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Project Manager’s Message
Hello everyone and welcome
to the June 2022 edition of
The Walled Town Crier.
Summer is here (at least according to the
calendar) so it’s the perfect time of year to
get out and about in our lovely countryside
and explore some of Ireland’s wonderful
walled towns.
This summer will see a variety of
conservation and interpretation works
taking place in our towns that have secured
Heritage Council funding. It’s such a
wonderful thing to see the benefits of the
IWTN in a real, tangible way. You can see all
the projects which secured funding for 2022
on The Heritage Council website here.
We have National Heritage Week coming up
in two months’ time (August 13th to 21st) so
I’m sure that you are all busily planning your
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events, and I look forward to seeing what
you all put together. If you get the chance,
then do please try to support one another’s
events, as it is that sense of community and
partnership that sits at the heart of the Irish
Walled Towns Network.
In terms of our Management Committee,
we have bid a fond farewell to Declan Nelson
who is stepping down from his position
as Chair. Declan worked tirelessly for the
benefit of the IWTN in his term as Chair and
I know that I speak for the entire committee
when I say that his presence and insight will
be greatly missed. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Declan for his time,
his work, and his friendship. We all wish you
nothing but the best for the future.
Warmest Regards,
Valerie, Project Manager IWTN.

Engaging with Kildare
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The following piece was provided by Tom
McCutcheon, Manager of Kildare Town Heritage
Centre/ Tourist Office.
The word heritage is not a word that easily rolls
off the tongue or is widely used in everyday
speech but change that to learning the story of
where you come from or who you are and already
you have made a deeper connection with your
audience. Heritage provides us with a sense of
identity and pride by knowing who we are and
where we come from. Some of the first words
written down in Middle English were at the Grey
Abbey (a Franciscan Abbey) in Kildare Town
in “The Poems of Kildare” in 1330. They state,
“always remember in your heart these three things:

whence you come, where you go and what shall
become of you”.
But people learn in different ways and how can
we accommodate that? The key is to look at a
number of different mediums to relate your
story, so it hits a wider audience. But who has the
resources to produce the same information in
a variety of ways? The secret is not to go it alone
but work in partnership with a range of entities
some of which are County Council, Library
Service, Local Business, Walled Towns Network,
Fáilte Ireland, local Historic Societies, Tidy Towns
groups and Local Attractions to mention a few.
This allows you to combine resources, both expert
and financial, to achieve a common goal.
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Some of the mediums we use to tell the Story of
the town and area are; maps and locally written
books, guided and self-guided walking tours, our
pro-active Heritage Centre, through sculptures,
artwork and engaging interpretation panels at
some of the sites around the town. We also have
a number of themed trails and a vibrant social
media presence and website.
But it is important to have direct engagement
with the Public to increase interest and gather
feedback on where the gaps are and one clear
way this can be done is through themed festivals
and events.
We start early in the year with a cultural event
in February around Féile Bríde highlighting the
beginning of spring and the importance of the
Patroness of the Country in terms of her links
with the Land, female leadership her kindness

and humanity to those less fortunate. Other
festivals in the Year promote other elements of
the town’s rich heritage some of which are; the
Kildare Drama Festival, the Gordon Bennett Rally,
and the Derby Festival.
We encourage community groups to run smaller
events during other times in the year, such as
markets, talks and walks bringing forward less
well-known facets of the town’s story. Events are
an important way of engaging with the public
and visitors to the area but are challenging in that
you need to create different activities each time
and so, the broader your partnership base is, the
wider the idea pool can be.
Building awareness and engaging with the public
in terms of our heritage is challenging but a
challenge that is worthwhile if we want to protect
it for future generations.

Getting to Know Cashel
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Situated in the heart of the Golden Vale, just
off the M8 motorway, Cashel is a planned town
whose principal features of grid like streets with
off set lanes and a market place are mirrored in
Anglo Norman towns across the country. The
Town Walls were built between 1319 and 1324
under a Charter of Murage from Edward II and
were some 1550 metres in perimeter with at
least 5 gates. Through the centuries most of the
walls were removed to facilitate the expansion
of the town, however the medieval street plan
remains in place to this day and gives a wonderful
character to the town. The town walls can be
viewed in four main locations across the town
including in the car park adjacent to the newly
renovated Cashel Palace Hotel and perhaps most
interestingly in the grounds of the Cathedral

Church of John the Baptist, where you can see the
4 Hackett effigies inlaid in the town walls.
This site is also home to the Bolton Library GPA
building which housed the library of Archbishop
Theophilus Bolton (one of the most significant
private academic libraries outside of Dublin)
which is now housed in the Glucksman Library in
the University of Limerick.
The town and indeed the surrounding landscape
is dominated by the iconic Rock of Cashel which
is the premier tourist attraction in the county. It
is thought to have been first inhabited around
the 4th century AD and was the seat of the Kings
of Munster and one of the Royal Sites of Ireland,
hence the name ‘Cashel of the Kings’. One of
the most famous Kings Brian Boru is said to

have been crowned there in 976. Just 125 years
later in 1101 his grandson Muirchearteach O
Brien gifted the Rock to the Church making it a
key ecclesiastical site in the region. Currently
being proposed along with the other Royal Sites
for UNESCO World Heritage Status, this is a
wonderful site which has commanding views of
the surrounding countryside attracting almost
400,000 visitors annually.
But there is a lot more to Cashel. It is a vibrant and
bustling town which has benefitted from public
realm works in recent years which makes it a very
attractive town to live and work in or visit. It has
a well established culture and arts scene with the
Cashel Arts Festival which happens in September
taking centre stage. Bru Boru beside the Rock of
Cashel also providing entertainment during the
summer months.
Some other sites of interest include the Cashel
Heritage Centre which is right in the heart of the
town providing information about the history
and heritage of the town and surrounding areas.
The Cashel Folk Village is an eclectic collection
of artefacts and memorabilia just off the main
street. St Dominic’s Abbey and Hoare abbey
enhance a rich archaeological landscape but
there are many hidden gems to be discovered.
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Updates and Events
The Ilen’s Voyage to London
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The very successful Kingship Project from
2021 highlighting the trading links between the
medieval walled port towns was continued in
2022. The IWTN Events Grants helped sponsor
another trip. Gary MacMahon, Project Manager
of the AK Ilen Marine School set sail to London
at the end of April. The Ilen spent the first week
in May tied up in St. Katherine Dock beside
Tower Bridge hosting cultural events which
reflected its international contacts. On May 4th
Limerick City and County Council hosted a civic
reception welcoming the Sheriff of London,
Alison Gowman, a member of the Worshipful

Company of Glovers. This provides another link
with the IWTN as the London Guilds still own
the walls of Derry/Londonderry. As a member
of the Management Committee and IWTN
representative for Limerick City I travelled to
London for the reception. Jane Sidell, Inspector
of Ancient Monuments with Historic England
gave us a wonderful tour of London’s town walls,
which are very well presented but are also being
rediscovered and brought into the public domain.
Sarah McCutcheon, Local Authority Archaeologist,
Limerick City and County Council

Relaunching Buttevant’s Heritage
The Buttevant Heritage Relaunch is on schedule
for Saturday 2 July next. There will be something
for everyone that day. All activities will take place
in the Muintir na Tire Hall and market square.
Indoors, there will be photographic exhibition
of over 50 old photographs of Buttevant in times
past and of our medieval heritage. Outdoors,
Bran Dubh, the medieval combat group, will reenact medieval life with real swords & armour.
The civil defence will have a fire engine and
rescue boats and keep everyone safe. There
will also be face painting, falconry, weaving
and thatching. Heritage enthusiasts will be in
medieval garb. Dr Dagmar Ó Riain-Raedel, will

Festivals in
County Galway
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give a talk on ‘The Ancient Origins of Cahirmee
Horse Fair’. The photographic exhibition will kick
off at noon, Bran Dubh will be set up from 2pm
and Dagmar’s talk will commence at that time
also with all activities wrapping up at 6pm.

This year sees the return of the ever popular National Heritage
Week events in Athenry and Loughrea. See the posters for more
information. You can also click here to access an Activity Book.
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Contact Us:
Please do get in touch at
vkelly@heritagecouncil.ie
if you would like us to promote news or
projects happening in your walled town
over the coming months.
www.irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie

The IWTN is funded
by the Heritage
Council and delivered
in partnership with
local authorities and
community groups.

