
The 
Walled
Town Crier

Issue 8 - February 2022 www.irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie

An Irish Walled 
Towns Network  

bi-monthly 
magazine. 

The IWTN is  
funded through the 

Heritage Council

In This Issue

Getting to Know 
Carrickfergus
Digital Story Telling 
Through Maps
Grants Season 2022

Carrickfergus.
Photo: Shirin Murphy



Project Manager’s Message

Hello everyone and welcome to 
the February 2022 edition of the 
Walled Town Crier. 

It’s been a busy start to the year with many 
of you applying for various Heritage Council 
Grants, and I will be outlining the details of 
the 2022 IWTN Grants in this issue. If you 
are applying for any other Heritage Council 
Grant Schemes then make sure to check out 
the Online Grants Clinics which are taking 
place on Zoom. The best place to hear about 
these in advance is on the Heritage Council 
Social Media accounts, but not to worry if 
you miss any as they are all recorded and 
uploaded to YouTube for your convenience. 
You can access the playlist of Online Grants 
Clinics by clicking here.

We also had a wonderfully productive AGM 
in which we sadly bid farewell to three of our 
outgoing Management Committee members, 
James Lavin, Marie Mannion, and Shirin 
Murphy. I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank them for their outstanding work 
ethic and devotion to the IWTN, and also on 
a personal note, to thank them for being so 
welcoming to me in this role and making the 
transition so easy. In their place I would like 
to welcome Trevor Connolly from Drogheda, 
Michael (Moegie) Maher from Loughrea, and 
Catherine McLoughlin from Wexford. I’m 
sure that they will all be wonderful additions 
to the Management Committee as each 
of them brings a wealth of knowledge and 
experience to the table. 

We will also be re-opening the IWTN 
Conservation Audit to allow all towns a 
chance to participate. Once the audit is 
complete we will publish the findings here in 
the Walled Town Crier, so be sure to keep an 
eye on your emails.

So all in all a very busy year ahead.  
Until next time, warmest regards,

Valerie, Project Manager IWTN.
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIKz_D-MJSUmW78fUEq-tK5p4QqVnVkqU


2022 Grants Update

The 2022 IWTN Grants Scheme opened on 
the 14th of February with a closing date of 
the 15th of March at 5 PM. This year there 
are some minor changes to the Grants 
Scheme. We once again have two strands of 
funding, Conservation and Interpretation. 
The Conservation, or Capital, strand 
has an allocation of €150,000 and the 
Interpretation/Events strand has €100,000. 

Two important changes from last year are 
that both strands now require 10% match 
funding, and Conservation Plans now fall 
under the Interpretation Scheme. 

Guidelines for the 2022 IWTN Grants Scheme 
has been emailed out to all IWTN members. 
If you have not yet received yours then 
please let me know. Similarly, if you have any 
questions about your projects or applications 
then please do not hesitate to contact me at 
vkelly@heritagecouncil.ie

Cashel.



Getting to Know Carrickfergus

Carrickfergus is situated in County Antrim on 
the northern shore of Belfast Lough. Having deep 
waters and sheltered from the Irish Sea, it was 
one of the first settlements of the Anglo-Norman 
colonisation of Ulster. 

Anglo-Norman Knight John De Courcy made 
this site his base of operations in 1177 and began 
building on the rocky outcrop that juts out into 
the lough. So begins the 800 year history of a 
town which has grown and developed in the 
shadow of its magnificent castle.

It’s a long and fascinating history marked by 
sieges by Irish, Scottish and English Lords and 
Kings and attacks by French troops and American 
revolutionaries.

Once the most important town in Ulster, 
Carrickfergus harbour was the main commercial 
port, a hub of European-wide trading. In fact 
Belfast Lough was known as ‘Carrickfergus Bay’ 
until well into the 17th century. However in 1637, 
Carrickfergus sold its custom rights to Belfast, 
contributing to the decline of its importance – 
and the rise of the small settlement at the head of 
lough. 

The 19th century was marked by rapid industrial 
development fuelled by growth in the local textile 
industry and salt mining at Kilroot that was 
enabled by an expanding shipbuilding industry. 
The commercial prosperity was not to last, and 
the focus of the waterfront area moved towards 
recreation and leisure.

Carrickfergus is the oldest walled town in Ulster. 
The Medieval defensive earth ditches and bank 
walls were replaced under the direction of Sir 
Arthur Chichester. Work was started in 1608 with 
one hundred men beginning work that summer 
and continuing each summer until the walls were 
complete in 1615.

The completed stone walls were 1159 metres long 
and over 6 metres high with four gates: Irish Gate 
and North Gate, (both of which had moats and 
drawbridges), Quay Gate, and the smaller Water 
Gate. In addition to the gates, seven protective 
bastions were strategically positioned along the 
length of the walls.

Today, an unbroken stretch of just under half 
of the original circuit of the walls remains 
in excellent preservation. The only gate that 
remains is north gate.
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As one of the most archaeologically explored 
towns in Ireland, the finds on display at 
Carrickfergus Museum provide a remarkable 
glimpse into life in the town from the Medieval 
period through to recent times. As well as 
significant artefacts from the Council’s civic 
collection, the museum also houses objects 
from other private and national collections. For 
more information about Carrickfergus Museum, 
including a range of resources, such as a heritage 
trail walk, interactive games and historical 
research information click here.

In addition to visiting the castle and the museum, 
Carrickfergus now has another new heritage 
attraction, The Guard Room, which tells the 
story of the Antrim Artillery militia, as well as 
800 years of history on this significant site in 
the town. The Militia was a part of the fabric 
of Carrickfergus for over sixty years, from its 
formation in 1854 until demobilisation in 1919. 
This prestigious unit was responsible for the 
defence of Belfast Lough, first at the castle and 
later, during the First World War at Kilroot.

The interpretative fit-out of The Guard Room was 
funded by the Irish Walled Towns Network. Visitors 

will see the small building partially recreated to 
show how it looked at the turn of the last century 
and learn about the story of the men who were 
based here, including recruitment, training and 
the active service they saw. Multi-award winning 
interpretative designers, Tandem Design, whose 
previous work includes Titanic Belfast and the 
Seamus Heaney Home Place, carried out the work.

The Grade B1 listed, Guard Room and former 
Warrant Officer’s house is the latest building 
in the historic town of Carrickfergus to get a 
makeover thanks to the Townscape Heritage 
Initiative. The THI is an ambitious regeneration 
scheme for the town’s Conservation Area, 
supported by £1.55 million in funding from The 
National Lottery Heritage Fund, and £0.55 million 
from Mid and East Antrim Borough Council.  Find 
out more about all the exciting work the THI 
scheme has delivered in Carrickfergus here.

With its prime coastal location just twelve 
miles from Belfast, medieval street layout with 
numerous shops and cafes to visit, it’s worth 
spending a bit of time exploring this little 
northern gem.
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https://www.midandeastantrim.gov.uk/things-to-do/museums-arts/carrickfergus-museum-and-civic-centre
https://www.midandeastantrim.gov.uk/business/urban-regeneration/carrickfergus-thi


Digital Story Telling Through Maps

Athenry StoryMap

Galway County Council’s Geographical 
Information System (GIS) Section and Heritage 
Office working in partnership with various 
community heritage groups, BirdWatch Ireland, 
Galway Rural Development, Geological Survey 
Ireland, The Heritage Council, Athenry Arts 
& Heritage Centre and others have created 
a number of unique StoryMaps to help tell 
remarkable stories about the rich heritage and 
biodiversity of the County. Built on leading edge 
geospatial technology it is hoped that these 
custom storymaps will inform and inspire people 
to explore the wealth of heritage that is available 
right on their doorstep.

These StoryMaps bring together the latest 
mapping technology with text, images and 
multimedia content to tell powerful location 
based stories accessible from any internet 
enabled device with a Web Browser including 
Tablets and Phones. They are therefore an ideal 
tool to communicate the story of our rich heritage 
and biodiversity in the county.

Barry Doyle and Brídín Feeney of the Council’s 
GIS Section stated “StoryMaps are a simple yet 
powerful way to share information and enlighten, 
engage, and inspire people with stories that 
relate to locations of interest around us. They 
incorporate location and mapping into the 
context of a story.” 

Ian Doyle, Head of Conservation at Heritage 
Council, commented that “this digital resource 
brings the richness of our heritage to new and 
wider audiences. Ireland’s natural and cultural 
heritage has the ability to change a walk into 
an opportunity for learning and helps bring 
communities together. It is great to see so many 
agencies and organisations working together to 
deliver this project and we hope it will develop 
and grow.”

Using this multimedia approach has very strong 
potential for public engagement. Essentially 
anything that can be shown on a map can be the 
subject of a story map!

The Athenry StoryMap has been completed, 
with work commencing on Loughrea in the early 
months of 2022. The Athenry Medieval Memory 
Map is just one of the many wonderful StoryMaps 
that Galway County Council has created and you 
can access it by clicking here.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/1dbcfc8fe5b6438cba2e21b1d311e145


Contact Us:

Please do get in touch at 
vkelly@heritagecouncil.ie 
if you would like us to promote news or 
projects happening in your walled town 
over the coming months. 

www.irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie

The IWTN is funded 
by the Heritage 
Council and delivered 
in partnership with 
local authorities and 
community groups.
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https://www.facebook.com/irishwalledtown
https://twitter.com/irishwalledtown
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/irishwalledtownsnetwork/
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheHeritageCouncil/featured

