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Introduction

The National Library of Ireland (NLI) houses over five million photographs, which
are an invaluable visual record of the history and culture of Ireland from the 1840s
to the present day.

The collections include work dating back to the earliest photography on the
island, through the work of commercial studios in the 19th and 20th centuries,
to huge archives of photojournalism, as well as themed collections documenting
specific subjects.

These printed items are invaluable today as a means of gaining snapshots of
different periods in Ireland’s social, political, economic and cultural history. Though
transient items, they re sometimes very beautiful to look at, occasionally fascinating
and often a window into the past lives and places of our towns and people.

This booklet was produced as a follow on from a photographic exhibition
curated by Navan & District Historical Society and held in the Solstice Arts Centre
during Heritage Week 2018. Permission kindly granted from The National library.

A large portion of the images contained within this booklet come from the
Lawrence Collection 1870s-1914, which contains approximately 40,000 topographical
glass plate negatives. Since the NLI acquired them in 1943, they have been a hugely
popular collection. The images were produced commercially and capture scenes
throughout Ireland. It is believed that many of the images were taken by one
photographer, Robert French.

A smaller number of images come from the Eason Collection 1900-1939. In the
early 20th century, Eason & Son was a firm specialising in wholesale and retail
books, newspapers, stationery and photographic postcards. The images in this

collection were created for the Irish views postcard trade.



Market Square, Navan

This view of Market Square offers a glimpse into the intricate details of the splendid gas light located next to the
water pump. This area holds historical significance as the former location of the medieval market cross.

The installation of new street lighting proved to be quite expensive. During a meeting of the Navan Urban
District Council in March 1898, John Spicer expressed his belief that 50-60 candle power would be sufficient for
illuminating Market Square. The council members shared the opinion that the lamplighters could effectively
reduce gas wastage by not fully opening the gas valves.

During the UDC meeting on September 16, 1899, the cost of public lighting was reported to be £124.14s.7d.

The streets are currently tranquil, with only a few carts traversing the area. Outside the Printing Works, a
motor car is starting its journey, but it doesn’t attract much attention from onlookers. The car bears a registration

plate indicating its origin as Great Britain (GB).



Watergate Street, Navan

Watergate Street, Navan, a diverse group of citizens gathers outside Hanley’s and Keappock’s shops. Among
them stands an Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) constable, positioned not far from the RIC Barracks (formerly the
old Town Hall). Surrounding the constable are well-dressed young boys and girls, some wearing hats and they
seem to be in high spirits. However, if you observe closely, you'll notice the presence of children from Navan's
less fortunate areas among them. Some of these children are barefooted and without hats and one little girl is
wrapped in a shawl, emphasizing the contrast between the privileged and the underprivileged in the town.

In 1911, an outbreak of scarlet fever and diphtheria struck Barrack Lane. The Medical Officer complained to
the Council about the appalling conditions suffered by the residents. He noted the “sand hole” where six houses
were situated. These houses lacked proper drainage and had sewage flowing on the surface, posing a severe
health hazard to the town’s inhabitants. Given such unsanitary conditions, it comes as no surprise that diseases

like scarlet fever and diphtheria were a common problem.
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Bridge Street, Navan

By 1839, the former Nangle Estate, which had been acquired by the Ludlow family through confiscation and
inheritance, was passed on to the Russell family. The Duke of Bedford held it in trust for his son, Lord John
Russell, who was serving as the Prime Minister during the time of the Famine. The duke’s agents constructed the
Russell Hotel as a gathering place for gentlemen in the county. The hotel’s “Club” was frequented by members
of the Meath Hunt and other sporting gentry.

In 1903, the Russell Hotel was sold as a thriving business. Bidding commenced at £500, and after fierce
competition, Mr. John Spicer emerged as the purchaser with a winning bid of £1029.

In more recent decades, the original Russell Hotel was demolished and replaced by the Newgrange Hotel.



Start of the Rampart Walk, Navan

Spicer’s Mill and Bakery are beautifully mirrored in the tranquil waters of the Boyne Canal, located just a short
distance from Ruxton Bridge. To the right, one can see the beginning of the Rampart Walk, stretching along
the towpath.

This picturesque scene unfolds near the head of the Boyne Navigation, positioned 113 feet above sea level.
The Upper Boyne Navigation, which was completed around 1798-1800, opened a water route connecting the
mills of Navan to the bustling port of Drogheda. This waterborne artery facilitated the transportation of bricks,
coal, timber and other bulky goods between Drogheda and Navan. The barges were guided by ponies walking
along the towpath.



The Fair Green, Navan

The historical significance of Navan as a marketing and manufacturing centre in the 19th and 2oth centuries was
evident by the presence of Dublin butchers trading in the town and using it as their common market, prior to
Smithfield Market. This tradition continued over the years.

According to the Meath Chronicle (13 January 1900) Navan was a thriving market town. The report mentions:

a good supply of livestock and a full attendance of buyers. Business was active, with store-stock being in high
demand and prices being satisfactory. Prime beef was selling at a range of 60/-s to 63/-s per hundredweight,
while second-class beef ranged from 53/-s to 50/-s per hundredweight. Additionally, there was a good supply of
pigs, and there was an active demand for light porkers.

This image captures a view from the Fair Green towards the thatched cottages of Leighsbrook.
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Interior of Saint Mary’s Catholic Church, Navan

Saint Mary’s Catholic Church was constructed in 1839 under the visionary leadership of Reverend Eugene
O'Reilly. This image captures the interior during the late 19th to early 20th century. Edward Smyth Crucifix
(1792) is prominently displayed, it previously adorned the chapel preceding the current Saint Mary’s Church.
Additionally, the photograph reveals the grandeur of the high altar, erected in honour of Dean Anthony Cogan
(1826-1872), a revered historian of the diocese.

The photograph also provides insight into the church’s evolution over time. In 1937, renovations were
undertaken, including the re-flooring of the gallery and the provision of new seating. These improvements were
made possible by a generous bequest from the widow of Paddy (Ducky) Halpin, who wished to honour her
husband’s memory. Paddy Halpin, the former principal of the old primary school on the Fair Green, commonly
known as the Bamba Hall, resided on Railway Street. The contract for these refurbishments was awarded to the
Boyne Furniture Mills, owned by William ‘Bard’ Walsh.



The Historic Weir
and Associated Mills on the Boyne River

Constructed around the mid-1700s, the purpose of the weir was to raise the water level of the River Boyne, this
provided the necessary water-head for the mill wheels. Mills along the river included Byrne’s Mill (later known
as Spicer’s Mill), James Mullen’s Mill, and George Mullen’s Mill (later known as Delaney’s Mill).

Unfortunately, Spicer’s Mill was destroyed by a fire in 1919. The fire was believed to have originated in the
room where the storage battery of the electrical plant was located, possibly due to cable fusion or a short circuit.
Despite efforts by the local fire brigade, the fire rapidly spread and consumed the entire building. The mill
machinery was also heavily damaged due to the intense heat generated by the flames. The fire resulted in the
loss of employment for approximately so workers employed by Spicer & Company.

Mullen’s Mill, on the other hand, was later removed to make way for the Inner Relief Road. However, the Bard

Walsh’s Mill (also known as the Furniture Factory) still stands today and has been converted into apartments.




Trimgate Street, Navan

At the junction with Canon Row, you can see Spicers Meal and Flour Stores, bustling with activity as locals come
and go, purchasing provisions for their households.
The street itself is characterized by its rustic charm, with thatched roofs adorning some of the buildings. The
rough and unpaved surface of the road hints at a time when modern-day traffic was absent, evoking a simpler era.
Amongst the bustling shops and businesses, you’ll find family homes, seamlessly integrated into the fabric of
the community. These houses created a sense of togetherness, with residents enjoying the convenience of living

close to the shops and being an active part of the local economy:.

Market Square, Navan

Slater’s Directory of 1894 gives us a lot of information on the occupants of the shops located on Trimgate Street
and Market Square. John Bennett, a confectioner and tobacconist offers sweet treats and tobacco delights to
the townsfolk. Meanwhile, Patrick McEvoy, a grocer and spirit dealer, thrives in Market Square, serving the
community with a variety of goods.

Remarkably, McEvoy’s shop stands as a rare thread connecting these photographs to the present day. It
remains steadfast in its original location, serving as a testament to the endurance of the McEvoy family.



Trimgate Street, Navan

In the year 1910, we find ourselves on Trimgate Street. Telegraph poles stand tall, recently
installed to facilitate speedy communication and the transfer of news and events with
the outside world. The gleaming new Post Office proudly graces the street, while

Lawlor’s Bakery stands steadfastly beside it.

A determined woman strides with purpose towards the inviting shop displays

that lay before her. The sun shines brightly, prompting the shop awnings to be

lowered, shielding the precious goods within. Amidst this tranquil scene, a solitary

cart gracefully traverses the quiet street.
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Saint Mary’s Church of Ireland, Navan

Sir Daniel Augustus Beaufort (Father of Sir Francis Beaufort, creator of the Beaufort Scale) was responsible for
the design and layout of the current church.

The space in front of the north door of the church served as a venue for cattle fairs. Around 1890 this area was
flattened and fenced off, nonetheless, fairs persisted for several years afterwards, taking place on the pavement
outside the church.
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Market Square, Navan

Tolls were collected by the Corporation or Town Council based on the weights recorded at the Weighbridge,
centre left in this image. In 1898, a man named Mr. McDonnell worked as a caretaker at the weighbridge and was
paid (22 for a years” worth of work.

In the same year, John Spicer the Chairman of Navan Town Commission suggested an alternative approach.
He proposed paying a man to mark the weighbridge and having the charges associated with it go to the
corporation. Ref. Meath Chronicle August 6, 1898.



Market Square, Navan

Luke Smyth, a prominent figure in the town, held a significant position in the business community. According
to Slater’s Directory of 1804, he was listed as a baker, corn & flour dealer and insurance agent in Market Square.
Additionally, he operated a corn mill at the Boyne Mills. It is worth noting that Luke Smyth generously donated
the land for the establishment of the new cemetery named Saint Mary’s.

Notably to the central left of the image you can see steps leading to the chemist known as Steps to Health,
identified as Timmons Pharmacy. In 1913, Timmons Medical Hall proudly proclaimed itself as the oldest

provincial pharmacy in Ireland, boasting a history of 200 years by 1921.




Watergate Street, Navan

During the early 2oth century James Davis, a pioneer of his time transformed this area into a thriving printing
works. His expertise spanned across various domains, including printing, bookbinding, paper bag production
and even wallpaper manufacturing.

A significant milestone in Davis’s journey unfolded in 1907 when he commenced printing the esteemed
Meath Chronicle from this very location. Previously, the newspaper had been printed in the town of Kells. This
shift marked a pivotal moment in the publication’s history, solidifying its connection to Watergate Street and the

rich heritage that unfolded within its pages.

Market Square, Navan

Crinion’s Hotel, situated on Market Square, holds a lasting place in the memories of numerous individuals in
Navan. In 1898, Edward Crinion assumed ownership of Kelly’s Hotel, which had been established around 1850.
Throughout the latter part of the 19th century, Kelly’s Hotel stood as a prominent establishment within the
town. It served as a meeting point for notable figures such as Charles Stewart Parnell, A.M. Sullivan, O’Connor,
Power and others during the Land League years, with numerous impassioned speeches delivered from its windows.
Under the care of Edward Crinion and his wife, the hotel underwent a remarkable transformation, receiving
extensive refurbishment to meet exceptionally high standards. An article in the Evening Herald from 1913

described it as

a welcoming and comfortable place, akin to a ‘home from home’. By observing its well-maintained exterior and
glimpsing through the windows adorned with elegant curtains, one could gain a sense of the hotel’s exquisite interior
décor. Guests could avail themselves of both hot and cold baths, while a delightful Table d’hotel dining experience
awaited them daily from 2:15 pm. The services included a dedicated Night Porter, ensuring round-the-clock assistance,

and a car service to cater to the transportation needs of arriving and departing train passengers.

Crinion’s Hotel exemplified exceptional hospitality and was the heartbeat of the town.



Ludlow Street, Navan

In the left foreground, one can spot a splendid pony and trap, while a cart diligently ascends the hill towards
Market Square, transporting what appears to be multiple sacks of grain. On the right, the faint outline of
the Medical Hall becomes discernible. Birmingham’s bar has survived through the decades and was expertly

managed by Jane Birmingham and later by Johnny and Margaret Marmion.

Watergate Street, Navan

Pratt’s Spirits displays a perplexing mix of chairs, perhaps wooden rakes, and bicycles in its doorway. The
traditional shop front stands out, adorned with intricately carved wood and hand-painted signs.

The contrast between the neatly arranged cut stone and cobblestone pavement and the rugged condition of
the road is striking.

Most of the people passing by are elegantly attired, including a small group gathered near the gaslight. One
wonders if the glow of the gaslights extends around the corner, illuminating Barrack Lane/Sandymount.



Trimgate Street, Navan

In this image we can see Sheridan’s Shop, a general
merchant establishment. According to Slater’s
Directory from 1894, it was classified as both
a grocer and gunpowder dealer.

In 1906, James Sheridan served as one
of the four directors of Navan’sinaugural &%
furniture factory located at Athlumney .
Mill. Notably, his shop was among the
first to stock furniture manufactured
in the town.

The tree depicted in the image
signifies the entrance to the Preston
School.




Watergate Street, Navan

This image allows us to discern the details of the advertising hoarding adjacent to the pump. By examining the
content of the notice board, you can gather insights into the social events taking place in Navan during this
period. Lloyds circus must have been a very exciting event in Navan in 1904.

The old water pump stands proud to the front of the noticeboard. Many water cooler moments with endless
chats must have taken place.




| The River Boyne, Navan

From this perspective, the V Weir, Spicer’s Boyne Mill and Mullen’s Mill are all visible. Direct your attention to
the right of the Viaduct, and you’ll notice a stone structure, this old building was Murphy’s Distillery. The bridge
i runs right through the middle of the distillery, dividing it into two sections.
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