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Project Manager’s Message

Hello everyone and welcome to the
April 2024 edition of the Walled
Town Crier.

We were saddened this month to hear of
the untimely death of Mark Lusby, our
longstanding Derry representative. We
have a tribute to Mark in this issue.

In our regular ‘Getting to know... feature,
we’re getting to know Kildare town, with an
article contributed by our Kildare town rep,
Tom Mc Cutcheon.

There’s also a brief overview of our new
IWTN Strategy 2024-2028.

IWTN Members and friends at the IWTN AGM 2024 in the Swift Cultural Centre, Trim on 21 March. Image: Barry Cronin Photographer.

In our ‘News and Updates’ section, we have
an update on three recent IWTN events as
well as a Save the Date for our upcoming
festivals and events training day and a
number of other items that may be of
interest to members.

[ hope you enjoy the latest issue of the
Walled Town Crier.

Warmest Regards,

Eimear
Eimear O’Connell,
IWTN Project Manager



Remembering Mark Lusby

We were all in the IWTN shocked and
saddened to learn of the unexpected
death of Mark Lusby on 4th April. A
member of the network from the early
days, and founder of the Friends of the
Derry Walls, Mark was a passionate
advocate for the heritage of his native
city and a true believer in the value of
the IWTN as a network.

Mark Lusby. Image: Friends of the Derry Walls

Tributes in the Derry Journal and on BBC
Radio Foyle make clear how deeply involved
Mark was with heritage projects in Derry and
how well-respected he was within the city.

IWTN members recalled his generosity

in sharing his extensive knowledge, his
enthusiasm and his genuine interest in other
people. As one member remarked, “you’d
always look forward to seeing Mark at an
event”.

Mark’s contribution to the IWTN was always
hugely valued and will be sorely missed.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.


https://www.derryjournal.com/news/people/funeral-of-respected-derry-built-heritage-activist-mark-lusby-to-take-place-on-saturday-4579647
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m001xvks?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1PFi2vMteVqt08QL5QXV1W6kgC7Qq0X-CT20JN4DaZahSImmY4spVBuBU_aem_AX-UawysNzRx5WhKHogK5OcwGoMFRQ4dHVTUjoqrAyl5CBWQ8QBEZgJZtewvhH2zsXSm_OgwNDh6A-G2q5sqB_Aw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m001xvks?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1PFi2vMteVqt08QL5QXV1W6kgC7Qq0X-CT20JN4DaZahSImmY4spVBuBU_aem_AX-UawysNzRx5WhKHogK5OcwGoMFRQ4dHVTUjoqrAyl5CBWQ8QBEZgJZtewvhH2zsXSm_OgwNDh6A-G2q5sqB_Aw

Getting to Know Kildare

Nestled between the ancient plains

of the Curragh and bounded by a
series of hills, including Grange Hill,
Dunmurry Hill and the Hill of Allen,
lies one of Ireland’s oldest towns:
Kildare. Tom McCutcheon, IWTN Town
Representative for Kildare and Kildare
Town Heritage Centre Manager, has
Kkindly put together the following text
so that we can all get to know Kildare a
little better.

The original name of the town was Druim Craig
meaning “Ridge of Clay,” a feature well-known
to travellers on the ancient Slighe Dala, but
when St Brigid built her church and monastic
site here in the 5th Century the name changed
to Cill Dara (Church of the Oak).

On the site of St Brigid’s monastery lies the
base of what was an ancient firehouse, which
is said to house an inextinguishable flame
tended by female priestess in pre-Christian
times and later adopted by St Brigid. Giraladus
Cambrensis in the 12th Century stated in his
History and Topography of Ireland that “In
Kildare in Leinster, which glories Brigid has
made famous, there are many miracles worthy
of being remembered. And the first of them
that occurs to one is the fire of Brigid which
they say, is inextinguishable”.

This flame was kept burning for hundreds of
years after the death of St Brigid until it was
extinguished by the Normans in 16th Century.
It was later re-lit in 1993 and the Flame is kept
alive now in “Solas Bhride” just outside the
town.



Brigid was born around 450 AD to a chieftain,
Dubhtach of the Fothairt clan. There is a strong
tradition in Kildare to say she was born at
Ummeras a few miles outside of town though
she is also linked to Faughart in Co. Louth and
the area around the Hill of Croghan in Offaly.

There are clear pagan connections and
traditions linked to the story of Brigid, but it is
Brigid the Christian Saint that brought fame to
Kildare. She received the veil from Bishop Mac
Caille on Croghan Hill in County Offaly and
shortly afterwards arrived in Kildare where
she set up a small wooden church, which
developed into one of the most important
monastic sites in the country.

St Brigid was not only a charismatic leader but
an innovator who created perhaps the first
dual monastery in Ireland that housed both
monks and nuns on the same site. St Brigid
died in 524 and this year 2024 marks the 1500th
anniversary of her passing.

The town of Kildare grew around this dual
monastery and as early as the 7th Century was
described by Cogitosus (who wrote the life of
Brigid) as a vast urban centre where Pilgrims
were welcome and plentiful. It became a

Kildare Cathedral and Round Tower. Image:
Markiemcg1 via Wikimedia Commons. The present
day cathedral was heavily rebuilt in the 19th
century from the 13th-century ruin, itself likely
built on the remains of the 6th-century church.
The round tower, likewise, is largely 12th-
century in date, likely building on 6th-century
fabric, with a crenellated parapet added in the
18th century.

place of learning and craft, and it is said that
Gaelic Chieftains sent their children there to
be educated. But its power and success also
attracted unwanted attention which led to

38 recorded attacks on the town between 710
and 1155AD - at least 15 of those by Vikings.
There were also several attacks by the Irish
themselves who sought to diminish the power
of Kildare. One notable attack was in 1135 AD
when Art Mac Murrough raided Kildare killing
170 inhabitants and carrying off the Abbess of
Kildare, whom he gave in marriage to one of his
followers.

With the arrival of the Normans in 1169 we see
the character of the town change dramatically
with the building of the stone Cathedral on

the site of the early Christian monastery, three
great Abbeys, a Castle and the strengthening of
the town defences.


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kildare_-_Kildare_Cathedral_-_20220922115505.jpg

There are documentary references to Kildare
being a walled town with considerable outer
fortifications. One of the greatest sources we
have available to us is a survey by Emerson in
1674 which describes four gates and names
three of them; the presence of gates, of course,
indicated walls or fortifications connecting
them. There was Clare Gate on Claregate St.
named supposedly after Richard de Clare

- Strongbow; Ellis Gate on Nugent St; an
unidentified Gate on Bride Street and White
Gate Somewhere near the lane between the
Courthouse and Beechgrove House on the
north side of the street.

The establishment of the Black Abbey
(Knights Hospitaller) before 1212, Grey Abbey
(Franciscans) in 1254 & the White Abbey
(Carmelites) in 1290 cemented Kildare as one
of the key Monastic Centres of Ireland. These
Abbeys were named after the colour of the
habits of the monks or friars that established
and ran them.

The town flourished as a religious centre
right up until the 16th Century when the
monasteries were supressed by Henry VIII in
1539. The abbeys suffered different fates. The
Grey Abbey was burned by the O’Connors

in 1540 and although the friars returned for
a time, they had all but vanished by 1730.

The Black Abbey which formed part of the
estates of the great Irish hero Patrick Sarsfield
eventually fell into ruin. The Carmelites (of
the White Abbey) kept a hold in Kildare, later
building a church and school, and in 1890
built the Gothic style church which is still in
operation today.

But the once great religious centre of Kildare
had diminished in importance within Ireland.
The town defences weren’t maintained to a
high degree leaving only scant evidence of
their presence today.

THE WALLED TOWN OF KILDARE
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Map of the walled town of Kildare in the late-15th/early-16th
century. Image: Kildare Town Heritage Centre.

The Black Abbey today. Image: Tom McCutcheon.

The White Abbey today. Image: Tom McCutcheon.



There were other factors that contributed to
the demise of this great centre of learning and
commerce in the late Middle Ages:

e Kildare lay outside the main routes
connecting Dublin to Munster as most
people preferred the safer route through
Nass and Kilcullen which were inside the
English Pale

e The Industrial implications of the lack of
water that was needed to drive the Mills and
act as a mode of transport for goods and
services meant that Kildare was bypassed
by important Commercial entities.

e Being outside the Pale also meant that
Kildare lost its administrative functions to
Naas.

e Lack of population. In1674 records show
fifteen cabins on the Earl of Kildare’s estate
and just 7 houses and two small dwellings in
the suburb west of Claregate street.

e The power base of the FitzGeralds had
shifted to Kilkea in the south and Maynooth
in the north of the county.

View of Kildare from the North, c.1794 by William Beauford.
Image supplied by Tom McCutcheon.

Over the 18th and 19th centuries Kildare
survived as a small service centre but showed
few signs of major growth or prosperity.
Nevertheless, when the road from Naas to
Maryborough was turnpiked in 1731 it meant
that Kildare was once again on the main road
from Dublin to the southwest.In 1784 it became
a post -town and the mail coach with some
other traffic was its main trade.

By 1790 the Coffee Rooms - Turf Club was
founded in the town and the connection

with the horse racing industry was forever
forged. Later the arrival of the railway and the
military both helped to increase the residential
population in the town. With easy access

to the capital people were more inclined to
settle once again in the area. Employment was
boosted through the establishment of Magee
Barracks which assisted greatly in improving
the infrastructure of the Town. Although

there were positive movements in the Town’s
fortunes over the following century it was
never to gain the same prominence it once had.

Image caption: Club House (Turf Club) Image: Courtesy of
Frank Goodwin & Cill Dara Historical Society.



Kildare Town today

If you happen to take a stroll around Kildare
town today, you will witness a town that
once again is on the rise. The combination
of excellent eateries, abundance of heritage
sites to explore together with a whole host of
other attractions such as: the Irish National
Stud & Gardens, Kildare Village, Ireland’s
Tallest Accessible Round Tower, Newbridge
Silverware, the Curragh Racecourse (to name
but a few) has attracted a new set of people
to the town in the form of national and
international tourists.

2024 represents a special year for the town

and county as it marks the 1500th anniversary
of the death of St Brigid. To commemorate/
celebrate this, a whole host of events and
projects have been organised under the banner
Brigid1500. In the first months of this year
more than 50 events have taken place and have
brought large numbers of visitors to Kildare
which has boosted the local economy. The
events range from:

Image caption: St. Brigid Mural by Mr Copy. Image: Tom

McCutcheon. . .
e Pilgrimages

e Fire processions.

e ArtTrails

e Amazing Concerts

e Walking Tours

e Launch of the Book of Kildare

e 2 New Murals depicting the Saint.
e Family Medieval Day

e Hosting of St Brigid’s relic at the Parish
Church and so much more.

Butit doesn’t stop there as more projects and
event will take place throughout the year.

Kildare is well on its way moving from a proud
history to a bright future.

Text by Tom McCutcheon. References: Kildare
Footprints by Mario Corrigan (2015) & Irish
Historic Town Atlas No.I: Kildare by JH Andrews
(Royal Irish Academy,1986). Barry Cronin
Photographer.



IWTN Strategy 2024-2028

The new IWTN Strategy 2024-2028 was
launched at our AGM in Trim on 21
March.

In launching the Strategy, Virginia Teehan,
CEO of the Heritage Council, paid tribute to

the achievements of the network since its
foundation in 2005 and noted the importance
of continuing to work towards sustainable
heritage-led regeneration in our urban centres.

The Strategy sets out fifteen strategic goals
for the network over the five year period:
under the thematic headings of Connection,
Conservation and Regeneration.

It will be implemented via an annual action
plan, agreed by the membership at the
network AGM each year.

The Strategy document - which also contains
an overview of the conservation audit carried
outin 2022-2023 - is available to read or
download here.


https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/IWTN-Strategy-2024-2028.pdf

News and Updates

AGM 2024

The IWTN AGM 2024 took place in Trim on 21 March,
with 33 members in attendance, representing 22
towns. Those in attendance were treated to a tour

of some of Trim’s surviving defences with Finola
O’Carroll, Blackfriary Archaeology Field School, and a
visit to Trim Castle, facilitated by the OPW.

Stakeholder Forum:
Managing Vegetation on
Historic Masonry

A stakeholder forum to discuss the management
of vegetation on historic masonry took place

in Athenry on 11 April. This was a joint initiative
of the IWTN and the GLAS Traditional Farm
Buildings programme and included members

of the archaeology, built heritage and ecology
communities from across the island of Ireland.
Following an indoor workshop at the Raheen
Woods Hotel, participants braved the rain to
visit a section of Athenry town walls where they

IWTN Pocket Forests had the opportunity to inspect the wall flora
WOl'kShOp fOl' and the lime mortar in great detail. The forum is

. intended as a first step towards the production
National Tree Week o

of best practice guidance.

A very enjoyable workshop on planting
Pocket Forests using the Miyawaki
method took place in Buttevant on 8
March. We had great attendance on the
day and great enthusiasm for increasing
urban biodiversity.




Town Centre First

Town Centre First plans for the initial round
of selected towns have now been published -
including one for New Ross. IWTN members
Athenry, Carrick-on-Suir and Castledermot
have been selected as phase 2 Town Centre
First towns.

Save the
Date!

AnIWTN
Training Day
on the topic of
Sustainability
for Festivals and
Events will take
place in Kildare
on10 June.
Details will be
circulated to all
members.

Ger Walsh, New Ross

Ger Walsh, our longstanding town rep from
New Ross has recently retired. We wish Ger
all the best in her retirement and thank her
for her contribution to the IWTN over the
years.

Members Facebook
Group

An IWTN Members Facebook Group has now
been set up and can be found here. This is
open to IWTN members only and is intended
to make sharing social media content easier,
and to function as a forum for the exchange
of links and ideas that might be of interest.

Social Media

Thanks to everyone as always for sending on

social media content. Please continue to use the
hashtag #IWTN on all network-related posts and

to tag the relevant Heritage Council account:

X @HeritageHubIRE

ﬁ TheHeritageCouncil

@theheritagecouncil


https://www.independent.ie/regionals/wexford/new-ross-news/tributes-paid-to-amazing-co-wexford-council-official/a1030379851.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2082169588821807
https://towncentrefirst.ie/town/new-ross/
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/
https://www.facebook.com/TheHeritageCouncil/
https://twitter.com/HeritageHubIRE
https://www.instagram.com/theheritagecouncil/

Contact Us:

Please do get in touch at
iwtn@heritagecouncil.ie

if you would like us to promote news or
projects happening in your walled town
over the coming months.

www.irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie

OX00

Kildare Castle. This square tower
is the above-ground remains of
Richard de Clare’s 13th-century

castle, at its time one of the most
important castles in Leinster.
Image: Tom McCutcheon.
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