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Project Manager’s Message

Hello everyone and welcome  
to the April 2022 edition of  
The Walled Town Crier. 

Spring has well and truly sprung and what 
better way to bid farewell to Winter for 
another year than relaxing in the garden 
with a cuppa and the latest edition of The 
Walled Town Crier. 

It’s an exciting time for us all here at the 
Irish Walled Town Network as we welcome a 
new member into the fold. At our AGM back 
in February it was unanimously decided 
to approve the application for Naas to join 
the IWTN. With our Heritage Officer for 
Kildare already having 3 other towns in the 
network, I’m sure we can rest assured that 
Naas is in incredibly capable hands, and I’m 
sure I speak for all of us when I say that I am 
excited to see what wonderful contributions 
Naas will make to the network. 

 

 

Also, in this edition we have our regular 
“Getting to know…” segment where we head 
to Tipperary, which is now rivalled by Kildare 
in having four member towns. There’s a few 
more candidates in Tipp if we want to make a 
battle out of it! 

Lastly, we will take a look at some of the great 
conservation work going on in our member 
towns as we round off this April edition of 
The Walled Town Crier. If you would like to let 
us know what’s going on in your town then 
please send in your updates, I love to read 
about them and see your marvellous photos.

Until next time, warmest regards,

Valerie, Project Manager IWTN.

Athenry Heritage Centre.
Photo: Marie Mannion



A Warm IWTN Welcome to Naas

It is with great pleasure that we welcome 
Naas, County Kildare into our network. 
Though there are no remains of the town wall 
standing today, Naas has an incredibly rich 
history. Although there is little documentary 
information on the development of the town 
prior to 1700, it has been established through 
archaeological excavations that the town 
has been continuously occupied since early 
history. By the 10th and 11th centuries, the 
town was an important ecclesiastical and 
royal centre. Its function as an administrative 
centre is demonstrated by the fact that there 
were at least 9 parliaments and 13 councils 
held in Naas between 1355 and 1484. 

Naas is a town with a rich medieval heritage 
which can at times be overlooked in favour 
of towns with a more modern heritage. It is 
hoped that by joining the IWTN, the Naas 
Local History group will bring a focus to the 
town’s medieval heritage. The Naas Local 
History group have been involved in many 
publications related to Naas history and 
heritage over the years with members of the 
group carrying out extensive research into 
aspects of the town’s heritage sites, historical 
figures, and events. I am sure that they will 
do a wonderful job in communicating the 
medieval heritage of their town and become 
valued members of our network.

Naas Town.
Photo: Bridget Loughlin



Getting to know Carrick on Suir

Carrick on Suir is a large town, strategically 
located on the Limerick to Waterford corridor 
and connected by national rail and road 
infrastructure. It is located on the beautiful Suir 
Blueway downstream of Clonmel, Kilsheelan 
and Cahir, and has broader mutual heritage 
associations with Kilkenny, Cashel and Fethard in 
the region. The Town has easy access to a wealth 
of outdoor based activity amenities in the area 
including the Munster Vales, Lingaun Valley and 
the equine economy of Tipperary.

The ‘Suir Blueway Tipperary’ is a 53km walking, 
cycling and watersports trail through some 
of Ireland’s most picturesque landscapes and 
fascinating medieval towns (Butler Trail). Carrick 
on Suir forms the eastern Trailhead of the Suir 
Blueway, and has an important role in services 
provision and in the visitor experience of the 
area.

Main St. Carrick on Suir.
Photo: Clare Lee

Suir Blueway near Carrick on Suir.
Photo: Clare Lee



Carrick on Suir is a Norman Walled town and a 
member of the Irish Walled Towns Network. A 
plan for the Town’s Ormond Castle Quarter was 
collaboratively developed in 2014 by the local 
community, the OPW and the Town Council. It 
identifies the Castle and its Park (2.5ha), and 
the link to the Main Street (Castle Street) as the 
flagship heritage and tourism draw of the Town.  
The Quarter is centred on Ormond Castle, the 
only Tudor Manor House in Ireland, this was 
fully refurbished by the OPW in 2016 and is a key 
visitor attraction on the Butler Trail.

Carrick-on-Suir’s ‘Vision 2030’ was published 
in 2016 by the Carrick on Suir Tourism and 
Economic Development Committee (COSTEDC). 
In November 2016, a two-day weekend event was 
hosted by the IWTN, The Heritage Council and 
the Council. This workshop was open to all, and 
its purpose was to collaboratively identify key 
obstacles for economic and social regeneration 
and ways that these could be addressed. The 
findings and outcomes of the event were 
compiled in the ‘Solving our Own Problems’ 
document. Since then planning permission was 
achieved for a public realm upgrade of Castle 
Street and for the Castle Park itself, to repurpose 
it as a high-quality Amenity and Biodiversity Park 
(co-funded by The Heritage Council and National 
Biodiversity Plan).

COSTEDC and its partners have prepared a 
Regeneration Plan for the town incorporating 
Healy Park to the West, the entire Town Centre 
and riverside areas and the Ormond Castle 
Quarter to the East. The investment proposed 
will enable the town to build on its relationship 
and synergies with the Suir Blueway (west), 
the historic Ormond Castle Quarter (east) and 
its strategic location in the region, delivering 
revitalisation to Carrick on Suir as the fourth 
largest Tipperary town and vibrant commercial 
centre and visitor destination in its own right.

Ormond Castle Park 
(proposed enhancement 
scheme).
Photo: Clare Lee

National Chamber Orchestra at Ormond Castle.
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Re-Opening Goat Hill

Goat Hill is an important pedestrian route 
connecting the north east end of New Ross to the 
north west and is an integral part of the Town 
Wall, which was constructed in the 13th Century.

Goat Hill was closed to the public for over twelve 
years since 2009 due to a seriously deficient and 
unsafe walkway and unstable sections of town 
wall. The closure of this lane contributed to less 
foot fall on John Street, along with concealing the 
Town Wall and the view of the River Barrow.

In 2015, following receipt of funding of €20,000 
from the ITWN, 75m of the wall at this location 
was restored. Wexford County Council fitted six 

heritage lights on the wall opposite the town wall. 

Subsequently a grant in excess of €200,000 
from the Department of Transport was received 
under the Active Travel programme to completely 
renew the 144 footpath steps to allow public 
access once again to Goat Hill. The Town wall at 
Goat Hill is the longest remaining section of the 
Town Wall at over 70 meters in length. This work 
has allowed us showcase this very important part 
of New Ross to the public again.

The Town Wall construction commenced in 1265 
and was completed by 1279 and its defences 
extended in a senior circle around the town for 

Athenry Seal.
Photo: Marie Mannion

Top of Goat Hill after works. Photo: Ger Walsh



1700m enclosing approx. 105 acres – an area 
larger then contemporary Dublin.

The remaining sections of the town walls are 
designated as a protected structure and have the 
protection of the National Monuments Acts. 

Further grant assistance of €100,000 through 
the Departments Town and Village Scheme has 
allowed us to virtually re-create the entire town 
wall enclosure using up to 50 brass plaques 
linking the six remaining sections of New Ross 
town wall stretching for 1700 m and completing 
the Town Wall Trail. 

A poem, the Walling of New Ross, written in 
Hiberno-Norman French, contains 220 lines of 
verse and describes New Ross town as ‘The finest 
of its size, I know in any Country’.

Following the renewing of the steps and 
stonework and the installation of bespoke 
archways, railings, lighting and signage, on 
Thursday 10th February 2022, Goat Hill was 
officially reopened to the public, to great 
excitement and it brought back childhood 
memories to those who skipped down the steps 
as children and will bring new memories for 
generations to come.

Goat Hill Before Works.
Photo: Ger Walsh

Bottom of Goat’s Hill after works.
Photo: Ger Walsh



Louth County Council’s Heritage Office 
commissioned conservation work on Drogheda’s 
town wall, at Featherbed Lane, last year, with 
funding from the Community Monuments Fund. 

Drogheda is also currently undertaking a major 
Mural Art project called DRAWDA. It is supported 
by the Drogheda BID office who’s Chief Executive 
is one of the newest members of our Management 
Committee. One of the images faces on to Old 
Abbey Lane where the ruins of the church were 
conserved by Louth County Council’s Heritage 
Office, with grant support from The Heritage 
Council in 2015 And 2016. Ambitious plans for this 
lane, which runs through the nave of a medieval 
monastic church/hospital, are under development. 
Even roofless it has superb acoustics.

Louth County Council was also awarded a grant 
under stream 2 of the Historic Towns Initiative to 
develop a plan for the Heritage-led regeneration 
of the western end of Fair Street, where it crosses 
the line of the town wall.

Carlingford Loughrea

Drogheda

Work in Progress “Etain” part of DRAWDA Mural Art project.
Photo: Brendan McSherry

Updates from our Member Towns

The wall and ‘Folly’ outside Ghan House was 
rebuilt by LCC over the last two years. Though 
not part of the town defences, this early 18th 
century tower and wall is an impressive 
structure and its partly collapsed condition had 
taken away from the appearance of the town 
over the last two decades.

Town and Village Renewal Funding has been 
provided for the repair of the collapsing town 
wall around the graveyard at Holy Trinity church, 
now the Carlingford Heritage Centre. It is hoped 
that this work will proceed this year.

Loughrea Medieval Town: 
Past and Present seeks 
to create an awareness, 
knowledge and pride in the rich medieval heritage 
of Loughrea and this in turn will lead to better 
management and conservation of this important 
heritage resource. The booklet provides an outline 
of the history of the medieval town and highlight 
the key buildings, structures and documents that 
are available to help the local and visitor to have a 
broad appreciation for the medieval aspects of the 
town. It also charts the work of Loughrea Medieval 
Festival Committee, Galway County Council and 
the IWTN and The Heritage Council from 2014 to 
present. A copy of the booklet can be downloaded 
from here.

https://heritage.galwaycommunityheritage.org/content/places/loughrea-2-2


Contact Us:

Please do get in touch at 
vkelly@heritagecouncil.ie 
if you would like us to promote news or 
projects happening in your walled town 
over the coming months. 

www.irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie

The IWTN is funded 
by the Heritage 
Council and delivered 
in partnership with 
local authorities and 
community groups.

Carrick on Suir Town Walls with 
Bartizan on Corner. 
Photo: Clare Lee
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