 

Removal of rendered surfaces € € € 

Storage of loose stones € €10,000 € 

Consolidation of masonry € €25,000 € 

Repointing € €90,000 € 

Structural repair € €10,000 € 

Removal of abutting 
structures 

 

€ 
 

€ 
 

€ 

Preparation of digital and 
measured survey 

 

€ 
 

€20,000 
 

€ 

Archaeological investigation € €5,000 € 
    

Total for Section A € €180,000 € 

TOTALS FOR ZONE 1 € €180,000 € 
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ZONE 2 

Expenditure Within one 

year 

Within five 

years 

When 

funding 

permits 

Section B 

Removal of vegetation 
overgrowth 

 

€5,000 
 

€ 
 

€ 

Removal of rendered surfaces € € € 

Storage of loose stones € € € 

Consolidation of masonry € €8,000 € 

Repointing € €30,000 € 

Structural repair € € € 

Removal of abutting 
structures 

 

€ 
 

€ 
 

€ 

Preparation of digital and 
measured survey 

 

€8,000 
 

€ 
 

€ 

Archaeological monitoring € €3,000 € 
    

Total for Section B €13,000 €41,000 € 

TOTALS FOR ZONE 2 €13,000 €41,000 € 



MCC-R16.DOC Trim Town Walls - Management Plan 

December 2008 Alastair Coey Architects Page 45 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ZONE 3 

Expenditure Within one 

year 

Within five 

years 

When 

funding 

permits 

Section C 

Removal of vegetation 
overgrowth 

 

€2,000 
 

€ 
 

€ 

Removal of rendered surfaces € €5,000 € 

Storage of loose stones €4,000 € € 

Consolidation of masonry € €5,000 € 

Repointing € €10,000 € 

Removal of abutting 
structures 

 

€ 
 

€20,000 
 

€ 

Preparation of digital and 
measured survey 

 

€4,000 
 

€ 
 

€ 

Archaeological investigation €1,000 € € 

Total for Section C €11,000 €40,000 € 

Section D 

Removal of vegetation 
overgrowth 

 

€20,000 
 

€ 
 

€ 

Removal of rendered surfaces € €2,000 € 

Storage of loose stones €4,000 € € 

Consolidation of masonry € €15,000 € 

Repointing € €80,000 € 

Structural repair € €30,000 € 

Removal of abutting 
structures 

 

€ 
 

€10,000 
 

€ 

Preparation of digital and 
measured survey 

 

€20,000 
 

€ 
 

€ 

Archaeological investigation €5,000 € € 

Total for Section D €49,000 €137,000 € 

Section E 

Removal of vegetation 
overgrowth 

 

€1,000 
 

€ 
 

€ 

Consolidation of masonry €1,000 € € 

Repointing € € € 

Preparation of digital and 
measured survey 

 

€2,000 
 

€ 
 

€ 

Archaeological investigation €500 € € 

Total for Section E €4,500 € € 

Section F 

Removal of vegetation 
overgrowth 

 

€ 
 

€ 
 

€ 

Removal of rendered surfaces € €6,000 € 

Storage of loose stones € € € 

Consolidation of masonry € € € 

Repointing € €8,000 € 

Structural repair € € € 

Removal of abutting 
structures 

 

€ 
 

€ 
 

€ 

Preparation of digital and 
measured survey 

 

€ 
 

€4,000 
 

€ 

Archaeological investigation € €1,000 € 

Total for Section F € €19,000 € 

TOTALS FOR ZONE 3 €64,500 €196,000 € 
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ZONE 4 

Expenditure Within one 

year 

Within five 

years 

When 

funding 

permits 

Section G 

Removal of vegetation 
overgrowth 

 

€ 
 

€10,000 
 

€ 

Removal of rendered surfaces € € € 

Storage of loose stones € € € 

Consolidation of masonry € € € 

Repointing € €30,000 € 

Structural repair € € € 

Removal of abutting 
structures 

 

€ 
 

€ 
 

€ 

Preparation of digital and 
measured survey 

 

€ 
 

€8,000 
 

€ 

Archaeological investigation € €1,000 € 
    

Total for Section G € €49,000 € 

TOTALS FOR ZONE 4 € €49,000 € 

 
ZONE 5 

Expenditure Within one 

year 

Within five 

years 

When 

funding 
permits 

Athboy Gate to Navan Gate Street 

Removal of vegetation 
overgrowth 

 

€ 
 

€ 
 

€ 

Removal of rendered surfaces € € € 

Storage of loose stones € € € 

Consolidation of masonry € € € 

Repointing € € € 

Structural repair € € € 

Removal of abutting 
structures 

 

€ 
 

€ 
 

€ 

Preparation of digital and 
measured survey 

 

€ 
 

€ 
 

€ 

Archaeological investigation € € €25,000 
    

Total for Athboy Gate to 
Navan Gate Street 

€ € €25,000 

TOTALS FOR ZONE 5 € € €25,000 



 

 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS ARISING FROM 2021 

UPDATE 

 

• The environs and setting of the upstanding remains 

of the walls need to be carefully curated and 

presented so that the significance of the wall is made 

plain. This applies especially to the areas in the 

vicinity of the castle on either side of the river, but 

most especially to the stretch adjacent to the new 

street, Finnegan’s Way. 

• The wall is currently mostly hidden beneath a bank 

along the western stretch to the rear of Emmet and 

Watergate Streets, and this needs more proactive 

management. If the overburden of bramble and 

other vegetation is to be removed, that removal 

needs maintenance. A relatively low-cost option is 

the introduction of a managed flock of sheep to 

graze the area. When it is possible to invest in more 

permanent features such as paving this should be 

done. 

• Further stretches on the northern zone 5 should be 

assessed to see if the defences were always by ditch 

and possible bank/palisade combination, or whether 

any section was walled. 

• Every opportunity to sample mortars from within 

the core and the wall face should be taken to build 

up a representative collection for analysis and for 

dating purposes. 
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Appendix Two 

ECOLOGY REPORT 

 

 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 

Paul Murphy of EirEco Environmental Consultants was 

contracted by Alastair Coey Architects to undertake an ecological 

appraisal of the Town Walls of Trim, Co. Meath. The primary 

aim of the study was to assess the potential for sensitive 

ecological receptors associated with the walls which may have a 

bearing on the capacity to undertake structural maintenance 

works. Old stonewalls often support specific assemblages of 

plants (known as murals). The environmental conditions 

prevailing on a wall vary with factors such as aspect, shade, and 

depth of mortar or accumulation of soil. The plants present will 

therefore have to be adapted to the extreme conditions varying 

between semi-arid, almost alpine conditions to damp and shaded 

nooks. In addition, cavities in, or heavy vegetation cover on walls 

are frequently used as bat roosts or nesting sites for breeding 

birds. 

 

Remnants of the town walls of Trim occur in lengths varying from 

approximately 10m to over 220m. The condition of the different 

sections varies considerably, as does the amount of vegetative 

cover on and adjacent to the wall. There are, in addition to the 

town wall, several other large stonewalls of considerable 

antiquity throughout the town of Trim, and many of these are of 

equal potential ecological value as the original 12th Century city 

walls. The town walls of Trim were surveyed on the 6th December 

2007. 

 

RESULTS 

 

The overall potential of the town walls to support sensitive 

ecological receptors is discussed under the following sections 

dealing with plants, birds and bats. No species of particular 

conservation concern were noted on or associated with the walls 

during the survey. The River Boyne flows through the town of 

Trim and is a proposed Special Area of Conservation (Site No. 

002299). Two protected species are recorded on the National 

Parks and Wildlife Service website database. The red hemp nettle 

(Galeopsis angustifolia), listed under the Flora Protection Order, 

is a plant of tilled fields and waste places (Webb et al, 
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1996). It may occur in suitable habitat in the vicinity of the town 

walls though is unlikely to occur on the walls. Due to the season 

during which the survey was carried out, it was not possible to 

confirm its presence or absence. The otter (Lutra lutra), afforded 

protection under Annex II of the EU Habitats Directive, is 

recorded from the River Boyne; it would be expected to be 

confined to the riparian zone. 

 
Plants 

The plant communities present on the city walls vary according 

to a number of factors including aspect, condition, and 

maintenance. Overall, the remaining sections of wall appear in 

poor condition and in many places are heavily overgrown by ivy 

(Hedra helix) with adjacent and encroaching scrub comprised of 

hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), elder (Sambucus niger), briar 

(Rubus fruticosus aggr.) and rank grasses (Dactylis glomerata, 

Holcus lanatus and Arrenatherum elatius). 
 

The longest intact section extends from Navan Gate Street 

southwards to the banks of the Boyne. From the Navan Gate 

Street, the road initially forms the boundary between two 

residential properties and is flanked by ornamental shrubs. It then 

runs across open fields south to the river. In the northern half (A-

I03 to A-I05), the wall is little more than a rubble mound with an 

adjacent ditch. The mound is dominated by fescue grass (Festuca 

rubra), yarrow (Achillea millefolium) and cats-ear (Hypochoeris 

radicata), while the ditch is choked with briar, nettle (Urtica 

dioica), coarse grasses, cleavers (Galium aparine) and occasional 

hawthorn. To the south (A-I06 to A- I11), the wall is more intact, 

1 to 1.5m in height with a shallow ditch on the outward side. This 

section of wall supports a more typical assemblage of mural 

species including pellitory-of-the- wall (Parietaria officinalis), 

pennywort (Umbilicus rupestris), stonecrop (Sedum acre), ivy-

leaved toadflax (Cymbalaria muralis), common polypody 

(Polypodium vulgare), fescue (Festuca rubra) with some ivy. 

 

The Sheep Gate has very small amounts of pellitory-of-the-wall, 

harts tongue fern (Phyllitis scolopendrium) and divvy-leaved 

toadflax.   The remaining section between the Sheep Gate and the 

river is low and has been recently re-mortared with resultantly no 

vegetative cover. 

 

The section of wall east of Trim Castle (B-I02 to B-I03) has very 

heavy ivy cover at the rear of the houses and medical centre with 

small amounts of fescue and occasional cotoneaster (Cotoneaster 

sp.). The face of the wall is well-pointed and supports virtually no 

plants. 



MCC-R16.DOC Trim Town Walls, Management Plan - Appendix Two, Ecology Report 

December 2008 Alastair Coey Architects Page 3 

 

 

 

 

 

East of Emmet Street, a section to the rear of a hardware store (C-

I01 to CI02) also has very heavy ivy cover. Part of the wall 

appears to have been rebuilt with concrete blocks and a 

galvanized gate has been installed at the south-east corner. The 

southerly section (D-I01) has had spoil dumped along its west 

side which has been encroached by briar, nettle, dock (Rumex 

spp.), coarse grasses and butterbur (Petasites hybridus). 

 

The section of wall extending northwards towards the river (D- 

I02 to D-I13) runs at the rear of private gardens and borders a 

narrow open area of neglected pasture. This section is in very poor 

repair with little evidence of the wall remaining under a dense 

cover of ivy and adjacent scattered hawthorn, blackthorn (Prunus 

spinosa), elder and abundant briar.   In addition, there are 

occasional ornamental trees and shrubs at the rear of the gardens. 

A solitary ash (Fraxinus excelsior) is located approximately 

midway along this section with a small clump of the invasive 

alien plant Japanese knotweed (Reynoutria japonica) adjacent. 

The final few meters before the wall swings north-east (D-I13 to 

D-I15), are little more than a mound with occasional rocks 

showing through a cover of calcareous grassland comprised of 

fescue, sweet vernal (Anthoxanthum odoratum), vetches (Viccia 

spp.), plantain (Plantago lanceolata) and yarrow (Achillea 

millefolium). 
 

A short section to the south of Watergate Bridge lies immediately 

adjacent to the road virtually devoid of plant life with the 

exception of a single specimen of red-valerian (Centranthus 

rubra). The section is approximately 3m in height but the top 1m 

is comprised of concrete. The northern half has been pebble-

dashed on the western side while the entire stretch is white-

washed. 

 

The section of wall extending from Sarsfield Avenue northwards 

(G-I01 to G-I04) runs through a series of small fields. This stretch 

averages 2.5m in height and for most of its length has a 

considerable canopy of ivy with abundant briar and blackthorn 

scrub along its base with occasional scattered hawthorn. Little 

other vegetation occurs on the wall however, with the exception 

of occasional polypody ferns and small amounts of ivy-leaved 

toadflax.   To the west of the school playing field (G-I03), the ivy 

on the wall has been trimmed back and appears to have been 

recently partially re-built in sections. The section G-105 is heavily 

ivy clad, while the adjacent section (G-E06 and G-I06) are bare 

apart from scattered polypody ferns along its top. 

 

The section to the south of Black Friary has little upright 

remaining wall and is heavily covered by a scrubby hedgerow 

comprised of hawthorn, blackthorn, elder and abundant briar. 
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The land to the north is under rank neglected grassland while a 

carpark and small residential green occurs to the south. 

 

In addition to the abundant higher plants evident on the town 

walls, mosses and lichens also occur with their distribution and 

abundance governed by similar environmental parameters. This 

study did not include a detailed assessment of the lichen and 

bryophyte flora, though the diversity of species present appears 

limited by both the air quality of the urban environment and the 

often dense and competitive growth of higher pants. 

 
Birds 

The town walls of Trim offer potential nesting sites for a range of 

passerine bird species that use either the cavities within the walls 

or the cover of the associated vegetation. A number of the 

common species typical of urban environments nest in cavities 

including various tit species (great, blue and coal-tit), wren, robin, 

pied wagtail and starling. Other less widespread species such as 

spotted flycatcher and tree-creeper will also utilize cavities as nest 

sites. The dense vegetation forming thickets on some sections of 

the wall could support nests of a much wider range of species 

including corvids (the crow family), a range of other passerines 

and possibly raptors such as sparrowhawk or kestrel. Utilisation 

of the town walls for breeding purposes is likely to be confined to 

the period from March to July inclusive. Birds may also however, 

use the dense vegetation or the cavities in the wall for roosting 

purposes during the winter months. Species such as wrens will 

roost communally in old nest sites as a strategy to keeping warm 

during cold winter nights. Kingfishers are present along the river. 

 

Bats 

Bats utilize different roost sites at various times of the year. 

During the winter, bats occupy roosts that provide stable 

temperature and humidity suitable for undergoing torpor or 

hibernation (often old buildings, caves, mines and cellars). In the 

late spring they move into summer roosts (roof spaces, trees, walls 

etc) which may include specific maternity roosts for females to 

give birth in, and other roosts used by males or non- breeding 

animals. These later roosts may be used on a transitory basis 

dependant on foraging potential in the area.   Sections of the town 

walls of Trim offer some roosting potential for bats during the 

summer period in cavities and also within the dense mats of ivy. 

In general the walls are unlikely to provide the stable environment 

required for winter roosting sites or conditions suitable for use as 

maternity roosts, though the Sheep Gate may offer some potential 

in this regard. Bat utilization of the walls for roosting purposes is 

likely to be limited to the period April to October inclusive. 
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

1. There are no protected or rare species of plant or animal 

recorded or associated with the town walls of Trim. The 

assemblage of plants occurring on the city walls is generally 

typical of old masonry walls and includes a mixture of weedy and 

scrub species. In general the walls do not support a classical mural 

suite of plants due to the poor condition of the walls or the heavy 

ivy growth. Where classical mural species occur, these generally 

innocuous species should be retained where possible. 

 

2. The dense vegetation occurring on some sections of the wall, 

dominated by ivy, will have extensive root systems likely to result 

in the slow prising apart of the masonry and mortar. On the one 

hand, the root systems prise and lever apart the mortar and 

masonry, while on the other hand the roots then bind the 

crumbling mass and prevent it from collapse. The penetration of 

root systems into the wall would necessitate considerable re- 

building if an attempt was made to remove the capping 

vegetation, as decaying roots within the wall will overtime, loose 

their binding capacity and result in extensive cavities and voids 

within the wall. Regular trimming of the vegetation may prove 

the preferable approach to control. 
 

3. The various cavities within the town walls along with the 

denser areas of associated vegetation provide abundant potential 

nest sites for a considerable range of bird species. The nests and 

young of all wild birds (with the exception of a very limited 

number of pest species) are afforded protection under the Wildlife 

(Amendment) Act (2000) and it is an offence to cut, grub, burn or 

otherwise destroy vegetation growing on land not then cultivated 

(including hedgerows) between the 1st day of March and the 31st 

of July in order to afford protection to birds nest and their young. 

Maintenance works on the walls which would involve cutting 

back of vegetation, filling cavities, re- pointing, etc, should be 

undertaken outside of the breeding bird season. 

 

4. The town walls of Trim also provide potential roosting sites for 

a variety of bat species which may utilize either cavities in the 

wall or the dense areas of vegetation. All bat species are afforded 

protection under Annex IV of the EU Habitats Directive, which 

provides for the protection of their habitat and in particular 

roosting sites. In general the walls do not provide suitable 

conditions for winter hibernation sites, and any vegetation 

clearance or maintenance works on the walls (including pointing) 

should be undertaken during the period when bats are primarily 

dormant ie. November to March inclusive. 
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5. The tower at the Sheep Gate however, may support winter- 

roosting bats and any works at this site would require an 

appropriate assessment of the structure prior to commencement. 

This site could benefit from some measures to enhance its 

suitability as both a wintering and maternity site for bats. 

 

6. Any maintenance works undertaken on the town walls of Trim 

during the period when the walls may be utilized for nesting or 

roosting purposes by birds or bats respectively, should be 

preceded by an inspection of the relative section of the wall by an 

appropriately qualified or experienced ecologist to ensure no 

nests or roosts are present. 
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HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

Archaeological excavations have been undertaken in Trim sporadically since the 1980s 

with more sites assessed or excavated since the 1990s as a result of developments 

within the town and conservation works in the castle.   The unusually high percentage 

of the sites investigated that have produced archaeological features, deposits or finds 

shows the great archaeological potential of the town. 

All excavations with accessible records are listed in the attached Annexe. This has been 

revised an updated to include excavations omitted from the 2008 report and those 

which have occurred to date (2021) since then. A total of 91excavations are included. 

 

Outside the castle, the sites archaeologically excavated in the town to date, have all 

been of very limited extent and all excavations have come about as a result of proposed 

development; none were undertaken purely for research. None of the features or 

structures excavated to date remain visible above ground. 

An extensive site was excavated at Kiely’s yard immediately outside Dublin Gate 

(Stephens 2009a). These revealed the remains of two burgage plots with a sequence of 

houses built on them at the street front. 

A series of excavations were carried out from 2006 – 2010 as part of the Trim Street 

Restoration Project which resulted in the excavation of numerous small sites around 

the town, but the totality of these gives a good impression of the activity in the town. 

Since 2010 a research and teaching excavation has been conducted at the site of the 

medieval Dominican Friary, on the northern boundary of the town. This has uncovered 

evidence of the town boundary and a possible postern gate (O’Carroll et al 2016, 2019, 

2020). 

 

The location of the town of Trim on a crossing point on the River Boyne (which gave 

the town its name - Ath Trium, the ‘ford of the elders’) and in the centre of fertile lands 

means the area would have been a very attractive location for prehistoric settlement. 

To date however no apparent in situ prehistoric remains have been unearthed within 

the town. There are several prehistoric stray finds (including Neolithic stone axe heads 

and Bronze Age axes) in the National Museum of Ireland which are provenanced to  
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the town and prehistoric flints have been found in secondary contexts in excavations 

on High St. and in the castle. 

A number of pig bones, all from the front lower leg bones – only one humerus was 

found – which date to the Iron Age (370 – 110 BC). All were recovered from peaty 

deposits south of the castle and on the south bank of the River Boyne (Stephens 2009b; 

Beglane 2009). 

 

However, there are known prehistoric sites located close to the town; the nearest is the 

Early Bronze Age burnt mound complex excavated at Corporationland northwest of 

the town (ME036-059-60---). One of the burnt mounds produced a fine Early Bronze 

Age arrowhead. There are also several prehistoric burial mounds and barrows further 

out but within a 15km radius of the town. 

 

St. Loman, a nephew of St. Patrick, reputedly founded an early ecclesiastic site at Trim 

in the fifth century AD. The site initially had some prominence but declined in 

importance from the beginning of the second millennium. The ecclesiastical site 

appears to have lain in the vicinity of the later St Patrick’s Parish church in the north 

half of the town. Considerable weight is lent to this by excavations in Loman Street 

and in Church Lane (Seaver 2015; Kieran 2009) which produced human bone dating 

to the mid – to late 1st millennium AD. Excavations within this area of the town have 

uncovered two ditches of pre-Norman date on either side of High Street. It has been 

suggested that the curving lines of High Street, Bridge Street and Castle Street could 

reflect the line of the early medieval enclosure around the site, but it is not convincing, 

particularly as Castle Street is of recent origin and the   medieval parish church lies 

outside the suggested enclosure. The early monastery was apparently founded on a 

minor pre-Christian royal site, which was given to the church by Feidlimid who moved 

his residence across the river. 

 

Historical evidence also shows that this secular site and its occupiers were growing to 

greater prominence from about the eleventh century onwards. There is as yet no 

evidence to show exactly where this Dun lay. Part of a small-scale pre-Norman 

unenclosed secular settlement was uncovered in the Castle. Excavations there revealed 

the presence of a kiln, a rectangular building and an animal corral predating the Anglo-

Norman ring work (Hayden 2011). 

 

The Augustinians may have settled on the north bank of the river, before the coming 

of the Anglo-Normans. They established a priory - St. Mary’s, possibly before 1150, 

but the surviving remains - the ‘Yellow Steeple’ and part of ‘Talbot’s Castle’ - are of 

fourteenth century and later date. The priory was a renowned place of pilgrimage in 

medieval times due to its possession of a miraculous statue - Our Lady of Trim. 
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The presence of these early settlements on a fordable point on the river and the fact the 

river was navigable to the sea, drew the Anglo-Normans to Trim. The Normans entered 

Meath as early as 1170 but Hugh de Lacy’s choice of Trim as the main base for the 

conquest of his new Lordship of Meath from about 1172 brought Trim to prominence. 

Excavations in the castle have clearly shown that de Lacy built a large ring work 

surrounded by outer defences beneath the site of the keep of the stone castle in 1172. 

Rory O’Connor demolished and burnt the ring work after it had been temporarily 

abandoned by the Anglo-Normans in late 1172 or early 1173. The ring work was 

however rebuilt and reoccupied in 1173. The recent excavations in the castle uncovered 

parts of the enclosing ditch, defensive palisades, internal buildings and external 

structures of the two phases of the ring work. 

 

Hugh de Lacy began the construction of the stone keep and rectangular towered eastern 

curtain walls of the castle in c.1174-6. The keep was completed to its intended height 

but de Lacy’s death in 1186 prevented him completing the curtain walls. After a short 

hiatus his son, Walter inherited the castle in 1189 and appears to have raised the keep 

in height to its second phase and built the Dublin Gate of the castle in the 1190s. Walter 

altered and raised the keep to its present height and form and also completed the 

building of the curtain walls (the round towered southern section) of the castle between 

1201 and 1207. 

 

In addition to its defensive function, the castle also became the caput (administrative 

centre) of the Lordship of Meath and not surprisingly, a town rapidly developed around 

it. There is however nothing known about the initial history of the development of the 

town, its extent and earliest defences. It clearly developed early as it received its first 

charter in 1190 and fairs are mentioned from at least 1244 onwards. 

Excavations in the corner of Market St. and Emmet St. (Fallon, 2009) revealed a 

sizeable ditch which ran NNE/SSW, and whose western edge was beyond the limit of 

the excavation and presumably lies beneath the pavement on the east side of Emmet 

St. This ditch produced a radiocarbon date from the lower fills of 1030 – 1220 cal AD, 

suggesting that it may have been part of the earliest phase of town defences. The 

presence of Ham Green pottery in the fills supports this theory. What appears to be a 

continuation of this ditch was noted during pipe-laying works in Market St. where a 

substantial N/S running ditch was recorded (Meenan 1996). It is possible that the line 

of the wall to the west of Emmet St and Watergate St. represents a later expansion and 

consolidation of the town. 

Excavations immediately outside the Dublin Gate (Stephens 2009a) uncovered the 

remains of two house-plots and associated backyards. Material from a pit in the 

backyard of one plot returned a date of 1040 – 1270 cal AD. Several other similar dates 

were returned from that site, suggesting that a suburb outside the town wall was 

established from very early on. 

The earliest surviving murage charter for the town appears to date to 1290. At this time  
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Geoffrey de Geneville was Lord of Trim and the wording of the charter shows he  

 

clearly intended to enclose and fortify his ‘vill of Trym’. This may not have actually 

involved the building of a stone wall. It is possible that earthen and timber defences 

could have initially protected the town, but we have no evidence for these. The first 

murage charter to specifically mention a wall dates to 1308 when Roger Mortimer 

arrived in Trim as its new lord. Further murage grants were made in 1316 and 1393. 

The latter was for 20 years, and a stone wall is specified in it. 

 

A total area of 23 hectares was enclosed, sixteen on the north side of the river and 

seven on the south side. The line of the wall circuit is clear in the southern half of the 

town but more difficult to reconstruct with accuracy in the northern half. There were 

five defended gates in the town wall –  Dublin Gate, Watergate, Athboy Gate, Navan 

Gate and Sheep Gate. Only the latter still survives above ground level. There was also 

an internal gate - Bridge Gate - guarding the bridge across the River Boyne. 

According to Potterton (2005, 188) the account of a ‘Bridge Gate’ is from seventeenth 

century sources only, and nothing further is known of its location. 

 

The walls have been archaeologically examined only in very limited areas at the south 

and south-western sides of the town but most of their circuit probably survives beneath 

modern ground level.   It is not clear whether or not the riverbanks in the town were 

walled. There were originally at least eight gates in the circuit but today only one - 

Sheepgate - survives. 

There is no corroborative evidence to suggest that eight gates existed. Excavations at 

the site of the Athboy Gate (Seaver 2009) have reasonably conclusively confirmed its 

position. Excavations at the presumed site of Navan Gate are less conclusive in their 

findings (Shine and Seaver 2009). Excavations at the Watergate (Seaver and Campbell, 

unpublished report) have confirmed its position and also demonstrated that a few 

courses of the wall exist sub-surface on the western side, presumably extending west 

within the area of the present garage workshop. 

 

The southern side of the town appears to have been defended by an area of natural 

marshland, which has been revealed in several recent archaeological assessments. A 

river flowed through this area and may have been diverted to feed a water-filled moat 

around the southern side of the castle. The line of the moat was uncovered during 

archaeological monitoring of pipe-laying in Castle St, (O’Carroll 2003, 2009). In the 

post-medieval period, the river may have powered a watermill north-east of Emmet 

Street. 

In the ensuing centuries the fortunes of the town largely mirrored those of the castle, 

prospering until the early sixteenth century when both went into decline, from which 

they only began to recover, in the late twentieth century. 
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The street pattern in the modern town of Trim appears to be largely of medieval origin. 

Many of the streets also retain what would have been their medieval names. The street  

 

pattern and the differential widths of parts of the same streets in the northern half of 

the town may suggest that this area developed in two phases around the remains of the 

early medieval ecclesiastical enclosure. It is also possible that an extra-mural suburb 

developed on the southern part of Emmet Street during the later medieval or post- 

medieval period. 

Excavations have shown that this suburb developed from the late 12th to 13th century 

onwards (Stephens 2009a) 

 

Parts of the medieval cobbled street surfaces have been revealed in excavations in both 

halves of the town. A medieval metalworking area was also excavated on High Street 

and the usual other remnants of medieval occupation in the form of pits, deposits or 

finds have also been found in most of the archaeological assessments undertaken in the 

town to date. 

 

The long narrow burgage plots, particularly those which run from the streets back to 

the town wall are also likely to be of medieval origin. Those that remain unchanged 

since the early nineteenth century probably closely reflect the scale, location and layout 

of the original medieval plots. Typically, the plots consist of two- storey street front 

houses with sheds and a long open garden behind them (see Potterton 2005). 

 

Part of one medieval stone walled house (Nangle Castle) survives above ground today, 

but several others have been uncovered by excavation on sites in both halves of the 

town. The admittedly limited evidence provided by these structures suggests that the 

town was wealthy between the thirteenth and fifteenth centuries but declined 

afterwards.  

 

Historical material also evidences the existence of many other buildings and structures 

that would be expected in a medieval town: market house, tholsel, mills, cranes, 

pounds, lime pits, etc. Their location is generally not known, and they have so far 

avoided detection by excavation. 

 

The older bridge that today spans the river in the town is probably of fifteenth century 

date and replaced one or more earlier structures that formerly linked the two sides of 

the town.   The river itself has been greatly altered and deepened by drainage works 

since the 1970s. Limited excavations have revealed that medieval deposits survive on 

both its banks but there is as yet have no evidence for medieval quays or docks. 

 



MCC-R16.DOC Trim Town Walls, Management Plan - Appendix Three, Archaeology Report 

December 2008 Alastair Coey Architects Page 14 

 

 

 

Potterton (2005, 192 ff) argues for a 14th century date for the bridge. 

 

Several ecclesiastical sites were founded in and around the Anglo- Norman town from 

the thirteenth century onwards. The earliest surviving parts of St. Patrick’s Parish  

 

Church appear to be of fourteenth century date probably with later additions. The 

present church is however probably the latest structure built on the site, an earlier 

church is mentioned in the thirteenth century, and it may also lie above the centre of 

the early medieval monastery of Trim. 

 

The Franciscans founded a house in Trim possibly as early as 1260 on the site of the 

modern courthouse outside the west side of the castle. Apart from a few carved stones 

(carved heads in the wall of a cottage close to the site) none of the friary buildings are 

visible today. However, burials and a few limited other features and finds associated 

with the friary, were uncovered during the installation of sewers in the 1950s and in 

recent small-scale excavations, (see O’Carroll 2009). 

 

In 1263 the Dominicans founded a friary outside the north side of the town. Today only 

a few grass covered mounds of masonry – one possibly including part of a staircase - 

and earthworks mark its former location. Traces of a double bank and ditch and part of 

the original enclosing stone wall also survive. The buildings appear to have been 

largely demolished in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries when the walls were 

robbed for building stone. 

From 2010 this site has been the focus of a research and teaching excavation (O’Carroll 

2019). 

 

A leper hospital, dedicated to St Mary Magdalene, was founded outside the south-east 

side of the town south of the river sometime before 1335. The base of the walls of the 

hospital’s small nave and chancel church with its intact chancel arch still survive. 

Several yew trees mark the location of the associated burial ground, which may have 

been utilised as a pauper’s graveyard for the poorhouse across the road. 

 

A medieval satellite ecclesiastical settlement was also developed a short distance 

downstream of the town, at Newtown Trim, in the thirteenth century. The two towns 

were linked by a still-visible medieval roadway, which runs east from the medieval 

Sheep Gate in the town wall. Early fields with cultivation furrows flank the road. 

Unfortunately the ill-conceived by-pass road and bridge at the east side of the town 

physically and visually dissected this medieval landscape without, it appears, proper 

archaeological excavations having been undertaken. 
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In 1461 the then Lord of Meath was crowned Edward IV, king of England and Trim 

never again had a resident Lord. However repeated, but largely futile, attempts were 

made to refortify the town and castle during the later fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, 

but the castle had become little more than a ruin by the mid- sixteenth century. This 

coupled with the dissolution of the monasteries in the 1530s and 40s and the 

contraction of Anglo- Norman settlement to within the Pale marked the beginning of  

 

the decline of the town. Trim now lay right on the edge of the Anglo- Norman colony 

rather than at its centre. Several later sixteenth century references mention many 

properties that were ruined and wasted in the town. 

 

The town and castle were also occupied, besieged and taken by both sides during the 

Confederate Wars in the 1640s. At one point the castle had a garrison of over 1200 

men. Clear evidence of the refortification and occupation of the castle during this 

period was uncovered in the recent excavations. 

 

The walls were described as ‘very decayed’ in 1642 and subsequent and previous 

repairs to the walls and gates are mentioned on numerous occasions. Like the castle, 

the walls gradually decayed during the seventeenth century despite the repairs 

undertaken and by the end of the century they were no longer a functioning defence. 

The Athboy Gate was still standing until at least the mid-eighteenth century, the 

Watergate until at least the 1890’s and as noted above, the Sheep Gate still stands 

today. 

 

Bedrock lies close to the modern ground level in many areas of the town which have 

been excavated. Deeper organic deposits do survive, notably to the south on either side 

of Castle Street but also in the northern half of the town in the area at the junction of 

Haggard Street and High Street and along the banks of the river. The generally shallow 

depth of bedrock has meant that few eighteenth century and later buildings in the town 

have basements and many therefore preserve archaeological remains beneath them 

and, potentially also, within the standing walls. The shallowness of bedrock also means 

that the surviving archaeological deposits are of very limited thickness and are 

generally quite poorly preserved. They are therefore very vulnerable to destruction. 

The general lack, until recently, of development in the early modern period has meant 

that archaeological material survives in many areas within the town and that both the 

medieval street pattern and the pattern of medieval plot boundaries are still quite well 

preserved. 

 

Modern development does threaten the survival of medieval deposits and features and 

also to some extent, the medieval form of the town. Because of the narrowness of the 

old plots modern development often tends to involve the combination of several older  
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plots into single wider new ones. There is also clear pressure to develop the often large 

open areas at the rear of the older properties, where they extend back to the town walls. 

Development is often also piecemeal with individual properties developed and, if 

necessary, archaeologically excavated as a series of single and separated units. 

 

This relative lack of prosperity also meant that the town only really began to grow 

outside its medieval boundaries in modern times and so the medieval town wall still  

 

forms the boundary of much of the town today (notably at the north-east and south-

west quarters.  

 

There is also generally little local appreciation or knowledge about the surviving buried 

archaeology in the town. Any required archaeological excavations or surviving 

deposits and features are generally viewed as little more than a nuisance and an 

inconvenience to development. 

There is a growing appreciable awareness of the value of the town’s heritage which 

must continue to be fostered. 

 

Today the castle and the Yellow Steeple are the only easily visible and readily 

recognisable part of Trim’s rich medieval past. The town walls, which are the defining 

feature of the medieval town, remain largely invisible and unnoticed. 

 

The whole area of the medieval town of Trim is listed as a site of archaeological 

potential - SMR No. ME036:48 and is registered as a National Monument. 

 

 

CARTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE 

 

The Down Survey map of Co. Meath (1685) clearly shows the town of Trim 

surrounded by a towered wall. 

 

The Ordnance Survey Fair Plan of 1836 (fig.3) and first edition OS map (1837), both 

show a continuous line along the full length of the line of the wall at the south and west 

sides of the town. They also label the line as ‘town wall’, so it is probable that the wall 

was visibly standing along most of the length of this side of the town in the nineteenth 

century. A square “tower in ruins” is shown at the south-west corner of the wall’s line 

on the 1836 map. The 1882 Ordnance Survey map shows a similar situation to the first 

edition except that the square tower at the south-west corner of the town has completely  
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disappeared. The next Ordnance Survey maps (1911 and 1959) show only small 

lengths of wall surviving along the west and south sides of the town. The town has 

only recently begun to spread out beyond the line of the wall in this area. 

Sections of the town wall are also shown on the north side on the Fair Plan and the 1st 

Edition. The line of the wall is depicted as a solid line, other, seemingly continuous 

sections are shown as dotted, as for example at the south side of the Rectory where an 

E/W wall has been interpreted as part of an earlier phase of the wall, and from the site 

the Navan Gate SW to the section running N/S at the Yellow Steeple. This may indicate 

that the line of the wall was uncertain in those locations. 
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Fig. 1: Extract from MS Fair Plan (National Archives) illustrating different 

treatment of walls from town Wall to wall south of Rectory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE 

 

Some sections of the wall and features around it have been revealed by 

archaeological excavations and test trenching. 
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Archaeological monitoring of a new sewerage pipeline revealed the line of the 

wall on Emmet Street (R. Meenan, licence no. 96E0175) where it appeared to lie 

slightly further to the north than shown on modern maps. 

 

To the east of Emmet Street A. Hayden uncovered the town wall revetting the 

inner side of a medieval silt and organic filled ditch (licence no. 01E 1029). Here 

the wall was exactly on its postulated line. The wall survived to a height of 2.9m 

and measured 1.4m in thickness. It had an additional 300mm wide projecting 

footing on at least one side. 

 

Two further archaeological assessments have been undertaken in this area outside 

the wall (licence nos. 99E0659 and 02E1457). Both showed that a marshy area 

lay outside the wall. 

 

At Bridge Street, near the north-west corner of the town, R. Lynch uncovered a 

late stone wall on the line of the medieval town wall close to the where the 

Watergate once stood (licence no. 99E041). 

 

To the west of Emmet Street A. Hayden uncovered the remains of a dry stone-

revetted earthen bank covering the original town wall, the core of which survived 

(licence no. 01E0615). 

 

The walled town was probably also surrounded by a ditch and part of one was 

found by A. Hayden outside the wall to the east of Emmet Street and outside the 

wall west of Emmet Street (licence nos. 01E1029 and 01E0615). On the former 

site the ditch was later re-cut as a narrower millrace. 

 

A detailed Archaeological Study of the South-west Corner of Trim County Meath, 

commissioned by Trim Urban District Council, was prepared by Alan Hayden of 

Archaeological Projects Ltd in July 2003. This study established that substantial 

remains of the wall survive at the south and west sides of the town. However, 

only short lengths of walling with intact faces are visible and much of the wall is 

hidden  

 

inside earthen banks or has been reduced to below modern ground level. The wall 

still marks the western boundary of the town south of the river and to a lesser 

extent the southern boundary of the town. There is a ditch outside the wall, of 

varying width. 

More recent excavations at Athboy Gate, Navan Gate, Sheep Gate and to the rear 

of Watergate St. have been detailed in the updated Gazetteer and are noted in the 
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Annexe of Archaeological Excavations. 

Similarly evidence for the presence of an external ditch has been further 

confirmed at the rear of Watergate Street and at Blackfriary. 
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 Licence Location NGR Licence type Excavator Project Client Results 

No        

1 99E0041 1. south-east from  assessment Rob Lynch ESB ducting ESB Five test trenches. North-west of town.1- 
  Bridge St 2. north-  and subsequent ADS   3 along southern boundary of site on 
  west of town  monitoring    which swimming pool is located. 
        Trenches 1 & 2 contained clay layers 
        which produced medieval pottery similar 
        to A. Purcell's site at swimming pool; 
        trench 1 contained walls that probably 
        related to cattle market pens of the 20th 
        century. Trenches 4 & 5 were located 
        just north-west of Boyne Cottages and 
        east of Frenche's Lane on the river bank 
        respectively and nothing was found here. 
        Duct trench 1 (from Bridge St east along 
        the river bank) produced nothing during 
        monitoring. When duct trench 2 was 
        opened they re-visited the area of 
        trenches 1 & 2 and found a series of 
        medieval deposits that either had been 
        laid down or had accumulated over the 

 

2 
 

C150:E2398 
 

Athboy Gate 
 

280168 257336 
 

excavation 
 

Mathew 
 

Trim Street 
 

Trim Town 
years. 
A ditch and a curving stone structure 

     Seaver Reconstruction Council were uncovered in the course of this 
      Project  work. A section of a substantial ditch 6 

 metres east-west by 4.6m in width and 

1.6m in depth ran from the stone 

structure. This ditch was under the 

footpath on the western side of Haggard 

street. It had a stepped profile with a 2m 

wide channel in the centre. A curving 

stone structure was built into the 

southern terminal of the ditch. This 

masonry structure consisted of a curving 

unmortared stone footing. A 1m thick 

east-west stone wall was keyed into the 

stone structure. The remains of a heavily 

truncated east-west stone wall were 

found on the western side of the street. It 

is likely to be the remains of the town 
wall. 
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 Licence Location NGR Licence type Excavator Project Client Results 

 No        

3 98E0111 Blackfriary N8028 5737 assessment Rosanne extension on NW Express tested the line of the extension wall on 
     Meenan side of Checkout the west side. No archaeological material 

      Supervalu   

4 E0441 Blackfriary Dominican N802573 geophysical W.J.Kennedy geophysical OPW subsurface indications of remains of 

  friary  survey & R. Meenan survey  friary 

 

5 
 

98E0465 
 

Bridge St 
  

Testing 
 

Martin Byrne, 
 

Construction of 
 

Mr G. Brady 
 

Public house demolished under 
     Byrne Mullins public house on  supervision. Test pits rather than test 
     & Associates same site as  trenches were excavated as black 
      previous public  organic material was exposed when the 
      house i.e.Dean  test trenches were opened. In all cases 
      Swift  rubble was exposed obviously to raise 
        the site level against flooding. 
        Underneath black silty material was 
        exposed containing animal bone, oyster 
        shell and woodchip. This was not 
        bottomed. It was recommended that the 

 

6 
 

C121, 
 

Castle Lawn, Castle, 
 

280320 256610 
 

monitoring and 
 

CRDS 
 

sewerage 
 

Trim UDC 

new building should be piled 

The project, in the townland of 
 C139, St, Emmet St  excavation    Townparks South, NGR 280320 256610, 
 E2016       encompassed Trim Castle Lawn, Castle 
        Street, Townparks South car park and 
        the west side of Emmet Street. 
        Assessment, monitoring and 
        archaeological excavations were carried 
        out by a team of archaeologists, under 
        the direction of Finola O’Carroll and 
        Mandy Stephens of CRDS Ltd. between 
        1st September 2006 and 15th January 
        2007. Assessment was undertaken on 
        the Castle Lawn and Castle Street where 
        it was felt there was a high probability of 
        exposing remains associated with Trim 
        Castle (ME 036: 025). Testing and pre 
        development stripping of selected areas 
        of the development route was carried out 
        on Castle Street and in the Townparks 
        South car park to Emmet Street. The 
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 Licence 

No 

Location NGR Licence type Excavator Project Client Results 

        remainder of the development was monitored 

by an archaeologist.Medieval 

        archaeological deposits exposed consisted 

of six burials uncovered on the Castle Lawn, 

and one fragment of a 
human skull to the west of Emmet Street, 

        the Castle moat on Castle Street and two 

houses and their associated yard plots at 

Emmet Street. Post medieval structures 
were identified on the Castle Lawn and 

        Emmet Street and a series of post medieval 

drains were recorded along the development 

route. Excavation of identified 

archaeological remains was carried out in 

full consultation with the NMS.Burials at 

Castle Lawn, moat at Castle St 

7 02E1457 Castle St 280200/254900 assessment Alan Hayden prior to possible 

planning 

application 

D. O'Brien 

Developments Ltd 

(hotel?) 

Site lies in low-lying area which was at least 

periodically inundated.Organic and silt 

deposits are largely of natural origin 

 

 
8 

 

 
03E1484 

 

 
Castle St 

 

 
28020 25670 

 

 
monitoring and 

 

 
Finola 

 

 
groundworks 

 

 
Trim UDC? 

but some refuse was also dumped. Town wall 

built on higher ground to the north. 
Monitoring undertaken and any detected 

    excavation O'Carroll associated with  deposits were excavated. These 

      road re-surfacing and 

services. 

Monitoring of 
pedestrian path 

 comprised a. a group of modern 

deposits; b. deposits associated with 

Grey Friary (i.e human remains; c. 
remains of the moat of the castle at its 

 

 

 

 
9 

 

 

 

 
99E0659 

 

 

 

 
Castle St (Nuns 

  

 

 

 
Testing 

 

 

 

 
Claire Mullins, 

along the north 

side of the 

Boyne - 350m 

long. 
surgery and 

 

 

 

 
Dr George 

south area; d. post-medieval debris 

deposits sealing the moat. Nothing was 

found in monitoring along the river path. 
 

Town wall delineates N. boundary of 

  Garden)   Byrne Mullins 

& Associates 

apartments Doyle site.Organic layer exposed at 800mms 

below pgl.Approx. 1 metre deep. No 

features or artefacts but probably 
        medieval. Mitigation measures 
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 Licence Location NGR Licence type Excavator Project Client Results 

 No        

        recommended. No mention of wall being 

        exposed. 

 

10 
 

00E0700 
 

Castle St/Frenches 
  

Assessment 
 

Martin Byrne, 
 

two new shop 
 

Mr G. Brady 
 

Five test trenches. Disarticulated human 

  Lane   Byrne Mullins 

& Associates 

units along with 

refurbishment of 

existing buildings 

 bone exposed at 1.5 metres below pgl in 

3 trenches. Single in situ burial and 

possible insitu burial. Mitigation 
        measures proposed in report. 

11 02E1004 Commons 4th 28035/25655 Monitoring Ian Russell 20 apartments Mr Ken Pratt Same site as assessed by Finn 
  Division   ACS and underground  O'Carroll. (99E0512). Cultivation furrows, 
      carpark  possible ditches, pits and possible pits, 4 
        animal burials, 8 areas of oxidised clay, 
        3 modern pits and 2 modern sewer pipes 
        were exposed. 

12 99E0071 Dublin Road N997595 monitoring Rosanne pumping station Meath co co disturbance caused by construction of 

     Meenan   earlier pumping station 

13 06E0204 Emmet St (location  assessment Carmel Duffy construction of Peter Part of site already disturbed by 
  unknown)    two-storey Bradshaw underground petrol tanks. Nothing of 
      building.  arch significance found on the rest of the 
        site 

14 04E0211 Emmet St 28020/25700 assessment David extension to Mr John Kiely One east-west trench as site was very 
     Sweetman public house  confined. No substantial archaeological 
        remains but 17th century well. 

15 07E0975 Emmet St 28017/25688 assessment David mixed Mr Mike Foley East-west garden walls but nothing of 

     Sweetman development  archaeological significance 

16 01E0615 Emmet St (rear on 279800 256800 assessment Alan Hayden development Mr D. O'Brien A series of trenches excavated in 6 
  west side))      properties backing on to the town wall. 
        Excavated in different stages as the 
        properties became available. First site - 
        east face of town wall examined. It’s a 
        later wall and there was no obvious sign 
        of the medieval town wall. Second - 
        nothing found except a 1.6m wide 
        medieval pit. Third testing = two small 
        test holes against the external face on 
        west side. Tested a mound of rubble 
        lying against the wall. Stones were found 
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 Licence 

No 

Location NGR Licence type Excavator Project Client Results 

        which derived from the wall. Core of the 

wall survived here too. The wall was 

 

 

 
17 

 

 

 
01E1029 

 

 

 
Emmet St (rear) 

 

 

 
279800 256800 

 

 

 
assessment 

 

 

 
Alan Hayden 

 

 

 
buildings (?) 

 

 

 
Mr Gerry Brady 

bonded with white coarse sandy mortar. The 

mound of rubble derived from the 

medieval town wall. 
Either side of the link road between 

        Castle St and Emmet St. 5 trenches in all.In 

Site A (northernside of link road) the 

trenches were cut over the line of the 
wall. Town wall revets northern side of a 

        deep ditch - medieval cut by post- 

medieval. On the south side of the link 

road exposed topsoil under boulder clay with 

no finds.Wall 1.4m wide here.An east-west 

cut inside the wall.The ditch was up to 12 

metres wide and the post- medieval recut 

was 4-5metres wide. AH 
suggests that at the NE of his site A that 

        there had been large low-lying area which 

periodically inundated with water. Check 

with Michaels book to see what 
he means about the low area on either 

 

18 
 

98E0556 
 

Friars Park 
 

N8023 5690 
 

Assessment 
 

Mathew 
 

Commercial and 
 

Barry Flattery 

side of the wall. 

Four trenches opened. In 2001, 9 

    1998 and then 

further 

Seaver and 

Linda Clark, 

residential  additonal trenches opened to investigate 

the stone building. Medieval loam layer 

    assesment in 

2001 by Linda 

Clarke 

both ACS   at north end of site, cut by late medieval or 

early post-medieval building. Second phase 

of testing found cultivation furrows 
and medieval pit features. Trench 9 in 

 

 
19 

 

 
03E0028 

 

 
Garda station 

 

 
E279867 

 

 
Assessment 

 

 
Robert O'Hara 

 

 
removal of car 

 

 
Dept of Justice 

middle f site found 3 walls and a cobbled 

surface. 
Four trenches. Peat and introduced soil 

   N256485  ACS park.  over natural at east. Other three 

        trenches comprised rubble dumped after 

the Gaol was demolished in the 1960s. No 

archaeological features. 
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20 01E0836 Haggard St junction 

Haggard, High 

assessment Alan Hayden refurbishement of 

some 

Mr Michael 

Coogan 

5 trenches on north side of existing 

butchers building. Medieval silt and 

   & Navangate Sts   structures and 

new 2-storey 

buildings on the 
Haggard St 

 organic layers in all the trenches @ 1.4m 

- 1.6m below present ground level. Water-

deposited silt containing human dumped 

refuse as well a layer of human- 

      frontage.  dumped organic material. Suggests site was 

under water in medieval period and may have 

been a pond with a deeper 
watercourse flowing across the north end 

 

21 
 

99E0174 
 

Haggard St 
  

monitoring 
 

Carmel Duffy 
 

shop extension 
 

Mr Ted 

from east to west. 

Archaeologically sterile 

       Murtagh  

22 04E0308 Haggard St 28018/25693 monitoring Dominic 

Delany 

residential and 

commercial 

Mr Tom Hora disturbance associated with house on 

street frontage. Nothing of 

      development  archaeological significance 

23 05E0537 Haggard St  assessment Eoghan Kieran 

Moore Group 

Haggard St David Duignan, 

Architect 

Stone walls, possible hearths, V-cut ditch, 

pit, ditches. Further excavation 

recommended. Human burials found at a 

 

24 
 

01E0881 
 

Haggard St 
 

280270 257100 
 

Monitoring 
 

Matt Mossop 
 

ground floor 
 

Mr Tommy 

later stage. 

Traces of the black organic silty layer 

     ACS restaurant & 1st 
floor apartments 

Conroy that C. Mullins had found out on Haggard 
St were exposed here in the extreme SE 

        of the site. Medieval. 19th-c attempts to 

level the site. The RS3 cobbled layer 

identified by C. Mullins appeared here to 
be later than the row of cottages - it 

 

25 
 

06E0560 
 

Haggard St/Navagate 
  

assessment 
 

Rosanne 
 

retail and 
 

Mr Pat Curtis 

overlies the sewer. 

Black silty deposits at the Haggard St 

    and subsequent 
monitoring 

Meenan residential  frontage, nothing of archaeological 
significance at back (northern end). 
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26 05E0194 High St  assessment Alan Hayden Brogan's hotel 

extension 

Mr Adrian 

Hilliard 

4 trenches. east-west wall, 700mms wide in 

trench 1. All trenches showed deep 

        deposits of medieval garden soil 

overlying medieval organic material. 

Exposed at 700-900mms and 1.3.and 
1.6m below pgl respectively. This was 

        mirrored on his site at Haggard St where 

subsoil sloped down from north to south and 

where there were thick deposits of 
water-deposted silt and organic material, 

        possibly representing presnce of some large 

hole, pool or quarry into which water 

flowed and into which refuse was dumped in 

the medieval period. The wall probably 

represents the back wall of a medieval 

building.It was burnt down, may have been 

of late medieval date 
and roofed with ceramic peg tiles. 

 

 

 
27 

 

 

 
01E1146 

 

 

 
High St 

 

 

 
279800/256800 

 

 

 
Excavation 

 

 

 
Alan Hayden 

 

 

 
development 

 

 

 
Mr Patrick 

Exposed at 700mms below pgl. The 

proposed building is to be built on raft 

foundation. 
The portion of the site closest to the 

    following test 

trenching (same 

number were 
used from 

  Keogh street front produced the archaeological 

material during testing. This is the area that 

was fully excavated. Pre-Norman 
gully with spreads of burnt material 

    both).    (Dublin hand-built and Leinster). Then 

clay floor with hearths; pit; kiln; pits. 

Then stone walled building with stone- 
lined cess pit at the west side; hearths 

        here too and evidence for iron-working. 

Then late-17th/early 18thC. Then 18th 

century. Medieval house looks from plan 
as if it may have fronted on to the street. 

28 E404 High St  Excavation Claire Walsh Library Meath Co Co Remains of wall of possible hall with 
associated yard surfaces. 
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29 03E1852 High St  assessment Rosanne Meenan retail unit and 

apartments 

M&T Gavigan Nothing of significance along the street 

frontage. In north-east corner of site 

        there appears to have been an 

accumulation of silt in a natural hollow, 

containing both medieval and post- 
medieval artefacts. During subsequent 

        monitoring a segmented arch was exposed 

underneath the boundary wall along the 

north-east of the site. It may 
have represented the survival of an east- 

 

 

 
30 

 

 

 
05E0938 

 

 

 
High St 

 

 

 
N8026 5696 

 

 

 
assessment 

 

 

 
Rosanne 

 

 

 
extension to 

 

 

 
Mr John 

west culvert which had already been 

removed in the interior of the 

development site. 
Two possible walls, east-west. When 

     Meenan office premises McEvoy construction was subsequently 

monitored the foundation trenches did not 

reveal any further material of 

arcchaeological interest. 

31 05E0390 High St & Mill St 28017/25688 monitoring Melanie 

McQuaid MGL 

gas pipeline High 

St & Mill St 

BGE? post-medieval drain at junction of Loman St 

and Mill St, otherwise nothing 

 

32 
 

04E1533 
 

Loman St 
  

assessment 
 

Tim Coughlan 
 

school building 
 

Cooney 
 

Slight variance in the interpretation of the 

     IAC  Architects line of the wall here. Urban Survey has it 

running in a straight line right up to Athboy 

Gate while the Co Co map shows 
a couple of short kinks in the straight 

        line.A north-south wall was exposed in both 

his trenches and also the line of a robber 

trench in parallel line inside. He showed 

that all the wall footings, modern as well as 

old, followed the same orientation and he 

suggests that the town wall may have run 

along the line of 
the site boundary or slightly west of it. 

33 01E0412 Manorlands 1st 

Division 

8025 5672 Monitoring Rosanne Meenan trench for ESB 

ducting pipe 

ESB 220m long x 700mms deep x 250mms 

wide. Inserted through made-up ground. 
HAVE TO GET EXACT LOCATION 
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34 01E1202 Market St 279800/256700 Excavation 

following test 

Alan Hayden development Mr Gerry Brady N/S ditch at east end of site - Alan 

suggests pre-Norman as Ham Green 

    trenching (same 

number were 

used from both) 

   and hand-built Dublin in basal levels of 

ditch; possible bank on east side. At least 

2m deep. 5 pits cut into subsoil. 
North-south wall at west end. Remains of 

        stone house. Hearth. Series of clay floors 

and occupation deposits. Medieval wall ran 

north from north-east corner of 
house. Stone-lined pit and possible well. 

35 

 

 

 

 

 

 
36 

04E1164 

 

 

 

 

 

 
04E0386 

Market St 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Market St 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
28015/25679 

assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 
assessment 

Carmel Duffy 

 

 

 

 

 

 
David 

residential 

accomodation and 

underground 

carpark 

 

 

 
mixed 

Mr Tom Nally & 

Mr John Spicer 

 

 

 

 

 
Mr Eugene 

4 trenches around standing buildings.Trench 

1 was U-shaped around standing buildings. 

N/S wall probably running under the 

existing bakery, probably medieval. Other 

features, possibly of archaeological 

significance. Further work recommended. 
Three test trenches revealed that the site 

     Sweetman development Kiely had been badly disturbed in recent times 

37 07E0134 Market St (rear of) 

Townparks South td 

have to find 

exact location 

assessment Carmel Duffy pre-planning 

application 

Gerry Brady Other sections of this proposed site have 

already been tested by Alan Hayden 

(01E1202) who found medieval deposits 

        and pits etc. Archaeological deposits 

were exposed. The site was subsequently 

raised by introduction of 
redeposited subsoil. Recommended 

 

 
38 

 

 
99E0512 

 

 
Maudlins/Commons 

  

 
Assessment 

 

 
FinnO'Carroll 

 

 
Apartment block 

 

 
Ken Pratt 

either that site be excavated or built on a raft 

foundation. 
Four test trenches. Cut medieval 

  4th Division   CRDS   features.Recommended that the site be 

 

 
39 

 

 
04E0715 

 

 
Mill St 

 

 
N801 570 

 

 
monitoring 

 

 
Rosanne 

 

 
refurbishement 

 

 
OPW 

cleared of topsoil and then the features 

excavated by hand. 
post-medieval . Demolition layers 

     Meenan of mid-19th  deriving from old gaol. Only 100mms of 

      century houses  material removed from surface of 
carpark 



MCC-R16.DOC Trim Town Walls, Management Plan - Annex - List of Archaeological Excavations 

December 2008 Alastair Coey Architects Page 10 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Licence Location NGR Licence type Excavator Project Client Results 

 No        

40 03E0177 Navan gate St  assessment Alan Hayden potential Mr Mathew behind the house on the street frontage. 
      development Lynch Pits with 18/19th century pottery. 
        Residual medieval sherds. No 
        archaeological features. Site of house 
        still to be tested. 

41 02E1578 Navangate St  Monitoring Donal Fallon Trim Sewerage Meath Co Co Central trenches with 11 additional 
     CRDS   service trenches on either side.Black 
        organic layers 650mm under surface. 
        Poss. occupation; F6 metalled surface; 
        another two brown clay layers. Near 
        junction with Haggard St there were 
        layers that were consistent with findings 
        elsewhere in Trim i.e. cobbled surface 
        etc. To east of this nothing of interest. 

 

42 
 

C150:E2398 
 

Navangate St 
 

280461 257065 
 

excavation 
 

Denis Shine 
 

Trim Street 
 

Trim UDC 
Outside the site of the gate. 
The medieval remains consisted of two 

     CRDS reconstruction  small pits, a ditch and the badly 
      programme  disturbed remains of a clay bonded wall. 
        In addition there was evidence for a 
        second medieval linear feature 
        orientated north-south. The western 
        terminus of the ditch seemed to respect 
        the proposed location of the medieval 
        gate. The northern edge of this feature 
        was exposed and the majority is 
        contained under the southern baulk of 
        the trench. Post medieval masonry 
        remains were also encountered and 
        consisted of a mortar bonded wall like 
        feature thought to represent an old street 
        frontage. These features were overlaid 
        by a series of rubbles and garden soils 
        deposits dating to both the post medieval 
        and modern periods. 

43 01E0097 St Patricks Park N799 566 monitoring Rosanne dwelling house Mr Michael Ground reduction and excavation for 
     Meenan  Curran house foundation. Nothing of 
        archaeological significance 
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44 01E0262 Townparks North & 

South 

N803 568 assessment Rosanne Meenan pedestrian bridge 

over river 

Meath Co Co tested pads on either sides of the river for 

the bridge foundations. On S side a 

      Boyne  wall footing was exposed, probably of post-

medival date. It overlay coarse sand layer in 

which medieval pottery was 
found. On the north side upcast from the 

 

 

 
45 

 

 

 
99E0142 

 

 

 
Townparks North Mill 

 

 

 
279803/256664 

 

 

 
Monitoring and 

 

 

 
Claire Mullins, 

 

 

 
Trim Sewerage 

 

 

 
Meath Co Co 

Boyne drainage was exposed. Further 

work was carried out on the footprint of the 

pad on the south side. 
No report enclosed on the monitoring. 

  St/High St/Haggard St  subsequent 

excavation 

northwards 

Byrne Mullins 

& Associates 

  But excavation report shows continuous 

horizon of archaeological material along 

Mill St and High St. Stony layer over 

natural with dark silty organic layer 

overlying. Old road surface. Arch deposits 

at S end of excavation trench consisting of 

cobbled surface and pit 
which was disturbed by excavation 

        trench. Moving northwards at manhole 3 

deeper archaeology. Cobbling continued all 

along the excavation trench 90 metres 
long. Basically an earliest layer of 

        cobbling at the south end and replaced by a 

probably later layer at the north end. She 

suggests that this may have been a 
localised area of cobbling at the S 

        end.Perhaps it was not a street as such or 

maybe the axis of the street shifted 

eastwards. Although the N end of the 
trench should have met the proposed 

 

 

 
46 

 

 

 
Consent 

 

 

 
Townparks South 

 

 

 
28018/25693 

 

 

 
assessment 

 

 

 
Audrey Gahan 

 

 

 
OPW office site 

 

 

 
OPW 

line of the inner wall as it crossed 

Haggard St, there is no reference to 

such. 
7 trenches.Archaeological activity was 

 CO12 

Reg E3331 
   ACS   identified in 2 areas of the site only, one 

within the E field, the other within the W 

field. In both instances the activity 

identified consisted of sections of ditch. 
It was not possible during the course of 
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        the archaeological assessment to 

ascertain whether the sections of ditch 

        uncovered represent 2 portions of the 

same feature or are parts of 2 separate 

features. 

47 05E0470 Townparks South 2.802E+09 Assessment Stephen 

Linnane 

Commercial and 

retail centre 

Bennett 

Construction Ltd 

No features or deposits of archaeological 

significance were noted during the course of 

this assessment. 

48 95E0077 Trim Castle Castle St excavation Alan Hayden conservation work OPW pre-Norman p&w animal corral; AN 

ringwork and granary;south keep of 

        castle;forework N. side of keep; interior of 

undercroft of great hall;additions to great 

hall; 17th century addition to mint; 
modern burials and small p.m.building; 

 

 

 
49 

 

 

 
E94 

 

 

 
Trim Castle 

 

 

 
Castle St 

 

 

 
excavation 

 

 

 
David 

 

 

 
conservation 

 

 

 
OPW 

D-shaped tower on outside of north 

curain wall tower; stump of curtain wall 

SW of W gateway 

3 towers in curtain wall and N side of 

     Sweetman work  gatehouse; western portion of area 

enclosed by walls was raised in 17th 

century; towers were deliberately back- 
filled in 17th century; 17thC & 13thC 

 

 
50 

 

 
96E0247 

 

 
Trim Courthouse 

  

 
monitoring and 

 

 
Avril Purcell 

 

 
extension 

 

 
Newenham 

blocking walls and sally port were found; pit 

of skulls 
When human bone had been exposed in 

    subsequent MGL courthouse Mulligan & 1996, it was agreed to build the 

    excavation   Associates Courthouse on a raft foundation. However, 

location of lift shaft was excavated by hand 

where the remains of 
a child were removed. Ground reduction 

        elsewhere was monitored. More 

disarticulated bone was found in the 

trenches on the east side of the new 
development. 7 burials in total were 

        exposed, some of them partially 
disturbed. 
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51 01E1010 Trim PO 28018/25693 Monitoring Dominic 

Delany 

extension to PO Postmaster Ltd Evidence for disturbance associated with 

previous extension post office. A piece of 

        late medieval architectural stone was 

recovered when the southern property wall 

was demolished.Plan was to re- 
insert it into the new property wall when 

 

52 
 

96E279 
 

Trim Water 
  

monitoring 
 

Rosanne 
 

sewerage in 
 

Meath Co Co 

it came to be built. 

Street surfaces on Market St; stone walls 

     Meenan centre of town  and ditch exposed at west end of Market 
St; cut features along Loman St; riverine 

 

 

 

 

 

 
53 

 

 

 

 

 

 
03E0318 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Watergate Bridge 

 

 

 

 

 

 
N80205690 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Monitoring 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Graham Hull, 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Laying of new 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Meath Co Co 

deposits at S end of Loman St; Remains of 

old gaol at junction of Mill St and Mill 

lane; nothing on Watergate St; line of town 

wall slightly further to north than expected 

outside Kiely's pub on Emmet St 
Nothing of archaeological interest 

 and    Margaret water main;   

 03E025    Gowen construction of 

temporary 

footbridge; 

  

54 00E0531 Watergate St 
 

assessment Avril Purcell proposed Civic Meath Co Co 7 trenches. To the east and south of the 

     MGL Offices for Trim 

UDC 

 swimming pool. The easternmost of the 

trenches (2) produced medieval material 

probably deriving from silty clay layers 
but no structures were exposed. 

        Evidence for slight ground raising 

elsewhere on the site. Excavation of the 

south-east portion of the site was 
recommended and monitoring for the 

        rest of the site. No sign of wall or gate. 

(Hached areas on plan show areas that were 

tested. The site is riddled with 
services. 



 

 

Excavations missing from the 2008 report 

 
The following list of excavations all occurred before the 2008 report was published but were not 

included. They are grouped together here by the relevant zones laid out in the 2008 report and by 

site location. They are numbered in sequence with those already listed in the report.  

 

Zone 1 

55. 2008:991 - Townparks South, Trim, Meath  
Site name: Townparks South, Trim (Note: Townparks South is the townland listed but it should be 

Blackfriary 2nd Division) 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: ME048–054 Licence number: 08E0510 

Author: Matthew Seaver, for CRDS Ltd, Unit 14a, Dundrum Business Park, Dublin 14. 

An assessment was carried out on 3 and 4 July 2008 in Trim in Co. Meath, on behalf of Trim 

Town Council in advance of the proposed development of a playground. The site was located in 

the ‘Porch Field’. This is a large field on the northern bank of the River Boyne which was later 

subdivided. This field was truncated by the construction of the ring road. The field lies between 

the medieval Sheep Gate of Trim and the cathedral settlement and borough at Newtown Trim. The 

field contains a ridge and furrow field system and a hollow way which may be of medieval date 

(ME048–054). 

A close contoured survey using a GPS system was carried out of the furrows prior to the test-

trenching. Five trenches were subsequently excavated by a machine using a 1m-wide flat bucket. 

The trenches were each c. 1m wide and ranging from 28–40m in length. Four of the trenches were 

orientated north-west/south-east while the fifth was orientated north-east/south-west. Seven 

archaeological features were noted within these trenches, six of which were furrows which 

contained clay pipe and pottery of 18th–19th-century date, the seventh feature was a small post-

medieval gully. The evidence suggests that the ridge and furrow system visible in the field is post-

medieval in date contrary to the existing received opinion. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2008/Meath/0020004/ 

 

Zone 2 

56. 2006:1656 - New Street, Trim, Meath 

Site name: New Street, Trim (Note: The street is now named Finnegan’s Way) 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: C115 

Author: Carmel Duffy, Umberstown Great, Summerhill, Co. Meath. 

Monitoring of groundworks for the construction of two large buildings on either side of New 

Street was carried out between 27 September and 14 November 2006. 

The site was the subject of an assessment and impact statement carried out by Alan Hayden 

(Excavations 2001, No. 1061, 01E1029). The assessment found no archaeological material on the 

southern side of New Street. Monitoring of groundworks on the south side of the street was carried 

out, but no archaeological material was disclosed by the monitor. 

On the northern side of New Street, the testing revealed that the town wall was extant below 

ground level and that outside, or south of, the wall, there was a substantial ditch, which was dated 

to the medieval period, with a recut in the post-medieval period. Alan Hayden prepared a 

document, on behalf of the developer, entitled ‘Treatment of town wall at a proposed site to the 

east of Emmet Street, Trim, Co. Meath’, in response to a request for further information from the 

planning authority. The strategy proposed that: (i) the buildings should not come closer to the line 

of the town wall than 3m; (ii) the wall surviving above ground level to the east of the site be 

stabilised and finished off with stone matching that in the wall, bonded by lime mortar to the same 

thickness as the wall, and capping it with stone at roughly the same height as the standing part, 

this work to be carried out under supervision by a licensed archaeologist. A ‘Method statement 

for protection of town wall remains and upstanding remains’ prepared on behalf of the developer 

and used as the basis for ministerial consent, proposed a strategy for the town wall which included 

(i) establishing its line, width and level on the site prior to development and (ii) that it be fenced 

off for 2m on either side. 

The town wall was established in three test-trenches on the site prior to the commencement of 

https://excavations.ie/report/2008/Meath/0020004/


 

 

development; it was photographed and drawn, marked, covered with geotextile and fine sand, and 

the trenches backfilled. The standing wall on the east of the site, which is at least built on the 

foundations of the medieval wall, was repaired in accordance with the agreed strategy. The 

assessment by Hayden had noted that the top of archaeological deposits was at 1.4m below present 

ground level and recommended that the formation level of building foundations be kept at 0.9m 

below present ground level in order to avoid the archaeology and provide a buffer zone. 

Groundworks commenced on the northern part of the site, in accordance with this strategy. 

At the north end of the west foundation trench, it became apparent that the trench was encroaching 

by 0.3m, for a distance of 3m, into a black silty clay layer that contained medieval pottery. The 

Heritage Division of the DOEHLG was informed of this and consultation took place as to how 

best to deal with the archaeology. The developer proposed that the material be removed 

mechanically and stockpiled for sifting by hand for artefacts. The DOEHLG agreed to this, and 

work proceeded on this basis. 

In the south part of the site, the foundation pads cut through the largely sterile grey silt that was 

first discovered by the test-trenching. No artefacts were recovered from this material. 

The ground north of the town wall at the east side of the site was lowered by 0.8m, prior to the 

excavation of foundations for a smaller building, which will be attached to the larger one at first-

floor level. The profile of the north wall of the excavated area was modern material with modern 

rubbish inclusions. At the base of the dig, 1.2m below the level of the cement ground level, a 

change occurred from dark-grey silty clay to grey silt. It had inclusions of oyster shells, but no 

artefacts were observed in it. It was covered with terram to protect it, but it was not dug into by 

the excavation for foundations. The remainder of the excavation for this building did not disclose 

any further archaeological material. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2005/Meath/0014288/ 

57. 2007:1413 – New Street, Trim, Meath 
Site name: New Street, Trim (Note: The street is now named Finnegan’s Way) 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: C115 

Author: Carmel Duffy, Umberstown Great, Summerhill, Co. Meath. 

Monitoring of groundworks for the foundations of two new buildings was carried out in 2006 and 

reported on in Excavations 2006 (No. 1656). Further monitoring took place on 10 July 2007 during 

the excavation of a foundation trench for a wall on the west side of Building 1, situated on the 

south side of New Street, Trim. The 0.9m-wide trench was excavated by a mini-digger. The trench 

extended for 11.7m from the southern boundary wall of the development, before turning east for 

5.7m towards Building 1. The west edge of the trench was 8.5m from Building 1. 

Excavation commenced from the wall at the south and exposed shale bedrock under 0.2–0.3m of 

garden soil for most of the length of the trench. Some animal bones, modern crockery and plastic 

items were noted in the topsoil. A 19th-century clay-pipe bowl with an ‘IRELAND’ stamp was 

retained. At c. 3m from the north end of the trench, bedrock dipped under natural yellowish-brown 

clay subsoil. 

At the right-angled turn in the trench, excavation was taken to a depth of 0.6m to obtain firm 

ground for the foundation. A deposit of probable archaeological interest was exposed at the base 

of the trench. The deposit had maximum dimensions of 2.5m east–west by 0.75m and continued 

north and west beyond the limits of the trench. It consisted of light-greyish-brown silty clay 

mottled with patches of yellow/brown clay and with occasional inclusions of oxidised soil. It 

contained a moderate quantity of small shaly stones, some oxidised to a reddish-brown colour, 

and occasional to moderate charcoal pieces (up to 10mm size). Some roots penetrated into the 

deposit. The surface 50mm of the deposit was cleaned by trowel to ascertain its extent, but no 

datable finds were recovered. No further excavation took place and the deposit remains in situ. 

The deposit is probably the fill of a pit or hollow and is unlikely to be modern. A sherd of 19th–

20th-century glazed white earthenware was recovered from immediately above the deposit but 

may have been introduced here by the machine bucket. 

Over the archaeological deposit was 0.2m of light-grey/brown silty clay, which may be the upper 

fill in the presumed cut. This was overlain in turn by a 0.4m thickness of topsoil and sod. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2007/Meath/0018390/ 

 

 

https://excavations.ie/report/2005/Meath/0014288/
https://excavations.ie/report/2007/Meath/0018390/


 

 

Zone 3 

58. 2002:1545 - Watergate Street, Trim, Meath 
Site name: Watergate Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 02E1843 

Author: Carmel Duffy, Umberstown Great, Summerhill, Co. Meath. 

The developer proposed to erect four two-storey apartment buildings, with street-level retail units, 

on this site. The planning authority required a walkway from the site across the line of the town 

wall as part of the development. 

An assessment of this site and a survey of the part of the town wall that forms the western boundary 

of the site were required. Testing was undertaken. Seven of the nine trenches proposed were 

excavated. Some of these extended to 3m from the remains of the town wall; others ran along the 

north and south boundaries of the site, which represent the medieval burgage-plot boundaries. 

None of the trenches revealed archaeological material. 

The remaining two trenches were deferred pending demolition of the modern business premises 

that stand on the street front. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2002/Meath/0008863/ 

 

59. 2003:1479 - Watergate Street, Trim, Meath 
Site name: Watergate Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 02E1843 

Author: Carmel Duffy, Umberstown Great, Summerhill, Co. Meath. 

The developer proposes to erect four two-storey apartment buildings, with one or two street-level 

retail units, on the site. The planning authority requires a walkway from the site across the line of 

the town wall as part of the development. Assessment of this site, and a survey of a portion of the 

town wall which forms the western boundary of the site, were required. Testing was undertaken. 

Seven trenches were excavated. Some of these went up to 3m from the remains of the town wall; 

others ran along the north and south boundaries of the site, which represent the medieval burgage 

plot boundaries. None of the trenches revealed archaeological material. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010516/ 

 

60. 2006:1662 - Watergate Street, Trim, Meath 
Site name: Watergate Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N799568 Licence number: 02E1843 ext. 

Author: Carmel Duffy, Umberstown Great, Summerhill, Co. Meath. 

Monitoring was conducted during groundworks associated with the construction of a mixed-use 

development. The site is located to the west of Watergate Street, within ME036–028, Trim town 

wall. An assessment of the site had previously been carried out, including a survey of the town 

wall (Excavations 2002, No. 1545). 

The monitor disclosed three features: a medieval refuse pit containing one sherd of medieval 

pottery; a U-shaped pit containing 20th-century pottery and a pit with black industrial material 

with no artefacts. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016413/ 

 

61. 2007:1416 - Watergate Street, Trim, Meath 
Site name: Watergate Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 02E1843 

Author: Carmel Duffy, Umberstown Great, Summerhill, Co. Meath. 

An archaeological assessment of the site was carried out in 2002 (Excavations 2002, No. 1545). 

No archaeological material was disclosed by the test-trenching. The site was a forge during the 

20th century. Deposits of black material associated with this activity came to light; also large 

amounts of industrial age metal debris had been buried on site. Monitoring of groundworks has 

been carried out, under various extensions to the licence, in the interim. 

The first new building to be erected is located in the north-east corner of the site, along Watergate 

Street. Three features were observed during the monitor. F1 was located in the north–south cross-

wall trench. It was a cone-shaped pit, 1m deep and 1.35m wide at the top. The pit had been cut 

through by the machine and its remains were visible in the western face of the foundation trench. 

https://excavations.ie/report/2002/Meath/0008863/
https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010516/
https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016413/


 

 

Hand excavation was carried out of the remainder of the feature. The fill was red/brown silty clay 

with occasional charcoal pieces and one sherd of medieval pottery. This was a medieval refuse 

pit. 

F2 was located in the north face of the southern foundation trench. The profile of the pit was a 

gentle U shape. It measured 1.2m deep and was 1.4m wide at the top. The fill was dark-brown 

silty clay, with inclusions of 20th-century pottery and glass. 

F3 was located in the south face of the southern foundation trench. It was a pit 0.9m wide, 1.2m 

deep. The fill was black industrial material with no artefacts. 

The second building is located along Watergate Street in the south-eastern corner of the site. 

Monitoring of the groundworks for this building revealed no material of an archaeological nature. 

No further work has been carried out on the site to date. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2007/Meath/0018393/ 

 

62. 2005:1258 – Market Street, Trim, Meath 
Site name: Market Street, Trim 

Licence number: 05E0744 

Author: Carmel Duffy, Umberstown Great, Summerhill, Co. Meath. 

Test-trenching was carried out, in July 2005, before the development of the site, on three adjacent 

sites. Six trenches were opened. 

Trenches 1 and 2 were on the westernmost site. The top three horizons in Trench 1 contained 

modern material. Horizon 4 was red/brown silty clay with occasional sherds of medieval pottery.  

Trench 2 contained a similar layer to Horizon 4, Trench 1, at c. 2m below the surface. It was a 

grey clay matrix, with frequent stones and inclusions of medieval pottery and oyster shell. 

Trench 3 was on the central site. It contained dark-brown silt with occasional medieval pottery; 

beneath this was grey/brown clay with occasional medieval pottery and animal bone. 

Trenches 4–6 were on the easternmost site, which was a gasworks in the early modern period. The 

trenches contained a lot of industrial waste from this period: clinker, lime, ash, brick, coal-tar, iron 

fragments, etc. Beneath this in Trench 4 was dark-brown silty clay, with occasional charcoal 

lumps, animal bone and medieval pottery. No medieval features came to light. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2005/Meath/0014264/ 

 

63. 2003:1474 - 18 Market Street and Emmet Street, Trim, Meath 
Site name: 18 Market Street and Emmet Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 02E1671 

Author: Carmel Duffy, Umberstown Great, Summerhill, Co. Meath. 

Testing was carried out prior to development of the site. Six trenches were opened. The seventh, 

Trench 1, was to be located beneath the slab to the Market Street front of the site. Trenches 2-4 

were immediately south of this. In these three trenches, immediately under the floor of the former 

building, was a dark-brown silty clay with occasional small stones, a 10% charcoal content, with 

slate, brick and oyster shells (F1). Two medieval potsherds were picked up on top of this, and also 

a modern potsherd and several fragments of bone. A 1m-wide sondage was excavated by hand in 

Trench 4 to try to establish the depth of the deposit. This revealed a rectilinear pit cut into the 

natural subsoil. The fill was dark-brown/black silty clay, which contained two sherds of medieval 

pottery and one bone fragment. It was excavated to a depth of 0.62m but was not bottomed. 

To the east of the pit was an apparent metalled surface, which ran out of the north and south of 

the sondage. In the southern part of the sondage was an area of fire-reddened clay, which had a 

lens of ashy material around it. In the south section of the sondage, this clay had immediately 

beneath it three small black lenses and a lens of fire-reddened soil. In the south-east corner of the 

test section there was an area of very black silty clay, a possible pit, 0.4m in diameter, which 

contained no finds. 

In Trench 5, there was a further deposit of F1 in the centre of the trench. This lay on top of a 

possible stone surface. In the F1 there were five glazed medieval potsherds, one sherd of Leinster 

cookware, bone fragments, brick fragments, one small slate, an iron nail and three white-glazed 

potsherds. 

Trench 6 contained what appeared to be early modern building rubble and a modern sewer pipe 

and trap. There was a deposit of F1 in the southern end of the trench, and a similar deposit occurred 

in the northern end. It would appear that F1 formerly occurred throughout the trench, but was 

https://excavations.ie/report/2007/Meath/0018393/
https://excavations.ie/report/2005/Meath/0014264/


 

 

removed from the centre by building activity in the early modern period. 

Trench 7 was even more disturbed, containing a lot of building rubble. However, in the northern 

end of the trench there was a further deposit of F1-type material. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010511/ 

 

64. 2003:1475 - 18 Market Street, Trim, Meath 
Site name: 18 Market Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: SMR 36:48 Licence number: 02E1671 

Author: Donal Fallon, CRDS Ltd, Unit 4, Dundrum Business Park, Dundrum, Dublin 14. 

Excavations were carried out on a site at the junction of Market Street and Emmet Street in 

advance of the construction of an extension to Trim Credit Union. Pre-development testing had 

been carried out by Carmel Duffy, identifying archaeological deposits of medieval date up to 1.5m 

in depth (No. 1474 above, 02E1671). 

The site fronts onto Market Street, close to the centre of the Anglo-Norman town, which has been 

identified as a zone of archaeological potential. The excavation covered an area measuring c. 28m 

long by 12m wide, extending south from the Market Street frontage across the possible location 

of two separate burgage plots, as identified in the Urban Archaeological Survey. 

Rescue excavation and monitoring took place between May and August 2003. It resulted in the 

exposure of substantial medieval and post-medieval deposits. The earliest feature in the 

stratigraphy of the site was a compact metalled surface (c. 0.15m deep) extending over the entire 

area of the site and beyond the limits of the excavation area. This surface was sealed by a shallow 

organic layer (c. 0.2m deep), containing substantial quantities of animal bone. The extent of these 

deposits and the absence of any diagnostic finds would suggest they pre-date the establishment of 

burgage plots within the medieval town. 

Both deposits had been truncated by a substantial ditch (2.2m deep, minimum width 5m), 

extending along the western perimeter of the property beyond the limits of the excavation area to 

both north and south. The western extent of this ditch was not fully exposed, as it extended under 

the existing Emmet Street frontage. A layer of redeposited natural clays (c. 0.5-0.9m deep), 

apparently representing the outcast of the ditch, sealed the earlier deposits over the remainder of 

the excavation area. 

Previous monitoring on Market Street by Rosanne Meenan had exposed a possible extension of 

this ditch extending north under the existing street surface (Excavations 1996, No. 315, 96E0175). 

This would suggest the existence of a substantial ditch extending along the eastern side of Emmet 

Street and across Market Street, possibly representing an earlier town boundary or enclosure pre-

dating the existing circuit of the town walls, which are of late 14th- or early 15th-century date. 

The ditch appears to have been deliberately backfilled within the medieval period. 

A range of medieval features was exposed overlying or cutting into the layer of redeposited natural 

clays and the backfill of the ditch. Structural evidence was concentrated at the northern extent of 

the site on the Market Street frontage and post-dated the backfill of the ditch; a metalled surface 

extended east-west across the front of the site, possibly representing an internal surface; a later 

drystone wall base extended east-west across the surface, possibly representing the remains of a 

clay or timber structure fronting onto Market Street; a possible slot-trench, also aligned east-west, 

was also exposed. 

In the rear and centre of the site a number of substantial external cut features of medieval date 

were exposed: cesspits, refuse pits and a drystone well with an associated post setting for a 

superstructure. Significant quantities of medieval ceramics and animal bone were recovered from 

within the cesspits and the backfill of the well. 

A crude mortared stone structure was exposed in the south-west corner of the excavation area, 

apparently representing a building of early post-medieval date fronting onto Emmet Street. The 

poor level of construction and the dimensions (5m by 7.5m minimum) suggest it may simply have 

functioned as an outbuilding. 

All deposits on-site had been heavily disturbed by the construction of the 19th-century building 

demolished prior to the excavation, obscuring many of the stratigraphic relationships. In 

particular, the deep foundation trenches had truncated all deposits at the northern end of the site. 

A total of 1101 artefacts were recovered from the excavation. The ceramic assemblage from the 

site consisted of 228 sherds of post-medieval pottery and 754 sherds of medieval pottery, including 

Ham Green B ware, Saintonge, Dublin ware, Trim ware, line-impressed floor tile and a range of 

locally produced cooking wares. Medieval metal finds consisted of a fragment of belt buckle, a 

https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010511/


 

 

possible iron chisel and assorted iron nails. A small number of leather off-cuts and one large 

worked timber fragment were also recovered. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010512/ 

 

65. 2008:988 - 5 and 7 Emmet Street, Townparks South, Trim, Meath 
Site name: 5 and 7 Emmet Street, Townparks South, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: ME036–048 Licence number: 08E0101 

Author: Alan Hayden, Archaeological Projects Ltd, 27, Coulson Avenue, Rathgar, Dublin 6. 

Three trenches were mechanically excavated on the site on 8 February 2008; nothing of 

archaeological significance was noted. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2008/Meath/0020001/ 

 

66. 2008:989 - Emmet Street, Trim, Meath 
Site name: Emmet Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 08E0703 

Author: David Sweetman, Roestown, Drumree, Co. Meath. 

Pre-planning testing took place of a site for an apartment block in Trim town but outside of the 

town wall and the area of archaeological potential. Nothing of archaeological interest was noted. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2008/Meath/0020002/ 

 

Zone 4 

67. 2003:1473 - 38-39 Loman Street, Trim, Meath 

Site name: 38-39 Loman Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 03E1391 

Author: Carmel Duffy, Umberstown Great, Summerhill, Co. Meath. 

Testing was carried out prior to the commencement of development of the site, which lies within 

the area of potential of Trim. Three trenches were excavated. 

Trench 1, to the rear of 39 Loman Street, was 10m by 2m. It contained a pit with modern refuse 

in its north-west corner. In the centre of the trench was a deposit which contained clay pipe, animal 

bone and early modern crock. Below this was a brown clay matrix which contained small stones, 

shell, animal bone, charcoal and a sherd of medieval pottery. Testing ceased at this level. 

Trench 2 measured 8m by 2m, was located further north and ran up a small mound c. 12m east-

west by 8m. The mound is faced with limestone masonry on its southern side. In the south-western 

corner of the trench was F1, 1.1m across, 1.4m deep, with a gentle U-shaped profile, extending c. 

0.7m out into the trench. The fill was a dark-brown silty clay with moderate occurrence of stones, 

0.05-0.1m across, which contained animal bone, charcoal and modern and medieval pottery. The 

centre of the trench comprised topsoil and natural subsoil. The remainder of the trench did not 

reveal material of an archaeological nature. 

Trench 3 was located further north again, on No. 1 Sarsfield Avenue. It measured 10.5m by 2m. 

At the eastern end of the trench, adjacent to the street, there were various modern concrete deposits 

and a sewer. From 6.5 to 9.5m from the eastern end of the trench there was part of a wall, 

consisting of fairly substantial limestones up to 0.25m long, with no apparent mortar. A 2m stretch 

on the eastern end was definite, and a further 1m stretch going eastwards from this consisted of 

loose stone. The level of the top of the wall was 55.95 OD, and this was c. 1m below ground level. 

No datable material was associated with it. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010510/ 

 

68. 2006:1567 - 38–39 St Loman’s Street, Trim, Meath 
Site name: 38–39 St Loman’s Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: - Licence number: 03E1391 ext. 

Author: Carmel Duffy, Umberstown Great, Summerhill, Co. Meath. 

Testing was undertaken as part of an assessment at 38–39 St Loman’s Street, Trim, in 2003 

(Excavations 2003, No. 1473). Medieval deposits and a wall of unknown date came to light during 

https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010512/
https://excavations.ie/report/2008/Meath/0020001/
https://excavations.ie/report/2008/Meath/0020002/
https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010510/


 

 

this testing. Further testing was recommended to establish the limits of the archaeology observed. 

A second assessment was carried out in October 2006, under an extension of the same licence. 

The site is located on the west side of St Loman’s Street, c. 100m east of ME036–028, Trim’s 

town wall. There was a mound to the rear (west) of the site, which had a stone wall on the south 

side. 

 

Two test-trenches were excavated. The testing disclosed no further archaeological deposits or 

material. This second assessment recommended monitoring during the construction phase. This 

was conducted during the groundworks associated with the development, under an extension of 

the same licence in November and December. The monitoring disclosed no material of an 

archaeological nature. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016408/ 

 

69. 2006:1658 - St Loman’s Street, Trim, Meath 
Site name: St Loman’s Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: ME036–019 Licence number: 06E0420 

Author: Carmel Duffy, Umberstown Great, Summerhill, Co. Meath. 

Monitoring was conducted during groundworks associated with the construction of two 

townhouses at St Loman’s Street, Trim. The site is situated on the east side of St Loman’s Street, 

immediately south of a graveyard and cathedral, and south-west of the ruins of St Patrick’s 

Church. 

The existing building on the site was demolished and the ground levelled by machine. Most of the 

soil removed at this point was made up of fill and modern building rubble. The trenches excavated 

for foundations were a maximum depth of 0.8m, c. 0.2m of which was made-up ground. The soil 

profile was 0.2m of fill and made-up ground; 0.4m of grey, silty clay; 0.2m of yellow/grey clayey 

silt natural subsoil. The monitoring disclosed no material of an archaeological nature. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016409/ 

 

70. 2006:1659 - St Loman’s Street, Trim, Meath 
Site name: St Loman’s Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: - Licence number: 06E0537 

Author: David Bayley, Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd, 9 Albert Terrace, Meath Road, 

Bray, Co. Wicklow. 

This excavation took place after a series of test excavations carried out by Tim Coughlan in 2004 

(Excavations 2004, No. 1357, 04E1533) and 2005 (04E1533 ext.) at the site of a proposed school 

development off St Loman’s Street, which is located within the zone of archaeological potential 

for Trim town (ME036–048). These excavations identified the possible remains of a robbed-out 

medieval wall and a number of deposits that may have had a medieval origin. 

The current excavation took place on 19 and 20 June 2006. During the digging of the foundation 

trenches of the proposed classroom building, four features of archaeological potential were 

uncovered. Two of these were linear trenches that ran parallel to each other, 2.4m apart, in a north–

south direction. It is possible that these trenches represent foundations of a post-medieval structure 

that previously stood on the site. The other two features recorded were dumps of stone mixed with 

mortar and clay. It is believed that they may represent demolition rubble from a previous building 

that was demolished to allow the construction of the cottage building on the site. No traces of 

medieval archaeology were found on site during the excavation of the classroom trenches or 

associated service trenches. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016410/ 

 

71. 2006:1660 - St Loman’s Street, Trim, Meath 
Site name: St Loman’s Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: - Licence number: C155, E2466 

Author: David Bayley, Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd, 9 Albert Terrace, Meath Road, 

Bray, Co. Wicklow. 

Ministerial consent was required for monitoring of a pipe trench, as it was taking place within 

state-owned land in the medieval town of Trim (ME036–048), which is subject to statutory 

https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016408/
https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016409/
https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016410/


 

 

protection as a National Monument. The trench was excavated on 13 and 14 November 2006 using 

a mechanical excavator equipped with a flat toothless bucket. No finds or features of 

archaeological significance were identified during the excavation of the trench. The area 

excavated had been disturbed by the excavation of existing service trenches immediately to either 

side of it and by the backfilling of these trenches. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016411/ 

 

72. 2008:990 - 15 and 16 Haggard Street, Trim, Meath 
County: Meath Site name: 15 and 16 Haggard Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 08E0541 

Author: Carmel Duffy, Umberstown Great, Summerhill, Co. Meath. 

Testing as part of an assessment was carried out in advance of development of the site. Three test-

trenches were excavated. Debris from earlier modern buildings occurred in the trenches. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2008/Meath/0020003/ 

 

73. 2007:1408 - 19 Haggard Street, Trim, Meath 
Site name: 19 Haggard Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: ME036–048 Licence number: 06E1117 

Author: Ellen O’Carroll, 8 Cumberland Street, Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. 

Testing was carried out at 19 Haggard Street, Trim, as the proposed development lies within the 

zone of archaeological potential for Trim town. The development plans include the demolition of 

a 1970s extension and the construction of a two-storey extension to include living accommodation, 

restaurant and shop and two apartments at first-floor level. 

Three test-trenches were excavated across the development site with a 1.8m-wide toothless 

bucket. Topsoil overlay sandy subsoil which overlay natural boulder clay. Modern dump material 

was noted in Trenches 1 and 2. A soakaway comprising red brick was also recorded in Trench 2. 

Nothing of archaeological significance was recorded during the testing. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2007/Meath/0018385/ 

 

74. 2006:1655 - 27 High Street, Trim, Meath 
Site name: 27 High Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: - Licence number: 06E0148 

Author: Carmel Duffy, Umberstown Great, Summerhill, Co. Meath. 

Monitoring was conducted during groundworks in September on a site at 27 High Street, Trim. 

Nagle’s Castle, ME036–020, an urban tower-house, is located c. 40m south-east of the site. 

Three pits occurred in the foundation trenches. None of the three were visible from the surface 

and only came to light when the digger bucket had gone through them, when they became visible 

in section. The first pit had a U-shaped profile, 0.9m deep and 1.1m across at the top. The fills 

were 0.05m of white ash, 0.05m of small charcoal lumps and then white ashy silt. It was a refuse 

pit of unknown date. It did not extend to the eastern section of the trench. The second pit occurred 

in the eastern section face. It measured 1m deep by 1.2m wide at the top and had a U-shaped 

profile. It was dug into the yellow/brown stony subsoil. The fill was dark-brown silty clay, with 

inclusions of animal bone and charcoal. No artefacts were recovered from the pit fill. It was a 

refuse pit of unknown date. The third pit had a U-shaped profile and measured 1.3m wide at the 

top by 1.05m deep. The fill was grey/brown silty clay with moderately occurring inclusions of 

charcoal pieces and bone fragments. Six sherds of medieval pottery were recovered from the fill. 

F2 was also visible in the western section face of the trench. Here it measured 2.1m wide at the 

top by 1.1m deep. The lower fill was black silty peat. The western part of this pit was preserved 

in situ. 

There was a large amount of material forming a ramp, up to 1m deep, towards the back of the site. 

It was composed of loose black silty clay, with inclusions of brick, coal and early modern pottery. 

In the western sewer trench, 25m from High Street, the soil profile was 0.2m of grey/black silty 

clay with animal bone, glass, brick and slate, then yellow/brown gravel to the bottom of the trench. 

Several fragments of human bone were recovered from this material and retained for post-

excavation osteological study. The material in which the bone occurred was mixed and disturbed, 

not an in situ deposit. The skeletal material probably came from the burial-grounds of the 

https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016411/
https://excavations.ie/report/2008/Meath/0020003/
https://excavations.ie/report/2007/Meath/0018385/


 

 

ecclesiastical monuments ME036–021, the ‘Yellow Tower of St Mary’s Abbey’. 

In the western foundation trench more archaeological material was observed. Excavation 

continued to a depth of 1.9m and revealed 0.3m of modern building rubble – stone, brick, mortar, 

clay over 0.95m of mid-brown silty clay with inclusions of charcoal, bone and medieval pottery – 

below which was up to 0.65m yellow/brown, gritty, stony sand with inclusions of iron. This lay 

over 0.2m dark-brown/black peat-like clayey silt at the northern end of the deposit; this fill was a 

purple colour towards the southern end and dark-brown silty clay comprised the floor of the 

trench. 

The excavation of these deposits exposed a wall, to a depth of 0.7m. It was the corner of a medieval 

building, which projected obliquely into the western foundation trench. The east–west stretch of 

the wall was 0.6m long and the north-west/south-east stretch 1.6m long. It was built of rectangular 

limestone blocks, with no apparent mortar. 

Twenty sherds of medieval pottery and a quantity of roof-slate fragments were recovered from the 

base of the wall. 

A proposal to retain the remaining medieval deposits in situ was agreed with the Licensing 

Authority and implemented. Post-excavation work on the material recovered is in progress. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016407/ 

 

Zone 5 

75. 2000:0780 - Blackfriary, Trim, Meath 
Site name: Blackfriary, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 00E0062 

Author: Rosanne Meenan, Roestown, Drumree, Co. Meath. 

The development comprises a bungalow and associated structures on a site fronting onto the 

Navan–Trim road. It is surrounded on the north and east sides by new housing, and there is an 

existing bungalow to the west. The site is located on ground that is 1–1.5m higher than the public 

road. When the new houses to the east of this plot were built, the ground level for them was 

reduced to the level of the road. 

Monitoring of site reduction was carried out over a period of days. An entranceway was excavated 

through the high ditch fronting on the road and was graded up to the site of the house. Following 

this the ground level was reduced inside the site. The site was covered with a layer of grassed-

over modern rubbish that presumably had been dumped when the houses to the east were being 

constructed. Underlying this the old ground level was exposed, comprising a sod layer with 

ploughsoil underneath. This layer was removed, and the site was levelled on a hard, yellow, sandy, 

boulder clay containing a lot of stones. 

In total, material up to 1.5m in depth was removed from the site. Foundation trenches were cut 

into the boulder clay. Nothing of archaeological significance was exposed, and no artefacts were 

found. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2000/Meath/0005605/ 

 

76. 2007:1402 - Blackfriary (2nd Division), Trim, Meath 
Site name: Blackfriary (2nd Division), Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: ME036–048 Licence number: C252; E3644 

Author: Matthew Seaver, CRDS Ltd, Unit 4A, Dundrum Business Park, Dundrum, Dublin 14. 

Monitoring of the installation of a footpath between the ‘Sheep Gate’ (ME036–023) and ‘Yellow 

Steeple’ (ME036–021) within the confines of the original medieval town (ME036–048) was 

undertaken over two days on 12 and 15 of November 2007. Footpath 1 was 52.5m in length and 

c. 1.6m in width and connected the existing tourist trails with the ‘Sheep Gate’. The second 

footpath was 147.5m in length and 1.6m in width. This connected the ‘Sheep Gate’ with the 

‘Yellow Steeple’. An additional 67m was also excavated under supervision and later backfilled. 

In general the excavation consisted only of the stripping of sod to an average depth of 0.05–0.1m. 

Some gravel patches were encountered during monitoring which are likely to correspond with the 

pathway as indicated on the first-edition 6-inch OS map. This is shown as running from the ‘Sheep 

Gate’ toward Nangle’s Castle (ME036–022) and follows the same approximate line as the new 

footpath. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2007/Meath/0018379/ 

https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016407/
https://excavations.ie/report/2000/Meath/0005605/
https://excavations.ie/report/2007/Meath/0018379/


 

 

- List of Archaeological Excavations from 2008 Report 
-  

- Since 2008, excavation bulletins have become available online. The following list refers 

back to the list of archaeological excavations given in the Trim Town Walls Management 

Plan 2008. In all, 54 excavations were listed and appeared in the same numerical order as 

given below, the excavation license number is also listed for reference. In cases where 

more than one excavations.ie link is provided, the excavations license number was simply 

extended to carry out further work and these additional bulletin reports are included here 

as they provide additional and important information relevant to each site location.  

-  

- 1.  99E0041   https://excavations.ie/report/1999/Meath/0004627/  

- 2. C150:E2398   https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016400/ 

-                              https://excavations.ie/report/2008/Meath/0020000/ 

- 3. 98E0111   https://excavations.ie/report/1998/Meath/0003707/ 

- 4. E0441   https://excavations.ie/report/1988/Meath/0000814/ 

- 5. 98E0465   https://excavations.ie/report/1998/Meath/0003706/ 

- 6. C121, C139, E2016   https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016412/ 

- 7.  02E1457   https://excavations.ie/report/2002/Meath/0008854/ 

-                         https://excavations.ie/report/2004/Meath/0012469/                                      

-                  https://excavations.ie/report/2005/Meath/0014258/ 

-                  https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016401/ 

- 8.  03E1484   https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010506/ 

- 9.  99E0659   https://excavations.ie/report/1999/Meath/0004618/ 

- 10.  00E0700   https://excavations.ie/report/2000/Meath/0005606/ 

- 11.  02E1004   https://excavations.ie/report/2002/Meath/0008855/ 

- 12.  99E0071   https://excavations.ie/report/1999/Meath/0004619/ 

- 13.  06E0204   https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016403/ 

- 14.  04E0211   https://excavations.ie/report/2004/Meath/0012471/ 

- 15.  07E0975   https://excavations.ie/report/2007/Meath/0018383/ 

- 16.  01E0615   https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Meath/0006996/ 

-                           https://excavations.ie/report/2002/Meath/0008857/     

-                           https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010508/ 

- 17. 01E1029   https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Meath/0006995/ 

- 18.  98E0556   https://excavations.ie/report/1998/Meath/0003705/ 

-                    https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Meath/0006994/ 

-                    https://excavations.ie/report/2005/Meath/0014260/ 

- 19. 03E0028   https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010507/ 

- 20. 01E0836   https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Meath/0006997/ 

-                    https://excavations.ie/report/2002/Meath/0008858/ 

- 21. 99E0174   https://excavations.ie/report/1999/Meath/0004621/  

-                           https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016404/ 

- 22. 04E0308   https://excavations.ie/report/2004/Meath/0012472/ 

- 23. 05E0537   https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016405/ 

-                           https://excavations.ie/report/2007/Meath/0018384/ 

- 24. 01E0881   https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Meath/0006998/ 

- 25. 06E0560   https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016406/ 

- 26. 05E0194   https://excavations.ie/report/2005/Meath/0014262/ 

- 27. 01E1146   https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Meath/0006999/ 
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https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016400/
https://excavations.ie/report/2008/Meath/0020000/
https://excavations.ie/report/1998/Meath/0003707/
https://excavations.ie/report/1988/Meath/0000814/
https://excavations.ie/report/1998/Meath/0003706/
https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016412/
https://excavations.ie/report/2002/Meath/0008854/
https://excavations.ie/report/2004/Meath/0012469/
https://excavations.ie/report/2005/Meath/0014258/
https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016401/
https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010506/
https://excavations.ie/report/1999/Meath/0004618/
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https://excavations.ie/report/2004/Meath/0012471/
https://excavations.ie/report/2007/Meath/0018383/
https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Meath/0006996/
https://excavations.ie/report/2002/Meath/0008857/
https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010508/
https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Meath/0006995/
https://excavations.ie/report/1998/Meath/0003705/
https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Meath/0006994/
https://excavations.ie/report/2005/Meath/0014260/
https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010507/
https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Meath/0006997/
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https://excavations.ie/report/1999/Meath/0004621/
https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016404/
https://excavations.ie/report/2004/Meath/0012472/
https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016405/
https://excavations.ie/report/2007/Meath/0018384/
https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Meath/0006998/
https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016406/
https://excavations.ie/report/2005/Meath/0014262/
https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Meath/0006999/


 

 

-                   https://excavations.ie/report/2002/Meath/0008859/ 

- 28.  E404   https://excavations.ie/report/1987/Meath/0000749/ 

- 29. 03E1852  https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010509/ 

-                          https://excavations.ie/report/2004/Meath/0012473/ 

- 30.  05E0938   https://excavations.ie/report/2005/Meath/0014261/ 

- 31.  05E0390   https://excavations.ie/report/2005/Meath/0014263/ 

- 32.  04E1533  https://excavations.ie/report/2004/Meath/0012479/ 

- 33.  01E0412   https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Meath/0007001/ 

- 34.  01E1202   https://excavations.ie/report/2002/Meath/0008860/ 

-                           https://excavations.ie/report/2002/Meath/0008861/ 

- 35.  04E1164   https://excavations.ie/report/2004/Meath/0012476/ 

- 36.  04E0386   https://excavations.ie/report/2004/Meath/0012475/ 

- 37.  07E0134   https://excavations.ie/report/2007/Meath/0018380/ 

- 38.  99E0512   https://excavations.ie/report/1999/Meath/0004624/ 

- 39. 04E0715   https://excavations.ie/report/2004/Meath/0012477/ 

-                           https://excavations.ie/report/2005/Meath/0014266/ 

- 40.  03E0177  https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010513/ 

- 41.  02E1578   https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010514/ 

- 42.  C150; E2398   https://excavations.ie/report/2007/Meath/0018386/ 

- 43.  01E0097   https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Meath/0007003/ 

- 44.  01E0262   https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Meath/0007004/ 

-                           https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Meath/0007005/ 

- 45. 99E0142   https://excavations.ie/report/1999/Meath/0004620/ 

-                          https://excavations.ie/report/1999/Meath/0004622/    

-                          https://excavations.ie/report/1999/Meath/0004625/ 

- 46.  C012;E3331   https://excavations.ie/report/2006/Meath/0016399/ 

-                          https://excavations.ie/report/2007/Meath/0018392/ 

- 47.  05E0470   https://excavations.ie/report/2005/Meath/0014268/ 

-                    https://excavations.ie/report/2007/Meath/0018391/ 

- 48.  95E0077   https://excavations.ie/report/1995/Meath/0002079/ 

-                   https://excavations.ie/report/1996/Meath/0002447/ 

-                   https://excavations.ie/report/1998/Meath/0003710/ 

- 49.   No licence given  https://excavations.ie/report/1971/Meath/0000096/ 

-            https://excavations.ie/report/1972/Meath/0000132/ 

-            https://excavations.ie/report/1973/Meath/0000165/ 

-            https://excavations.ie/report/1974/Meath/0000208/ 

-            https://excavations.ie/report/1977-79/Meath/0000343/ 

- 50. 96E247 (Not listed online but the following two excavation licenses are:) 

-                        https://excavations.ie/report/1997/Meath/0002986/ 

-                 https://excavations.ie/report/1999/Meath/0004626/ 

- 51. 01E1010   https://excavations.ie/report/2001/Meath/0007002/ 

- 52.  96E279 (Listed as 96E0175 online)  

https://excavations.ie/report/1996/Meath/0002446/ 

- 53. 03E0318   https://excavations.ie/report/2003/Meath/0010515/ 

- 54. 00E0531   https://excavations.ie/report/2000/Meath/0005609/ 
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Excavations since 2008  

 
The following list of excavations have all occurred since the 2008 report was published. They 

are grouped together here by the relevant zones laid out in the 2008 report and by site location.   

 

Zone 1 

1. 2015:556 - Porch Field, Trim, Meath 

Site name: Porch Field, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: ME036-048053; ME036-048054 Licence 

number: E004602 

Author: Niall Roycroft 

Project 1 

Monitoring took place of signage locations over an area of approximately 50ha, but the posts 

were in the vicinity of numerous RMP sites, and of National Monuments. Post-holes for signage 

were generally 0.3m x 0.3m x 0.3-0.4m deep. 

 

In summary: 

• Post 3, next to the ‘Sheep Gate’, showed loose recent dumps: possibly side-cast topsoil from 

previous footpath or other works. 

• Post 4 next to the ‘Yellow Tower,’ showed the upper surface of a layer (0.2m down) 

containing medieval and post-medieval material from the demolished St Mary's Abbey and other 

later buildings. 

• Map Board 4, Post 14 and Post 15 appear to show the location of a/the demolished Newtown 

Trim western precinct/boundary wall, oriented north-south for approx. 60m (and therefore an 

implied external ditch – occasionally visible in the present landscape). The absence of any 

potential precinct wall remains in Post 16, 180m further north, may imply the wall slanted off to 

the north-east, perhaps parallel to the Newtown Trim graveyard wall. 

• Post 13 was inside the Newtown Trim graveyard but within the construction cut for a large 

gate pier. No human remains. 

• Map board 3 and Post 12 showed (through staining and gravel-grit, possibly pre-medieval 

natural deposits) that the modern (canalised) stream through Newtown has been running in this 

general location for a considerable period. 

• Post 20 showed dumped, dredged material from the Boyne Drainage scheme. This material has 

been mounded alongside the River Boyne for 0.8-1.5km (up to 2.7ha) and could contain 

archaeological objects from the River Boyne. 

• Posts 7, 8, 9, 16, 17 and 18 all showed agricultural soils (c.0.2m topsoil over subsoil) of the 

Porch Field. Posts 11 and 19 showed a positive lynchet in a plough headland (topsoil more than 

0.4m deep). Modern finds. 

• Alert Posts 1, 2 and Posts 5, 6 were all in land previously disturbed by the R154 Ring Road. 

Project 2: Trim Trails footpath 

The 2015 footpath was constructed to be 1.8m wide with wooden plank kerbing; all spoil was 

retained on site for landscaping. Grass sod was removed only to a maximum depth of 0.1m – 

usually less. In total, the distance of footpath excavated and surveyed was 1150m. Topsoil 

adjacent to the R154 Ring Road had been previously disturbed. 

A total of 360 metal finds showed an overwhelming association with 19th-20th-century horse-

based ploughing. Apart from a coin (Penny, George IV, 1822), a button, a quality (but pinless) 

buckle, a lead musket ball (18mm diameter) and modern fencing items, the entire assemblage 

was plough- or at least agricultural- based. The items included horseshoe nails, horse hoof and 

frog cleaning items (including keys, spoons, a chisel and other various short pieces of metal) as 

well as items from carts (e.g. large-headed nails and rivets) and harnesses (strap buckles). These 

metal finds were associated with small pottery, clay tobacco pipe and brick fragments typical of 

manured fields. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2015/Meath/0027571/ 

https://excavations.ie/report/2015/Meath/0027571/


 

 

 

Zone 3 
2. 2010:543 - Townparks South, Trim, Meath 

Site name: Townparks South, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: ME036–048005 Licence number: E4250; C367 

Author: Donal Fallon, Apartment 2, 30 Wexford Street, Dublin 2. 

In November 2010 test excavations were undertaken to determine whether a ditch extended 

adjacent to the medieval town wall of Trim to the rear of Watergate Street. The excavations 

formed part of a programme of works undertaken by Trim Town Council to fulfil the policies of 

the management and conservation plans for the town wall. 

 

This section of the town wall extends for c. 190m, forming the western boundary of properties 

fronting on to Watergate Street and Emmet Street. Only two surviving masonry portions of the 

wall are clearly identifiable aboveground within this section, though the grass-covered remains 

of a mural tower survive at its northern terminus. Elsewhere, the surviving ‘wall’ consists of a 

low earthen bank between 0.5m and 1.5m high. Excavations carried out by Alan Hayden to the 

rear of Emmet Street in 2002 identified the rubble core of the original town wall within an 

earthen bank. Hayden also identified a possible medieval town ditch immediately to the west of 

the wall, 1.25m below ground level; the cut measured 0.5m deep, up to 5.5m wide (Hayden 

2002 and Excavations 2002, No. 1539). 

 

The area between the ‘wall’ and the OPW headquarters to the west is greenfield. A single test-

trench was opened by machine, c. 17m south of the mural tower to the rear of Watergate Street. 

The trench extended east–west, measured 9.7m long, 1.3m wide, 1–1.3m deep and stopped 2.2m 

west of the earthen bank occupying the line of the town wall. A glacial deposit of broken shale, 

grey sand and gravel (F7) was exposed across the western half of the trench at a depth of 1–

1.3m. This was sealed by a deposit of light-brown clay c. 0.35m deep, in turn sealed by topsoil. 

The western edge of a possible ditch cut was exposed c. 6.2–6.7m west of the earthen bank 

occupying the line of the town wall, cutting through the clay layer and into natural gravels (F7), 

sloping steeply down to the east. The cut contained a fill of coarse silt and sand, grey/brown in 

colour. A single sherd of abraded medieval pottery was recovered within. Both cut and fill were 

sealed by topsoil c. 0.8m to 1m deep. The eastern edge of the cut was not visible within the 

trench. The conditions of testing prevented excavation to any greater depth. The features were 

tentatively interpreted as the cut and fill of a possible town ditch. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2010/Meath/0021751/ 

 

3. 2017:535 - Watergate Street and Johnathan Swift Street, Trim, Meath 

Site name: Watergate Street and Johnathan Swift Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: ME036-048034 Excavation, ME036-048005 Town Wall, 

ME036-048 Historic Town, Licence number: 16E0545 

Author: Padraig Clancy / CDHC 

Monitoring was undertaken in advance of development of a proposed retail unit at Watergate 

Street and Johnathan Swift Street, Trim, Co. Meath, in response to a condition of planning 

(Meath Count Council Planning Ref. TA/150598). Monitoring took place periodically from 

February to September 2017. 

The brownfield site was formerly a swimming pool complex (with associated services including 

carparks and underground services), with the presence of foundations from an unfinished 

residential complex. The site lies within the zone of archaeological potential of the Historic 

Town of Trim (ME036-048) and outside of the line of the Town Wall of Trim town (ME036-

048005), which is located c.15m to the south. There is one recorded monument, an excavation 

https://excavations.ie/report/2010/Meath/0021751/


 

 

(ME036-048034; Licence ref.: 00E0531, Purcell), within the proposed development site which 

relates to test excavations previously carried out on this site in 2000. While no archaeological 

features were noted within the proposed development area boundary a number of medieval 

deposits where noted just outside the eastern boundary of the site, indicating a potential to reveal 

features within the proposed development area. 

The site was found to be highly disturbed by previous developments. Modern overburden of 0.5-

0.8m was found across the site, with up to 1-1.6m recorded at the outflow pipe as the natural 

subsoil sloped toward the river. These deposits lay on top of natural gravels and riverine 

deposits. Concrete foundations along with modern plastics and metal material were evident 

throughout the site. During the ground works phase the eastern portion of the development site 

was found to be highly contaminated, this was the only section of the site identified to be of 

archaeological potential in previous testing (00E0531, Purcell). The proposed works were 

redesigned and this eastern section of the proposed development site containing the 

contaminated area was sealed off and preserved in situ. 

No features or artefacts of archaeological significance were uncovered within the proposed 

development site. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2017/Meath/0027044/ 

 

4. 2018:786 - Market Street (Spicer's bakery site), Trim, Meath 

Site name: Market Street (Spicer's bakery site), Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: RMPME036-048 Licence number: 18E0365 

Author: Rosanne Meenan 

The developers applied for planning permission to carry out development works on this site at 

Market Street, Trim. The works are to include demolition of some of the buildings behind the 

street frontage, i.e. north of the street, while the façade of the building to Market Street is to be 

retained. They were asked for Further Information, one of the items to be an archaeological 

assessment of the site. The standing buildings formed part of Spicers' bakery. 

Nine trenches tested the portion of the site not covered by standing buildings. 

Trench 1, closest to the buildings fronting on Market Street, produced evidence for large-scale 

dumping of stone and rubble with the insertion of sewerage manholes and pipes. 

Trenches 2-8 showed that there was a deep layer of garden soil throughout the site, anything up 

to 1.3m deep in places. The underlying natural was grey/brown sandy soil containing some 

stone. A gritty black riverine deposit was present in the trenches closest to the river. In Trench 2 

the remains of an insubstantial north-south running stone wall were interpreted as a possible 

property boundary wall. Excavation of Trench 4, which ran parallel with the river, had to be 

abandoned owing to the very large deposit of big, loose stones which were interpreted as 

possibly having come from the demolition of the nearby stone bridge over the river Boyne. A 

possible east-west-running ditch was exposed in Trench 8; it was sealed by the black garden soil 

and was cut into the subsoil. It was approx. 3m wide but it was not possible to establish its 

original depth nor the basal width. It is possible that this cut may have been one of the features 

of the medieval town. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2018/Meath/0029569/ 

https://excavations.ie/report/2017/Meath/0027044/
https://excavations.ie/report/2018/Meath/0029569/


 

 

 

Zone 4 
5. 2009:AD16 - Loman Street, Trim, Meath 

Site name: Loman Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: ME036–048 Licence number: E002398 

Author: Matthew Seaver, CRDS Ltd. References Kieran, E. 2009 Burials at St Patricks 

Cathedral; new evidence for the early medieval ecclesiastical site at Trim. In Potterton, M. and 

Seaver M. 2009. 

During the Trim Street reconstruction project on Loman Street a significant number of 

archaeological features and deposits were uncovered in the course of monitoring under 

ministerial consent. The results have significant implications for the development of the early 

medieval ecclesiastical site and the later medieval town. Trim was known to be the site of a 

monastery Associated with the British missionary Lomman, first mentioned in an 8th-century 

document and therefore significantly earlier (Potterton 2009, 26). The location of this foundation 

was unclear and previous authors had suggested both the area of the castle or on the hilltop on 

the northern side of the river at the present-day St Patrick’s Cathedral on Loman Street. Previous 

excavations uncovered burials, including an individual dated to the 9th to 11th century to the 

east of the medieval chancel (Kieran 2009, 72–81). The location of at least one major focus of 

early medieval activity was identified during monitoring and excavation. 

Early medieval 

Directly outside St Patrick’s Cathedral on Loman Street, five east–west supine human burials 

were uncovered under the pavement and boundary wall of the cathedral, B1–B5. A further 

single burial, B6, also pre-dating the church walls, was identified under the southern pillar of the 

main gate to the church. They were in simple grave-cuts and some burials were overlying one 

another, indicating multiple phases of burial. The burials were below the levels required for the 

development and were recorded but not excavated. A sample of human bone from Burial 1 was 

radiocarbon-dated to cal AD 430–640 (Wk–25840). Burials clearly continued to the west of the 

trench. 

 

A possible ditch or pit was identified c. 1m north of Burial 2. It was truncated badly in the east-

facing section by a cast-iron water main and was at least 1.3m in diameter. It truncated the 

natural subsoil and measured greater than 1.4m and greater than 0.4m in depth. The feature was 

cut by a later hearth, up to 0.8m in diameter. 

 

A large ditch cutting natural subsoil was identified almost 5.5m north of these features. It 

measured a minimum of 0.6m east–west by 5.7m in width. It was below the required depth for 

development. Its upper fill was cut by a hearth, 1.3m in diameter. 

Medieval 

The early medieval features under the footpath outside the cathedral were succeeded and sealed 

by a series of medieval street surfaces. 

 

The earliest surface comprised tightly compacted rounded to angular stones and measured no 

more than 0.08m in depth. North–south features within the metalling suggested tyre ruts. Almost 

31m of the metalling was exposed within the trench and a further area was exposed within the 

middle of Loman Street. At the northern end of the trench this was overlain by a series of 

dumped deposits of ash, charcoal and oyster shell, containing medieval pottery. This was 

overlain by a later phase of cobbles. Exposed within the east-facing section of the trench a 



 

 

possible step feature, comprising three flat stones, was also identified above the general 

deposits. 

 

The archaeology identified included medieval deposits associated with the land reclamation of 

the southern end of Loman Street/Mill Street. Organic-rich deposits, previously encountered 

during monitoring by Rosanne Meenan (Excavations 1996, No. 315, 96E175), were uncovered 

at the junction of Loman Street and Mill Street and extended northwards up Loman Street for c. 

25m. Situated above organic deposit F3040 was a stony mid-to light-brown silty clay which 

contained oyster shell and animal bone along with fragments of medieval pottery sherds. The 

deposit was 0.35m in depth. It contained medieval pottery and is likely to have been part of the 

flood-plain of the River Boyne. 

 

Further north a further large ditch or pit feature, 7m in width, was excavated to 1.2m in depth, 

directly opposite Church Lane on the western side of the street. It was heavily truncated on the 

western and northern sides by cast-iron water mains. Ten separate deposits comprised of clayey 

silts and containing animal bone, charcoal, stones and pebbles were contained within. The 

feature continued below the level of the development and no artefacts were recovered. 

 

At the northern end of the street the trench opposite Souhan’s Garage and north of the rectory 

revealed a very substantial ditch and wall of probable medieval date. Both were below the level 

required for development and only the top of these medieval archaeological deposits were 

recorded. The east–west ditch was located at the northern end of the trench and measured up to 

9m in width and was greater than 0.4m in depth. The remains of a large collapsed east–west wall 

of large squared limestone blocks bonded with mortar were found within the midpoint of the 

ditch at its southern end. It had partially collapsed, with only one course visible and a recorded 

width of 1.4m and more than 0.3m in depth. The wall was sealed by one of the upper fills of the 

ditch. The deposits abutting the wall on its northern edge were organic in character. The ditch 

continued below the level required for the pipe and was recorded and samples recovered for 

radiocarbon-dating. No artefacts were recovered from within. Monitoring indicated that this 

ditch may have crossed the road and continued eastwards. 

Late/postmedieval deposits outside St Patrick’s Cathedral 

The medieval metalled street surfaces under the pavement west of St Patrick’s Cathedral were 

cut by a number of features and sealed by deposits which all pre-date the boundary wall of the 

cathedral, which appears on mid-18th-century maps and therefore predate it. The first pit was 

3m north of the main entrance to St Patrick’s and measured more than 0.4m in depth and cut the 

earliest metalled surfaces, F3065. This was cut by a U-shaped pit 0.3m in depth. These pits were 

sealed by light-greyish-brown silt containing much charcoal, oyster shells and animal bone 

along with medieval pottery sherds. It extended from close to the main pedestrian entrance of St 

Patrick’s and continued for c. 22m north along Loman Street until it terminated c. 6m short of 

the southern boundary wall of St Patrick’s. This was overlain by greyish-brown clay silt of loose 

compaction containing frequent sub-angular and rounded stones and measured 0.2m in depth. 

This was sealed by the 19th-century cobbled surface, which in turn was sealed by a rubble 

deposit containing red brick, 19th–20th-century pottery, iron nail and glass. 

Postmedieval burials in the cemetery of St Patrick’s 

Electricity cabling within the graveyard from the pedestrian entrance to St Patrick’s from Loman 

Street to the presbytery required the excavation of a pipe trench under the access path. 

Underlying the gravel surface of the path was a deposit of mid-brown clay silt which contained 

round to angular hand-sized stones, human and animal bone along with moderate charcoal flecks 

and mortar. It was up to 0.45m in depth and contained a wide range of artefacts including 

medieval pottery, a stick-pin, line-impressed floor tiles along with post-medieval pottery and 



 

 

roof slates. Significant numbers of iron objects were recovered including a medieval prick spur. 

All deposits were sieved and contained a large quantity of disarticulated human bone. This 

deposit is likely to have accumulated during church rebuilding in 1802. This overlay a total of 

fourteen burials. The burials were cut into brown clay silt. Two globular-headed shroud pins 

were recovered from Burial 7, and one each from Burials 9 and 14. Six burials, B11, B15, B16, 

B18–B20, were left in situ, while the remaining eight were removed. 

Late/postmedieval features on Loman Street 

Further south on either side of Loman Street two drystone wells, possibly medieval in date, were 

located in close proximity to Sarsfield Avenue. The first well was found just south of Sarsfield 

Avenue on the western side of the street. It was made up of rounded stone courses and measured 

1.25m in diameter with a depth of greater than c. 2m. The well had been previously backfilled 

and its actual depth was unknown. It had been covered by a timbered lid. It was incorporated 

into the subsequent street design. The second well was exposed on the eastern side of Loman 

Street beneath the footpath directly opposite Sarsfield Avenue. The well was sealed by two large 

capstones made of limestone. The well measured 1.6m in diameter and was made up of rounded 

courses of stone and was greater than 2m in depth. Neither well was present on the early 

Ordnance Survey mapping. 

 

Post-medieval walls were uncovered within front gardens of the houses on the eastern side of the 

street at this location and, on the western side, a cobbled surface of probable post-medieval date 

was exposed adjacent to the well at the Loman Street/Sarsfield Avenue intersection. 

Postmedieval features north of Church Lane 

One course of a north-west/south-east wall was located 1.7m east from the existing garden wall 

of the house opposite Church Lane. The exposed length was 3m by 0.3m and more than 0.3m 

deep. 

 

On the western side of Loman Street opposite the entrance to Souhan’s Garage a north-

east/south-west mortared wall was uncovered. It was a maximum of three courses in depth and 

ran beyond the trench on either side. It was found within a post-medieval deposit and seemed to 

have the same alignment as now demolished 19th-century houses which fronted Loman Street to 

the south-east. On the eastern side of the street the remains of a two-coursed north–south 

mortared wall were identified c. 3m north of the boundary wall of St Patrick’s Cathedral, no 

more than 0.4m in depth. The wall is depicted on the 1836 OS map of Trim as a boundary wall 

associated with the properties on the eastern side of Loman Street. It had previously been 

uncovered by Meenan in 1996 during pipe-laying (see above). Found on the western side of the 

wall, a rubble deposit was exposed. It comprised large cut blocks and rounded stones similar to 

that of the north–south-orientated wall and measured 0.4m deep. It continued under the existing 

wall of the house immediately north of the church. It is most likely that the rubble deposit was 

associated with the destruction of the 19th-century houses which are depicted on the 1836 OS 

map of Trim and the consolidation of the ground level in the area. 

 

Post-excavation work is continuing and will provide further important information on the 

archaeology of the northern part of the settlement. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2009/Meath/0021009/ 

 

 

6. 2017:021 - St Patrick’s National School, St Loman's Street, Trim, Meath 

https://excavations.ie/report/2009/Meath/0021009/


 

 

Site name: St Patrick’s National School, St Loman's Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: ME036-04828 Licence number: 16E0661 

Author: Antoine Giacometti 

A programme of monitoring took place during the construction of a small single-story extension 

to the rear of St Patrick’s National School, Trim, Co. Meath. Eleven features were recorded 

during the work, all of them 19th century or later in date. The features consisted of multiple 

phases of garden walls, drains and construction levels associated with the Glebe House/Rectory 

and adjoining stable block. The findings of this monitoring programme are significant – not 

because of what was found, but because of what was not found! No trace of the medieval town 

walls was identified within the site, and there was no evidence for a large and wide foundation 

trench, which we would expect even in the medieval walls had been robbed out. This absence 

suggests that the currently understood reconstruction of the route of the medieval town wall of 

Trim, as set out in the Trim Town Walls Conservation Plan and Urban Archaeological Survey, 

may need to be revised. Attached image shows site location on figure from Trim Town Walls 

Conservation Plan (Trim Development Plan 2014-2020, Appendix E). 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2017/Meath/0025356/ 

 

7. 2010:540 - Church Lane, Trim, Meath 

Site name: Church Lane, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 10E0239 

Author: Rosanne Meenan, Roestown, Drumree, Co. Meath. 

The site is located south of the boundary wall of St Patrick’s Cathedral, Trim (ME036–048). 

Continuing work in the vicinity of St Patrick’s suggests that it was the earliest ecclesiastical site 

in the town, pre-dating the arrival of the Anglo-Normans (Potterton 2009, 36). 

 

Foundation trenches were monitored. An irregularly shaped shallow pit was exposed in the 

centre of the site. This was identified as a soak-pit excavated for a privy for a school that had 

stood on the site until the 1930s. A small square structure is marked in this property on the 25-

inch map of 1909 and can be identified as the privy. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2010/Meath/0021748/ 

 

 

8. 2010:541 - James Griffin Public House’ site, High Street, Trim, Meath 

Site name: James Griffin Public House’ site, High Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: C387; E4071 

Author: Rosanne Meenan, Roestown, Drumree, Co. Meath. 

The stone boundary wall between the rear of this site and the Porchfield was demolished without 

planning permission and without necessary ministerial consent (as the Porchfield is a national 

monument in state ownership). The ground level had also been reduced by as much as 1.1m at 

the south end of the site; i.e. the area closest to the Porchfield. The owner of the site applied for 

planning permission to build a replacement wall and for retention of other works that had been 

carried out in the interior of the site. 

https://excavations.ie/report/2017/Meath/0025356/
https://excavations.ie/report/2010/Meath/0021748/


 

 

 

A series of measures were requested by Trim Town Council as further information. Ministerial 

consent was granted to the writer to carry out the work. The work was carried out in two phases 

–April 2010 and June 2010. 

In April examination took place of the stones that had been piled up on the site after demolition 

of the wall at the back of the site. No worked or architectural stone was observed. 

Recording took place of the section faces that had been created when the ground level was 

reduced. One sherd of medieval pottery (Dublin-type ware) was recovered during cleaning-

down of a section face along the southern boundary. Post-medieval pottery and glass were 

observed in all the section faces. A series of small pit-like features were exposed under the 

boundary wall along the east side. They all contained animal bone. 

In June eleven trenches tested the site. Three trenches on the south side of the demolished 

boundary wall in the Porchfield yielded evidence to suggest that a foundation trench had been 

excavated, into which the wall was constructed; the ground was afterwards filled in, on the south 

side, with stone in which 19th-century pottery was found. Evidence for the remains of a north–

south property boundary within the site was not revealed. Features found in Trench 7a and 

Trench 8 may have represented vestiges of garden features marked on the first-edition 6-inch OS 

map. Although darker clay was observed in Trench 4, it was not possible to identify it as the 

bottom level of a ditch as the streaks were discontinuous and separated from each other. There 

were no archaeological objects in this material. Remains of two pits were present in Trenches 4 

and 5. While some archaeological features survived the reduction of ground level, they appeared 

to have been the remaining vestiges of features that had been cut down from a higher level, the 

upper levels of which were removed by the ground reduction. There was no evidence for 

structures related either to the settlement of High Street or to St Mary’s Abbey. Significant 

features were not exposed, although it is conceivable that archaeological material was swept 

away when the ground level was reduced. 

A stone shed was examined. Cartographic evidence suggests it was constructed between the 

first-edition 6-inch and the 1909 OS mapping. 

The elevation of the eastern boundary wall was examined. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2010/Meath/0021749/ 

 

 

9. 2018:784 - High Street, Trim, Meath 

Site name: High Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 18E0101 

Author: Rosanne Meenan 

The site is located at the corner of High Street and Abbey Lane, Trim. The proposed extension 

will be located to the east of an existing out-building that stands behind the main house on High 

Street. The main house is recorded in the Record of Protected Structures (reg. no. 14328058). 

The out-building is marked on both editions of Ordnance Survey mapping. 

The ground surface was sealed with a concrete pad which was at a slightly higher level along the 

north side. The remains of a north-south-running concrete-topped wall defined the edge of the 

pad. Three trenches were excavated. 

https://excavations.ie/report/2010/Meath/0021749/


 

 

Along the north side of the site, in Trench 1, garden soil was exposed overlying natural subsoil 

which lay 0.7m below the present ground level on the site. It was shown that the remains of the 

wall lay within and on top of the garden soil; it was of rubble stone construction bonded with 

hard mortar. Archaeological material was not exposed in this trench. 

Along the south side of the site, where Trench 2 was placed, garden soil was also present 

although there was a very high quantity of loose stone contained within it. At the bottom of the 

garden soil a linear east-west running spread of red burnt clay was exposed, approx. 0.4m wide. 

The underlying fill comprised gritty, sandy black material containing animal bone and lenses of 

ash. No artefacts were recovered from this fill. It was interpreted as a possible, medieval 

industrial feature similar to those found by Hayden (257-270) further along High Street to the 

north-east. 

No archaeological material was exposed in Trench 3. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2018/Meath/0029567/ 

 

 

 

10. 2019:245 - Trim Cultural & Arts Centre, High Street, Trim, Meath 

Site name: Trim Cultural & Arts Centre, High Street, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: ME036-048--- Licence number: 19E0573 

Author: Liam Coen c/o Archer Heritage Planning 

Seven trenches and two test-pits were mechanically excavated over a three-day period on a site 

to the rear of St. Patrick’s National School and the Library on High Street, Trim, Co. Meath. The 

upper layers in the trenches produced numerous post-medieval and modern pottery sherds with 

glass and brick fragments clearly dating these modern deposits. The principal features of 

archaeological interest comprised a peaty clay deposit, first encountered in Trenches 1 and 2. 

Due to the deep nature of the trenches no close investigation could be made of the relationship 

between the deposit F1 and the wall F2 and drain F3 encountered in Trench 2. A ditch 

containing a similar deposit was encountered in the neighbouring excavations for the 

construction of the Library (Walsh 1991) and the excavator interpreted that ditch as pre-dating 

the Anglo-Norman occupation of the site. Pending further excavations this may be the case here 

also. 

The wall F2 and drain F3 were encountered in Trenches 2 and 7. The wall F2, measuring 0.95-

1.2m in width, was orientated north-east/south-west, roughly parallel with High Street. The 

drain was bonded into the south-eastern side of the wall and had a width of 0.8-1m with a 

minimum internal depth of 0.5m from the bottom of the capstone (drain cavity not bottomed). 

The wall F2 and drain F3 were sealed by post-medieval layers but no secure dating evidence 

was found associated with these features. A wall of similar large dimensions (ibid, p.45,) was 

also encountered in the neighbouring excavations for the construction for the Library. A sherd of 

medieval cooking ware dated that wall from the Library excavation but it is unclear from the 

plans in the report whether this can be connected to the wall F2 from this excavation. The form, 

dimensions, depth below the surface and absence of associated post-medieval/modern finds 

suggests F2 and F3 are medieval in date. 

To the north-west of these features in Trench 3 lay a possible ditch or pit of at least 2.1m in 

depth, F4 (not bottomed). No datable material was identified from this feature. To the north-east, 

https://excavations.ie/report/2018/Meath/0029567/


 

 

in Trench 4, another deep cavity of at least 3.5m (not bottomed) below the current surface was 

identified. Again no datable material was obtained from this feature. Elsewhere, the absence of 

pottery or glass in deposits from low levels has been suggestive of a medieval date. This may be 

the case in F4/Trench 4. However, the adjacent excavations for the Library also revealed a 

possible quarry pit, F29 (ibid. pp. 43-44) of post-medieval date, and this may explain this deep 

feature here. 

Two post-medieval walls were identified in this excavation, F5 in Trench 5 and F6 in Trench 6. 

The wall F5 appears to be marked on the 1st Edition OS map while the wall F6 was built 

directly on top of wall F2 and drain F3 and was c. 0.6m below the surface. Brick fragments were 

discovered on top of drain F3 in Trench 7, at the same level as the base of wall F6, and further 

support its posited post-medieval date. An east-west orientated ditch, c. 2.3m wide, was 

encountered in Trench 5 but is deemed non-archaeological. 

A further wall, F7, was encountered in Trench 8. The wall was exposed for 3 or 4 courses and 

bonded with grey gritty lime mortar. The maximum extent was exposed for 1.3m in length, 0.6m 

in height and had a minimum width of 0.8m. By form, dimensions and level in the ground it 

bears similarities to the wall F2 identified in Trenches 2 and 7. However, the two walls (F2/F7) 

weren’t on the same alignment. No firm datable evidence was identified, however when 

compared with stratigraphy elsewhere and similarities in form and dimensions of the other 

features one could assume that wall F7 may be medieval in date. 

During the course of excavating the trenches a metal detector was used to scan the removed 

spoil to aid finds retrieval. No archaeological artifacts were retrieved in the course of metal-

detecting. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2019/Meath/0028855/ 

 

 

11. 2019:602 - Trim Cultural & Arts Centre, High Street, Townparks, Trim, 

Meath 

Site name: Trim Cultural & Arts Centre, High Street, Townparks, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: ME036-048--- Licence number: 19E0573 ext. 

Author: Liam Coen, c/o Archer Heritage 

An archaeological test excavation was carried out on a site located to the rear of the existing 

Trim Library and the (disused) St Patrick’s National School on High Street, Trim. The original 

excavation took place on 18–20 September 2019, under licence 19E0573 and 19R0203, and 

revealed, amongst others, a large north-east/south-west-running wall with abutting drain to the 

rear of St Patrick’s National School and another substantial north-east/south-west-running wall 

along a slightly different alignment to the rear of the Library. These features are considered to be 

medieval in date primarily due to their form, dimensions and depth below current ground level 

despite the lack of explicit associated dating material. 

This test-excavation, under an extension to the original licence, concerns the mechanical 

excavation under archaeological supervision of extra cuttings to investigate further these 

features and any possible relationship between them. It took place over 12-13 December 2019 

and revealed that the medieval wall with abutting drain continues towards the rear of the Library 

while the small section face of wall uncovered to the rear of the Library is of similar dimensions 

and turns under the existing property boundary at a right angle and continues under the existing 

boundary towards High Street. 

https://excavations.ie/report/2019/Meath/0028855/


 

 

During the course of excavating the trenches a metal detector was used to scan the removed 

spoil placed adjacent to the trenches to aid finds retrieval. No archaeological artefacts were 

retrieved in the course of metal-detecting the spoil during the excavation. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2019/Meath/0029756/ 

 

 

Zone 5 
12. 2010:539 – Blackfriary, Trim, Meath 

Site name: Blackfriary, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: ME036–021 Licence number: C420; E4127 

Author: Finola O’Carroll, CRDS Ltd, Greenanstown, Stamullen, Co. Meath. 

Excavations at the Black Friary (or Dominican friary) at Trim were undertaken in what is 

intended to be the first season in a programme of work aimed at uncovering the below ground 

remains of the friary. The work was undertaken as a teaching excavation for the Irish 

Archaeological Field School (IAFS). Excavations were carried out over a four-week period in 

June and a second four-week period in August. 

 

The site today is 2ha of neglected ground with heavily overgrown areas of masonry in the 

western half, now in rough grass, surrounded on all sides by housing. The western half is 

slightly higher than the eastern and is separated from it by a double bank and ditch which turns 

west to enclose the northern end of the friary. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2010/Meath/0021747/ 

 
13. 2011:501 – Blackfriary, Trim, Meath 

Site name: Blackfriary, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: C420; E4127 

Author: Finola O’Carroll 

Excavations at the Black or Dominican Friary at Trim were undertaken for the second season in 

a programme of work aimed at uncovering the below-ground remains of the friary. The work 

was undertaken as a teaching excavation for the Irish Archaeological Field School (IAFS). 

Excavations were carried out over a sixteen-week period from May to September. 

The site today is 2ha of neglected ground with heavily overgrown areas of masonry in the 

western half, now in rough grass, surrounded on all sides by housing. The western half is 

slightly higher than the eastern and is separated from it by a double bank and ditch, which turns 

west to enclose the northern end of the friary. 

The friary was founded by Geoffrey de Geneville, lord of Trim, in 1263 (Potterton 2005, 319). 

He spent his final years at the friary and was buried there in 1314. The friary was suppressed in 

1540, with the church, cloister, chancel and other properties being sold to the bishop of Meath. 

Much of the building stone was sold during the 18th century. Resistivity and topographic 

surveys carried out prior to excavation in 2010 indicated that the remains of the principal 

buildings and the cloister can still be discerned below ground. Excavations carried out under the 

direction of Matt Seaver of CRDS in 2008 (Excavations 2008, no. 987, E2398) in the laneway 

which forms the western perimeter of the site uncovered the remains of burials, potentially up to 

eleven inhumations, though they were considerably disturbed (Seaver et al. 2009); it is believed 

that this area constituted part of the cemetery of the Black Friary, which would probably have 

extended westwards between the south wall of the church and the town wall forming the 

southern boundary to the site. 

Two cuttings were opened in the 2010 season, each in the area of what is believed to be the 

church (Excavations 2010, no. 539). Both were focused on large pieces of collapsed masonry. 

https://excavations.ie/report/2019/Meath/0029756/
https://excavations.ie/report/2010/Meath/0021747/


 

 

During the 2011 season a further three cuttings were opened. One, 16m x 8m, extended from 

within the nave of the church, across the line of its northern wall, the adjoining ambulatory, the 

southern wall of the cloister and into the cloister garth. This cutting revealed the extensive 

nature of the dismantling of the church during the 18th century, when it was effectively used as 

a quarry to build Georgian Trim. The northern wall of the church was removed to foundation 

level, except where an ossuary had been constructed into the wall, containing the disarticulated 

remains of disturbed burials, presumably from among the burials inserted into the church floor 

but possibly also from the graveyard proper. It appeared that an intact burial had been placed on 

the collection of bones within the ossuary as a final burial, but this had been disturbed during the 

dismantling of the north wall of the church, at which point the destructive work stopped and the 

ossuary was not disturbed further. It is intended to fully excavate this in the coming season. It is 

also apparent that the nave of the church was extensively used for burial and these burials will 

be examined in the 2012 season. 

The south wall of the cloister was uncovered and, apart from its capping stones, was reasonably 

intact. Like the walls of the church, it was made of undressed limestone blocks and stood 0.35–

0.4m high without its capping. A further two small cuttings, each 5m x 5m, were opened to trace 

the line of this wall, and the second cutting revealed the south-west corner of the cloister. 

Damaged but beautifully worked limestone pillars and arches, probably of Portland stone, which 

formed the cloister arcade, were found in all three cuttings. These had been reused as a rough 

path in the south-west corner. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2011/Meath/0022778/ 

14. 2013:431 - Blackfriary, Trim, Meath 

Site name: Blackfriary, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: E4129, C420 

Author: Finola O’Carroll 

This interim report details the second, third and fourth seasons of excavation at Black Friary, 

Blackfriary townland in Trim Co, Meath which took place in 2011‐2013. The excavations at 

Black Friary, a Dominican Friary founded in 1263, which is in the ownership of the County 

Council and is a monument protected by Preservation Order (No. 4 of 1972) under the National 

Monuments Acts, were carried out under ministerial consent issued to Trim Town Council. 

Two surveys were carried out prior to any excavations taking place. A geophysical survey of the 

site was undertaken by Ian Elliott of IGAS Ltd over the entire site (licence R223). The results of 

this work were somewhat hampered by the amount of metalliferous debris scattered over the site 

as a result of periodic episodes of illegal dumping. A topographical survey was carried out by 

Niall Lynch for IAFS Ltd which covered approximately 60% of the area occupied by the 

buildings of the friary. This showed quite clearly that the remains of the friary buildings can be 

discerned sub‐surface and informed the placement of the cuttings. In 2013 the topographical 

survey was extended by Ian Elliott to cover the entirety of the site which is in local authority 

ownership. This includes the remainder of the area presumed to be within the original friary 

precinct, now amounting to almost three acres (1.12ha) and the area to the north and east of this 

which may have been cultivated to provide food for the community. 

Two cuttings were opened during the first season in 2010. Both centred on visible pieces of 

collapsed masonry and were within what is believed to be the church. The remains of in 

situ walls were uncovered, believed to form part of a belfry tower adjoining the church on its 

north side. In 2011 Cutting 3 was opened to the west of Cutting 1, and north of Cutting 2. The 

south wall of the cloister, with part of the cloister garth to the north and its ambulatory to the 

south, together with the remains of the north wall of the church and part of the nave, were 

exposed. Two further cuttings (4 and 5), were opened to follow the cloister wall and exposed a 

further part of the south wall and the south-west corner of the cloister with its associated 

buttress. 

https://excavations.ie/report/2011/Meath/0022778/


 

 

In 2012 work continued in Cutting 3, focusing particularly on the excavation of human remains 

within the nave and cloister garth and ambulatory. Two more cuttings, 6 and 7, were opened to 

uncover the north-east and north-west corners of the cloister respectively. 

In 2013 a further three cuttings, 8, 9 and 10, were opened, and Cuttings 2, 5 and 7 were 

extended. The south wall of the church was uncovered in Cuttings 2 and 10; the inner corner of 

the west and north ranges was located in Cutting 7 and the west wall of the cloister was exposed 

in Cuttings 5ext and 8. Cutting 9 contained what has been interpreted as the base of a column, 

and this may be part of an arcade separating the nave from a south aisle, a feature which may 

have been a later addition. Also in Cutting 9 a robbed-out trench was excavated. This may have 

been a foundation trench for the west wall of the church, but if so, it poses some interpretative 

difficulties. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2013/Meath/0024216/ 
 

Outside of all zones, but of interest 

15. 2012:478 - Townparks South, Trim, Meath 

Site name: Townparks South, Trim 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: ME036-048 Licence number: 12E0069 

Author: Aidan O’Connell 

Testing was carried out at Wellington Place, Trim, Co. Meath on March 12, 2012. The proposed 

development involves the retention and renovation of an existing building and the erection of a 

new house on the site. The site lies within the zone of archaeological potential for Trim and a 

previous desktop assessment identified the line of a possible burgage plot boundary within the 

site. A total of 4 trenches amounting to 53 linear meters of test trenches were excavated across 

the site. Topsoil ranged in depth from 0.5 1.2m. Subsoil consisted of a grey/brown gravel. No 

archaeological objects were collected from the trenches. A single archaeological feature was 

recorded, the boundary ditch highlighted in the desktop assessment. This is located 0.5m below 

the existing ground surface and will be preserved in situ below the existing building and the 

garden plot to the rear. 

- https://excavations.ie/report/2012/Meath/0023513/ 
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McAfee, P; Stone Buildings; (O’Brien, Dublin, 1998) 

Pavia, S & Bolton, J Stone, Brick & Mortar; (Wordwell, Bray, 

2000) 
 

Schofield. J; Lime in Building: A Practical Guide; 3rd 

Ed. (Black Dog Press, 2007) 

 
Wingate, M; Small Scale Lime Burning; (Intermediate 
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English Heritage Directory of Building Limes; (Donhead, 

1997) 

 

Historic Scotland Technical Advice Note 1: Preparation 
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Suppliers of Lime Putty 

 

Lochplace Building Conservation 

The Forge, Inishannon, 
Co. Cork 

Tel: 021 4776677 

http://www.lochplace.com 
 

The Traditional Lime Company 

Rath, Shillelough Road, 

Tulow, Co. Carlow 

Tel: 059 9151750 
http://www.traditionallime.com 

http://www.lochplace.com/
http://www.traditionallime.com/


 

 

 

 

Clogrennane Lime Limited, 

Clogrennane, 
Co. Carlow. 

Tel: 059 9131811 

http://www.irishlime.com 
 

Stoneware Studios 

Pillmore, Youghal, 

Co. Cork 
Tel: 024 90117 

http://www.stonewarestudios.com 

http://www.irishlime.com/
http://www.stonewarestudios.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix Six 

THE BURRA CHARTER 



A-E04 A-E04 A-E04 A-E05 

 

 

 

    
A-E01 A-E01 A-I01 A-I01 DETAIL 

 
 

    
A-E02 A-E02 A-I02 A-I02 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A-E03 A-E03 A-E04 A-E04 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION A-E08 FROM SOUTH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TRIM TOWN WALLS 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

 
ZONE 1 

SECTION A 
SHEET 1 OF 6 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Hotel 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A-I02 

A-I03 
 

A-I04 

A-I05 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Talbot Castle     NANGLE CASTLE 
(in ruins) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A-E08 

A-E10 

A-E09 A-I11 

A-I10 

A-I09 

A-E07 

A-I08 A-E06 

A-E05 
A-I07 

A-E04 
A-I06 

A-E03 

A-E02 

A-E01 
A-I01 

 



A-E04 A-E04 A-E04 A-E05 

 

 

    



A-E07 A-E07 A-E07 A-E07 

 

 

 

    
A-E05 A-E05 A-E05 A-E05 

 
 

    
A-E05 A-E05 A-E06 A-E07 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A-E07 A-E07 A-E07 A-E07 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION A-E05 FROM NORTH EAST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRIM TOWN WALLS 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

 
ZONE 1 

SECTION A 
SHEET 2 OF 6 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Hotel 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

A-I02 

A-I03 
 

A-I04 

A-I05 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Talbot Castle     NANGLE CASTLE 
(in ruins) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A-E08 

A-E10 

A-E09 A-I11 

A-I10 

A-I09 

A-E07 

A-I08 A-E06 

A-E05 
A-I07 

A-E04 
A-I06 

A-E03 

A-E02 

A-E01 
A-I01 

 



A-E07 A-E07 A-E07 A-E07 

 

 

    



A-E09 A-E09 A-E09 A-E09 

 

 

 

    
A-E07 A-E07 A-I07-AE10 A-E08 

 
 

    
A-E08 A-E08 A-E09 A-E09 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A-E09 A-E09 A-E09 A-E09 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION A-E09 SHEEP GATE FROM 

EAST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRIM TOWN WALLS 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

 
ZONE 1 

SECTION A 

SHEET 3 OF 6 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Hotel 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

A-I02 

A-I03 
 

A-I04 

A-I05 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Talbot Castle     NANGLE CASTLE 
(in ruins) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A-E08 

A-E10 

A-E09 A-I11 

A-I10 

A-I09 

A-E07 

A-I08 A-E06 

A-E05 
A-I07 

A-E04 
A-I06 

A-E03 

A-E02 

A-E01 
A-I01 

 



A-E09 A-E09 A-E09 A-E09 

 

 

    



A-I02 A-I02 A-I02 A-I03 

 

 

 

    
A-E09 Interior A-E09 Interior A-E09 Detail A-E09 

 
 

    
A-E09 A-E09 A-E09 Detail A-E10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A-E10 A-E10 A-E10 A-E10 Interpretation panel 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHEEP GATE FROM SOUTH WEST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TRIM TOWN WALLS 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

 
ZONE 1 

SECTION A 
SHEET 4 OF 6 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Hotel 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

A-I02 

A-I03 
 

A-I04 

A-I05 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Talbot Castle     NANGLE CASTLE 
(in ruins) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A-E08 

A-E10 

A-E09 A-I11 

A-I10 

A-I09 

A-E07 

A-I08 A-E06 

A-E05 
A-I07 

A-E04 
A-I06 

A-E03 

A-E02 

A-E01 
A-I01 

 



A-I02 A-I02 A-I02 A-I03 

 

 

    



A-I10 A-I10 A-I10 A-I10 

 

 

 

    
A-I03 A-I04 A-I06 A-I06 

 
 

    
A-I06 A-I06 A-I07 A-I07 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A-I07 A-I08 A-I08 A-I08 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TRIM TOWN WALLS 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

 
ZONE 1 

SECTION A 
SHEET 5 OF 6 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Hotel 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

A-I02 

A-I03 
 

A-I04 

A-I05 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Talbot Castle     NANGLE CASTLE 
(in ruins) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A-E08 

A-E10 

A-E09 A-I11 

A-I10 

A-I09 

A-E07 

A-I08 A-E06 

A-E05 
A-I07 

A-E04 
A-I06 

A-E03 

A-E02 

A-E01 
A-I01 

 



A-I10 A-I10 A-I10 A-I10 

 

 

    



 

 

 

    
A-I10 A-I10 A-I11 A-I11 

 
 

    
A-I11 A-I11 A-I11 A-I11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A-I11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHEEP GATE FROM NORTH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TRIM TOWN WALLS 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

 
ZONE 1 

SECTION A 
SHEET 6 OF 6 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Hotel 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A-I02 

A-I03 
 

A-I04 

A-I05 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Talbot Castle     NANGLE CASTLE 
(in ruins) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A-E08 

A-E10 

A-E09 A-I11 

A-I10 

A-I09 

A-E07 

A-I08 A-E06 

A-E05 
A-I07 

A-E04 
A-I06 

A-E03 

A-E02 

A-E01 
A-I01 

 



 

 

 

    
B-E01 B-E01 B-E02 B-E03 

 
 

    
B-E03 B-E03 B-E03 B-E03 

 

 

    
B-E03 B-E04 B-E04 B-E04 B-E04 

 

 

    



 

 

B-E04 B-E04 B-E04 B-E04 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B-E01, CASTLE STREET, FROM EAST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TRIM TOWN WALLS 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

 
ZONE 2 

SECTION B 

SHEET 1 OF 2 

 
 
 
 

B-I01 
 

 
Medical Centre 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Parish
Office 

B-E03 
B-E02 

B-E04 

B-E01 

B-I03 
B-I02 



 

 

 

    
B-E01 B-E01 B-E02 B-E03 

 
 

    
B-E03 B-E03 B-E03 B-E03 

 

 

   
B-E03 B-E04 B-E04 B-E04 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B-E01, CASTLE STREET, FROM EAST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TRIM TOWN WALLS 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
ZONE 2 

SECTION B 
SHEET 2 OF 2 

 
 
 
 

B-I01 
 

 
Medical Centre 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parish 
Office 

B-E03 
B-E02 

B-E04 

B-E01 

B-I03 
B-I02 



 

 

 

    
C-E01 HARDWARE STORE C-E02 C-E02 C-E02 

 
 

    
C-I01 C-I02 C-I02 C-I02 

 

 

 
C-I02 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRIM TOWN WALLS 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

 
ZONE 3 

SECTION C 
SHEET 1 OF 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C-I01 
 
 
 
 

C-E01 
C-E02 

C-I02 



 

 

 

    
D-E07 D-E07 D-E07 D-E03 

 
 

    
D-E03 D-E04 D-E04 D-E05 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
D-E06 D-E06 GATES D-I04 D-I07 

 

 



 

 

   
D-I07 D-I08 D-I11 

SECTION D-E07 FROM NORTH 

D-I11 

D-I10 
D-E06 

 

D-E05 
 

 

D-E03 
 

D-E02 

D-I07 

D-I06 

D-I05 

D-I04 

D-I03 

D-I02 

D-E01 

TRIM TOWN WALLS 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 

ZONE 3 
SECTION D 

SHEET 1 OF 1 

D-I01 

D-E04 

D-I08 

D-I09 

D-E07 



 

 

 

    
E-E01 E-I02 E-I03 E-I04 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION E FROM NORTH EAST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E-I04 
 
 

E-E01 
 

E-I02 

E-I01 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TRIM TOWN WALLS 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

 
ZONE 3 

SECTION E 

SHEET 1 OF 1 

E-I03 



 

 

 

    
F-E01 F-E01 F-E01 F-E01 

 
 

  
F-E01 F-I01 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

F-E01 FROM SOUTH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TRIM TOWN WALLS 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

 
ZONE 3 

SECTION F 
SHEET 1 OF 1 

F-I01 F-E01 



G-E05 G-E06 G-E06 G-E06 

 

 

 

    
G-E02 G-E02 G-E02 G-E02 

 
 

    
G-E02 G-E02 G-E02 G-E02 

 

 

    
G-E03 G-E04 G-E04 DETAIL G-E04 DETAIL 

 

 

D-E05-6 FROM NORTH EAST 

G-E04 

G-E05 

G-E06 

G-E03 

G-I05 

G-I04 
 

G-I07 

G-E01 

TRIM TOWN WALLS 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 

ZONE 4 
SECTION G 

SHEET 1 OF 3 

G-I01 

G-I02 

G-I03 
G-E02 

G-I06 

G-E07 



G-E05 G-E06 G-E06 G-E06 

 

 

    



G-I02 G-I02 G-I03 G-I03 

 

 

 

    
G-E07 G-E07 G-E07 G-I01 

 
 

    
G-I01 G-I02 G-I02 G-I02 

 

 

    
G-I02 G-I02 G-I02 G-I02 

 

 

G-E07 FROM EAST 

G-E04 

G-E05 

G-E06 

G-E03 

G-I05 

G-I04 
 

G-I07 

G-E01 

TRIM TOWN WALLS 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 

ZONE 4 
SECTION G 

SHEET 2 OF 3 

G-I01 

G-I02 

G-I03 G-E02 

G-I06 

G-E07 



G-I02 G-I02 G-I03 G-I03 

 

 

    



 

 

 

    
G-I03 G-I03 G-I03 G-I04 

 
 

    
G-I05 G-I06 G-I06 G-I06 

 

 

   
G-I06 G-I07 G-I07 

 

SECTION G-I05-6 FROM EAST 

G-E04 

G-E05 

G-E06 

G-E03 

G-I05 

G-I04 
 

G-I07 

G-E01 

TRIM TOWN WALLS 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 

ZONE 4 
SECTION G 

SHEET 3 OF 3 

G-I01 

G-I02 

G-I03 G-E02 

G-I06 

G-E07 
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