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Season’s Greetings from IWTN
A winter scene at Carlingford.

Hello and Season’s Greetings to everyone
involved in the Irish Walled Towns Network.
This is both my first edition of the Walled
Town Crier as Project Manager, and also
the last edition of the year. I’ve taken this
opportunity to do a round up of the works that
have been ongoing throughout the network in
this challenging year of 2021.
This year has undoubtedly been a difficult
one for everyone, but you have all put in a
remarkable amount of work and risen to the
challenges posed by another year of varying
restrictions and uncertainty. Over the past
few weeks, as I have been reading through
your submissions and updates from around
the network, as well as reviewing final grant
reports, I have been struck by the strong sense
of community and pride of place that this
programme engenders. There has been such a
variety of projects, from virtual heritage week
events, to conservation work and plans, to
modern innovations in heritage interpretation.
I hope that you are all as proud of your
accomplishments as I am to be involved in this
programme.

There was also an incredibly successful online
conference, the videos of which are now
available to watch back on YouTube. You can
access these by clicking here. I have extended
a note of thanks to Róisín for the incredible
amount of work she put into organising and
running this event on behalf of the Committee
and the IWTN members. I certainly have some
formidable shoes to fill!
On that note, I wish to thank you all for being
so welcoming and accommodating as I settle
into this role. Coming from Loughrea, I have
long been aware of the important work carried
out by the IWTN and I am honoured to be able
to contribute to the ongoing success of this
wonderful programme.
With all that being said, I wish to extend the
warmest Season’s Greetings to each and
every one of you. May you have a wonderful,
safe festive season and a peaceful New Year.
I hope to get to meet some of you in person
once restrictions ease, and finally see your
wonderful walled towns in the flesh, or I
suppose stone is more appropriate.
Until then,
Warmest Regards,
Valerie, Project Manager IWTN.

2021: A Year in Review
A few weeks ago, I put out a call for
submissions on the work that has been
taking place this year across the IWTN. The
responses were inspiring in both their quality
and variety. Please also keep in mind that this
is just a selection of works ongoing and that
there is much more to see from our network
of walled towns.

Trim Castle.

Rindoon, Co. Roscommon.

A Note on Grants
The IWTN Grants Scheme will go to the January
Heritage Council board meeting for approval.
Once approved the grant will then open from
mid-February with a closing date of 14/3/22.
Please also keep in mind that PO requests will
be going out for fees in the New Year.

Conservation
Athlone
Conservation work has recently been completed on
three stretches of the wall; the ‘Northeast Bastion’
in front of the Civic Offices, a stretch of the ‘Dublin
Gate Wall’ at St Mary’s graveyard, Church Street, and
a length of wall at the back of the Prince of Wales
Hotel, behind the Civic Offices.
Conservation works at the back of the Civic Offices
were funded by The Heritage Council through the
Irish Walled Towns Network. This section of wall
was destabilized by the roots of several large trees

Conservation Works completed on Athlone Town Wall
behind Civic Offices. Photo: Melanie McQuaid

that were displacing masonry and by ivy and
buddleia growing on the wall. In September the
trees were carefully felled, their roots were treated
and other vegetation was removed. The wall tops
were re-built and localised repairs and repointing
were carried out. Guided by the ‘Athlone Town
Walls and Defences Conservation Plan’ works
were specified by CORA Consulting Engineers,
carried out by Revamp Conservation specialist
contractors and recorded by Archaeology Plan.

Conservation Works completed on Limerick Town Wall.
Photo: Sarah McCutcheon

Limerick
A very fine stretch of the 15th century wall in
Irishtown at the junction of New Road and Lelia
Street was the subject of the work in 2021.It is on the
opposite side of New Road from the city wall in St
John’s Hospital that was consolidated in 2020 using
IWTN/LC&CC and own funds.
The current section is 34m in length but is part of
a continuous stretch of city wall measuring 170m
extending to Old Clare Street.
The exterior of the wall is up to 9m in height and it
addresses the public road. The interior of the wall is

abutted by a wide clay rampart which was inserted
between the sieges at the end of the 17th century.
At its maximum height the medieval wall rises
circa 3m above the top of the bank. The wall was
completely stripped of vegetation, some repointing
and localised consolidation was carried out, but the
bulk of the lime works consisted of flaunching the
wall top which was up to 2m in width in places.
An article appeared in the Limerick Leader detailing
these works. You can access it online by clicking
here.

Kilkenny
Black Friars Arch, Kilkenny City is the only
remaining gate in Kilkenny’s medieval city wall. It
was built by the Anglo Normans in the 13th century
as part of the medieval walls of Kilkenny City and
its name refers to the Friars of the nearby Black
Abbey.
The top of the arch was in need of repair, so the
Heritage Office of Kilkenny County Council
successfully applied to the Irish Walled Towns
Network in March 2021 for funding to repair
this important National Monument. The main
works involved repointing, re-setting masonry
and replacing the flaunching/cap, and involved a
temporary closure of Abbey Street. A traffic survey
was also commissioned by the Kilkenny Area
Office to assess the volume and direction of traffic
traveling under the arch. David Kelly Partnership
were the project consultants, Tallis & Co. were
the contractors, and surveys were undertaken by
Tir3D. The arch is now repaired and a maintenance
schedule will be put it place for its management.

Conservation Works Completed at Black Friars Arch,
Kilkenny. Photo: Dearbhala Ledwidge

Louth
In County Louth there is great work going on in
both Drogheda and Carlingford. First to Drogheda
where an application has been submitted to the
Adopt a Monument programme in the hopes that
they will take over the care of The Buttergate. There
is also a new conservation management plan for
The Millmount.

In Carlingford repairs to the collapsing town wall
have been taken on by Louth County Council.
There is also excitement brewing at the Tholsel
where the local heritage trust are developing plans
to begin works.

The Millmount, Drogheda.

The Tholsel, Carlingford.

Interpretation
Buttevant

Buttevant Interpretive Panels. Photos: Tom Blake

Tourist signs have been erected in Buttevant over
the last two years. The signs take the form of
free-standing information panels located at the
key historic sites of the town. The sites are the
Franciscan Friary (1252), the military barracks
(1812), the foundation of Buttevant (1200), Barry’s
Castle (1200), the town walls (1317), the first
steeplechase (1752), the market square (1234) and
the ecology of the river Awbeg.
The text for the signs was written by the members
of Buttevant Heritage Group. Artwork was provided
by Uto Hogerzeil, who had previously done
reconstructions of the historic sites of Buttevant.
Graphic design and the manufacture were by
Signiatec of Balyhale, Co Kilkenny.
The signs were a huge community effort. Buttevant
Heritage was supported by Buttevant Community
Council, Buttevant GAA, St. Mary’s Church, the
Friends of St. John’s and the residents of School

Lane, all of whom host one or more information
panel. Cork Co Council selected the locations.
Translations into German, French & Irish were
by Eimear Bridget Ní Shuillebháin of Buttevant,
Anne Griffin of Mitchelstown and Noel Coleman of
Buttevant, respectively.
Members of the public commented on the designs,
via social media. The signs have been warmly
received by the community and greatly appreciated
by visitors. Local social media was ecstatic on the
day of erection of the signs and praise was heaped
on the project from our diaspora, from all over the
world.
The timing of this project could not have been
better. Because of covid and social distancing, the
usual guided tours given by Buttevant Heritage
Group must be substituted by self-tours. In addition,
the signs encourage people to go for a walk and
exercise.
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Kells
This summer Kells put on a fantastic display of
illuminations to mark the 1500th anniversary
of the birth of St Colmcille. Illuminations of
medieval artwork were projected in outdoor spaces
throughout the town. The vibrant projected imagery
showcased Kells’ connection to St Colmcille and the
distinctive iconography, artwork and symbols first
evident in the Cathach, a 6th century manuscript
said to have been penned by St. Colmcille himself.
The event was a huge success, drawing many people
to undertake the self-guided tour and even won a
National Heritage Week Award.

Virtual Festivals

Athenry & Loughrea virtual festivals.

Heritage Week 2021 saw a number of festivals take
place online as we continue to live in a world of
blended events. Athenry and Loughrea both hosted
highly attended virtual events for the second year
in a row. We also saw online events in Athlone and
Youghal. The Heritage Week participation this year
was incredible across the board and I look forward to
seeing what innovative and imaginative ways you all
celebrate the heritage of your towns in Heritage Week
2022, and indeed throughout the year as a whole.
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Contact Us:
Please do get in touch at
vkelly@heritagecouncil.ie
if you would like us to promote news or
projects happening in your walled town
over the coming months.
www.irishwalledtownsnetwork.ie
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Council and delivered
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community groups.

